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ORNITHOLOGY. 



PREFACE. 



The following Primer, or First Book of Ornithology, has been called 
** Third Book of Natural History,** because it is the third of the series, 
and, like its predecessors, is only designed to initiate those who wish to 
'study this Tery interesting braneb of Natural History. It presents a 
general, and almost synoptical view of the subject, and will be found, I 
hope, to faeilitate the studies of those who may wish to learn. It merely 
points the way to more extended knowledge, the acquisition of which 
must always depend more on the inclination and industry of the student, 
than upon the facilities he may possess. The homely comparison of the 
horse lead to the stream may be referred to as illustrative of the neces- 
sity for the presence of zeal and industry, in ordet to acquire knowledge:— 
the mere possession of the very best books will be of no use, — will impart 
no information, unless they be referred to, read, or studied. 

Teachers who are so disposed, will find in these pages, ample oppor. 
tunities of pointing out to those they instruct, the beautiful adaptation of 
the organization of every living thing, to tlie mode of life it is designed 
to observe, and the kind of food upon which it was pre-ordered it should 
live. To point out, or even allude to this universal adaptation of every 
thing in nature, to the puposes for which it was designed by the benefi- 
cent Creator, would hitVe carried us far beyond our limits, and injured 
our design of presenting, in a very short space, as many facts as possi- 
ble, without obscuring the view of the division, arrangement, or classifi- 
cation, a knowledge of which it is the great object of these little books 
to teach. Yet, this can be advantageously done verbally, by every teacher, 
and his pupils will soon learn that once becoming acquainted with the 
general anatomy and physiology of an animal, whether it walk upon the 
dry land, float through the air, or seek the ocean depths, its mode of life 
and genei;al habits are immediately discovered. This fact will become 
more clearly manifest as we proceed in the series, and in the end, the 
student will comprehend how Geologists are able to deduce, not only the 
habits of the animal, but also the form of the animal itself, by the ex- 
amination of only a few of its bones. 
1* 
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PREFACE. 



Although the works of M.M. Bklwards and Comte are the chief sooroet 
from which the materials of these Primers have been derived, others have 
been freely used, and the classification and arrangement of the great Cuvier, 
have been strictly adhered to. 

With the view of assisting the student in understanding and remem- 
bering the systematic names, their etymologies have been added in the 
Glossary. And, in as much as all persons who are desirous of studying 
Natural History, are not acquainted with the Latin and Greek languages, 
the words from the latter have been given in italie$t in preference to 
using the proper Greek characters, and the omega, where it occurs, has 
. been designated thus, 6, 

It is not designed that the questions at the foot of. the page shall be 
answered by repeating the text from memory; the pupil should be able 
to give the facts in his own language, and show he understands the 
subject. 

The Plates were engraved by Mr. G. Thomas, No. 37 South Third 
Street, Philadelphia. 



Philadelphia, AprU 15th, 1848. 
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ORNITHOLOGY: 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF BIRDS. 



LESSON I. 

Class op Birds. — Zoological Characten of Birds, — PecuHari" 
ties of their Organization, 

GENERAL NOTIONS ABOUT BIRDSL 

Of the Organization of Birds. 

1. The Class of Birds comprises all vertebrate animals that 
are the best organized for flying. They are readily distinguished 
by the general form of the body, and by the feathers with which 
they are covered ; but the most important characters possessed 
by them, consist in the structure of their internal organs, and the 
manner in which their various functions are performed. 

2. In fact, they are oviparovs vertebrata, in which the circular 
Hon is double and complete : the heart has four cavities; the blood 
is warm, and the respiration is aerial^ and double, 

3. ^o distinguish them from other vertebrate animals, it is 
only necessary to say, they have a complete circulation and a 
double aerial respiration: or simply to remember that they are 
the only oviparous vertebrata having warm blood, 

4. The general form of birds varies very little, and is in rela- 
tion to the mode of locomotion which is peculiar to them. They 
rarely attain a very large size, and their abdominal or posterior 
extremities are especially designed for standing and walking, 

1. What animals com pof>e the class of birds? By what characters are 
birds readily distinguished from other animals ? In what important particu- 
lars do birds differ from other animals ? 

2. What are birds? What is the character of the circulation in birds 7 
How many cavities has the heart ? Are birds cold blooded animals ? What 
is the character of the respiration in birds ? 

3. How are birds distinguished from other vertebrate animals 7 

4. What is remarked of the general form of birds ? To what purposes 
are the lower extremities of birds applied 7 What are the functions per* 
formed by their superior, or thoracic extremities 7 What are these extremi. 
ties called? 
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12 SKELETON OF BIRDS. 

while the thoracic or anterior extremities never serve them for 
walking, nor for prehension, nor for touch ; but they form a sort 
of broad oars, named wings, which, by striking the air, sustain 
and cause the animal to move in it. 

5. The Skeleton, (Plate I, Jig. 1.) which determines the 
general form of the body, and which is, at the same time, one 
of the most important parts of the apparatus of motion, is com- 
posed of nearly the same bones as that of the mammalia ; but 
their form and disposition vary. 

6. The head is small, the bones of the cranium are soldered 
together at an early period of life, and the fece is formed almost 
entirely by the jaws which are very much elongated and consti- 
tute a beak. The superior mandible or jaw is articulated with the 
cranium, in such a manner as to allow some mobility, and the 
lower mandible, in place of being articulated directly with the 
cranium, as is the case in mammalia, is suspended from a moveable 
bone, called the square or tympanic bme, which is articulated with 
the petrous bone ; [this mode of articulation of the lower jaw is 
met with also in other oviparous vertebrate animals, that is, in 
fishes and reptiles ] These mandibles are composed of many 
pieces, and are enveloped in a horny substance which takes the 
place of teeth. 

7. The articulation of the head with the vertebral column fs 
much more moveable than it is in mammals, and is effected 
through the means of a single rounded eminence, (called con- 
dyle,) while in the mammsilia there are always two of these 
condyles. This arrangement enafcdes the bird to direct his face 
entirely and completely backwards. 

8. The neck of birds is also very moveable ; and as these ani- 
mals generally take their food from the ground with their beak, 
the length of this part of their body is necessarily in proportion 
to the height at which they are placed on their legs. This is in- 

5. In what respect does the skeleton of birds differ from that of mammals? 

6. What is remarked of the head of birds ? What forms the fiice ? Hovr 
does the articulution of the upper jaw with the cranium differ in birds, from 
the same articulation in the mammalia?. What is the peculiarity of the 
articulation of the lower jaw in birds ? With what bone does the square- 
bone articulate ? Is this mode of articulation of the lower jaw peculiar to 
birds 7 How are these mandibles composed ? 

7. What is the peculiarity of the articulation of the head (of birds) with 
the vertebral column ? What is the advantage resulting from this arrange- 
ment? 

8. Upon what circumstances does the length of the neck seem to depend ? 
What is the most common number of cervical vertebrae in birds ? How 
many cervical vertebrse has the Swan ? How many has the Sparrow ? Ar« 
the bones of the neck very moveable on each other ? 
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deed almost always observed. The number of cervical verte- 
braB varies much ; most generally there are twelve or fifteen ; 
but sometimes we find a much larger number, and at others, not 
so many; the Swan has twenty-three, and the Sparrow only 
nine. These bones are always very moveable on each other, and 
from the disposition of their articular surfaces, the neck may be 
bent like the letter S, and, consequently, be elongated or shortened 
accordingly as the curves are diminished or increased. 

9. The bony frame of the trunk is very solid ; in birds that 
fly, (and with the exception of a very few, they all possess this 
fiiculty,) the vertebrae of the back, which necessarily support the 
ribs, and consequently afford a point of support for the wings, 
are entirely immoveable and are frequently anchylosed, that is, 
soldered together ; the lumbar and sacral vertebrae are all united 
into one bone, having the same uses as the sacinim in the mam- 
malia : finally, the coccygian vertebrae are small and moveable ; 
the last one, which sustains the large tail feathers, is ordinarily 
larger than the others and marked by a projecting spine or crest. 

10. The ribs of birds also possess some peculiarities of struc- 
ture which tend to increase the strength of the thorax ; but the 
most remarkable part of the bony frame of this division of the 
body is the sternum, which, affording points of origin for the 
chief muscles of flight, becomes very much developed, and con- 
stitues a broad shield or breast-plate, which extends far back 
over the abdomen, and almost always presents a sort of very 
prominent and longitudinal crest or keel, called brisket ( Plate 
l^Jig. 2.) It is remarked that this shield is most developed and 
most completely ossified in those birds that fly best. 

1 1. The bones of the shoulders are disposed in a manner most 
fovourable for the power of the wings ; they are three in number, 
namely; a Scapula, sl Clauicle, and a Cmacoid Bone, The 
Scapula is much elongated ; the Clavicle is anchylosed with that 
of the opposite side, so as to form a bone resembling in shape, 
the letter V, the point of which rests against the Sternum ; the 
Coracoid bone, or posterior clavicle, is a sort of second clavicle, 
which, in the mammalia, is rudimentary and confounded with 
the Scapula, but here becomes very strong, consituting a buttress 
placed between the articulation of the shoulder and the sternum^ 

9. What is remarked of the skeleton of the trunk 7 Are the vertebrsB of 
the spinal column moveable on each other ? 

10. What is remarkable of the gternum of birda ? What is the brisket? 
What renders it necessary that the sternum should be large ? 

11. How many bones belong to the shoulder? What are they? What 
U the form and situation of the clavicle 7 What is the coracoid bone 7 
What is its situation ? What is the advantage derived from the double 
clavicles in birds ? 
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14 BONES OF THE EXTREMITIES. 

These double clavicles maintain the shoulders apart in spite of 
the violent force applied in a contrary direction by the exercise 
of the wings, which is greater the stronger the flight. 

12. The wing of the bird corresponds to the anterior extremity 
of mammals, and is also composed of three principal parts, 
namely : the arm, the fore-arm, and the hand. The arm con- 
sists of a humerus which is not particularly remarkable ; the 
fore-arm which consists of a radius and an ulna, corresponds in 
its length with the strength of the flight of the bird ; and the 
hand is reduced to a sort of stump, which serves for the inser- 
tion of the large feathers of the wing : there is distinguished a 
range of carpal bones, a bone in the form of a style which rep- 
resents the thumb, a single metacarpal bone sustains a tinger 
with two phalanges, and the vestiges of a third finger which is 
represented by a small styloid bone. 

13. The lower extremities of birds are designed solely for 
support and for walking ; sometimes they become the organs of 
natation, and there are some of these animals that employ them 
for the prehension of aliment. The bones of the haunches are 
strongly developed ; they are attached to the neighbouring pe^rt 
of the vertebral column, so as to form with it a single piece, and 
the bony belt which results from this assemblage, and which is 
called the pelvis, remains almost always incomplete in front 
The femur is short and directed forward ; the tibia is strong, and the 
fibula is reduced to a mere bony style. The tarsus and metatarsus 
are represented by a single bone, the length of which determines 
the height of the bird on its legs. The number of toes varies 
firom four to two ; almost always there are three directed for- 
ward and one backwards. The number of phalanges ordinarily 
increases from two to five, from the hind toe or thumb, to the 
fourth toe. We therefore count two phalanges for the thumb or 
great toe, three for the internal toe, four for the middle toe, and 
five for the external. 

14. In swimming birds the toes are palmate, that is, united by 
membranes sufficiently broad to allow them to separate from each 
other, and when spread, to form a sort of paddle. In those that 

1*2. How does the wing of a bird differ from the anterior extremity of a 
mammal ? How does the hand resemble that of a mammal ? 

1 3. To what purposes are the lower extremities applied ? How does the 
pielvis of birds differ from that of mammals f Is the fibula complete in 
birds ? How are the tarsus and metatarsus formed ? What is the number 
of toes ? How many phalanges have tlie toes ? 

14. How are the feet of swimming birds characterised ? What ia remark- 
able in the feet of climbing birds ? How are the feet of wading birds dis. 
tlnguished ? How is it that birds can sleep while standing on the limbs of 
trees without filling 7 
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climb best, two toes are directed forward and two backwards ; 
and in those that wade in rivers, marshes, &c., in search of fishes 
or worms, the tarsi are so long that the animal seems to be 
mounted on stilts. In all these animals there is a peculiar mech- 
anism, by means of which, when they are perched upon a branch, 
the weight of the body tends to flex their toes, and consequently 
to make them closely embrace the object in their grasp ; an 
arrangement which permits them to repose in the standing posi- 
tion without any risk of falling while asleep. 

15. The /ea/Aer* with which the body of birds is covered, 
serve to protect them against cold and damp ; and they are also 
powerful means of locomotion. They are composed of a horny 
stalk, hollow at the base, and armed with beards, which them- 
selves, have still smaller beards upon them : thoy are formed by 
secreting organs which are analogous in their nature to those 
which produce the hairs in mammalia. [The secreting organ 
destined to form a feather is called a capsule, and often acquires 
considerable length. According to the observations of M. F. 
Cuvier, it would appear that the capsule grows during the whole 
period occupied in the developement of the feather, and that in 
proportion as its base elongates, its extremity dies and becomes 
dry, the moment it has formed the corresponding portion of this 
appendix. Each one of these little apparatuses is composed of 
a cylindrical sheath, lined internally by two coats or tunics, united 
by oblique partitions, and a central bulb. The substance of the 
feather is deposited on the bulb, and to form the beards, it is 
moulded in some way, in the spaces that the little partitions, we 
have jusi mentioned, leave between them ; in the portion corres- 
ponding to the stalk, the bulb is in relation with the internal surface 
of the stalk, and after having there deposited a spongy substance 
it dries and perishes: but at the part where the stalk or trunk of 
the feather is tubular, the lamina of horny matter which this secre- 
ting organ deposites, is shaped or moulded around itself, and is 
completely enveloped in it; nevertheless, the bulb, after it has 
discharged its functions, dries, and forms, in perishing, a series of 
membranous cones, lodged one in the other like a nest of boxes, 
which fill the interior of the tube, and are called the soul of the 
feather^ or quilL 

Iti, The new feather is at first enclosed in the sheath of its 
capsule which frequently projects several inches beyond the skin, 
and is gradually destroyed ; the feather then appears naked, and 
its beards display themselves laterally; the extremity of its 

15. What are the uses of the feathers ? How arc they formed ? 

16. Do birda elied their feathers 7 

2 
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tube remains bedded in the skin, bat is generally detached with- 
out difficulty, and at a certain period falls to give place to a new 
feather. This renewing of the feathers, which is called moulting^ 
occurs, in general, every year after the season of laying, and 
sometimes it takes place twice in the year, in the spring and the 
autumn ; it happens earlier in the old than in the young, and is 
a period of indisposition during which the bird usually loses its 
voice. 

17. The form of these tegumentary appendages varies much ; 
some are destitute of beards and resemble the spines of the por- 
cupine ; others have stiff beards which are armed with smaller 
beards which hook into each other, so as to form a great tissue or 
coat, which the air does not penetrate ; others again have the 
beards and the smaller beards (barbs and barbules) long, flexible, 
and not hooked into each other, which renders them extremely 
soft and light ; and there are some which resemble simple down. 
Their colours are infinitely varied and often surpass the most 
beautiful flowers or the most brilliant gems in beauty and sfden- 
dour. Generally, the plumage of the female is not so rich as that 
of the male, and it is rare for the young bird to be clothed in the 
same colours that it will wear all its life ; they often change two 
or three years afterwards, and sometimes the adult wears a 
plumage in the spring, altogether different from that of winter.] 

18. The large stiff" feathers that grow on the anterior extremi- 
ties of birds, which are called uing feathers, or pinion feathers, 
expand these organs very considerably without increasing their 
weight, and convert them into powerful oars destined to cleave the 
air, and strike against it with so much force and frequency, that 
the shock thus produced impels the body of the animal in a con- 
trary direction. The ability of the bird to sustain itself in the 
air, and move with rapidity, is in proportion to the expanse of the 
wings. The feathers which contribute most to the extent of 
the wings, and that are most useful in flight, are those which are 
attached to the hand, and, consequently, most distant from the 
body ; they are always ten in number, and are called primary 
remiges; the feathers of the fore-arm are called secondary remiges; 
the scapulary, which are the least in strength, are attached to the 
humerus ; the bus ard feathers are those that grow from the thumb, 
and the corcr/«, those feathers which cover the base of the remiges. 

17. Whether does the male or female bird possess the most brilliant colours? 
Are ihe colours of all birds the same throughout the year? 

18. What are the primary remiges? What is their number? "What are 
the 6ecoi)dar^ remiges? What are the scapulary feathers? What are 
bastard feathers or quills f 
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[ Every time a bird wishes to strike the air, he first raises the 
humerus with the wing still folded; next he expands the wing 
extending the fore-arm and hand, and then suddenly depresses it ; 
the air which resists this movement now affords him a point of 
support, upon which he rises : he launches himself forward like 
a projectile, and the moment an impulse is given to his body, he 
folds the wing to diminish as much as possible the new resistance 
which the ambient air opposes to his course. This resistance, 
and the attraction of gravitation, (which tends to cause all bodies 
to fall towards the centre of the earth,) gradually diminish tlie 
swiftness the bird has acquired by this blow or stroke upon the 
air, and if he made no new movement, he must soon descend, 
but if, before losing the swiftness acquired by the first blow of 
the wing, he gives a second, he will add a new impulse to that 
which he had already, and gaui an accelerated movement. 
Such is, in fact, the mechanism of flight. 

While the bird is thus suspended in the air, the whole weight 
of his body is supported by his wings, and to enable him to 
preserve his equilibrium in this position, the centre of gravity 
must be placed very nearly beneath the shoulders and as low as 
possible ; it is for this reason that, while flying, he generally 
carries his head in advance by stretching out the neck, and that the 
body, instead of being elongated, like that of mammals, is always 
gathered up and oval. In this necessity for lowering, as much as 
possible, this centre of gravity, we also find the reason for a 
peculiarity of structure, which at first sight appears singular; 
the principal elevating muscles of the wings, instead of being 
placed upon the back, as is ordinarily the case in other animals, 
are found upon the chest with the depressors, and they produce 
an effect opposite to the latter, because their tendons pass over 
a sort of pulley before reaching the humerus ; this arrangement 
is injurious to their action, but it has the advantage of accumu- 
lating, at the most depending part of the thorax, all the most 
weighty organs of the body, and, consequently of lowering thus 
fer the centre of gravity. — {See^ First Book of Natural History, 
Page 92.) 

It is evident that the resistance of the air is in proportion to 
the mass of this fluid, struck at one time by the wings, and con- 
sequently, that the greater the surface of the wings, all things be- 
ing equal, the greater will be the swiftness acquired by depressing 
these oars ; hence it follows, that birds with long wings are not 
only able to fly with greater rapidity, than birds with short wings, 
but they are also able to support themselves for a longer time in 
the air, because they are not obliged to repeat the movements of 
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these organs so frequently, and therefore do not become so 
readily fatigued: and, in fact, all birds remarkable foir rapid 
and long sustained flight have large wings, while those that have 
short or moderate wiiigs, compared with the volume of their 
body, fly less swiftly and require rest more frequently. 

To rise vertically, it is necessary that the wings of the bird 
should \ye entirely horizcmtal, but this is not ordinarily the case; 
in general they are inclined from front to rear so as to impart to 
the animal an obliquely ascending movement; sometimes even 
this inclination is such, that, to mount neariy vertically, into the 
atmosphere, the bird is obliged to fly against the wind. The 
length of the remiges influences the feicility with which he can 
rise in a calm air ; birds that have the anterior remiges longest, 
and most resisting at their extremity, fly more obliquely, than 
those in which the wings are truncated at the end.] 

19. The feathers of the tail also assist in flight, but in a dif- 
ferent way ; the bird makes use of them as a rudder to direct 
its course. The number of the feathers which perform this 
office is ordinarily twelve, and they are caHed rectrices, and the 
name of cooerts of the tail, is given to those feathers which 
cover thdr base. 

[We have seen that, during flight, the centre of gravity of the 
bird should be near the shoulders ; in order that he may preserve 
his balance on his legs, which are placed near the posterior part 
oi the trunk, these organs must be flexed ccmsideraWy forward, 
and the toes must be sufllciently long, to be in advance of 
the point where the vertical line should fell that passes through 
the centre of gravity, or the centre of gravity must be carried 
behind, so as to be above the base of support. {See hirst Book of 
Naturrd History, Page 92.) This explains the utility of the great 
flexion of the thigh and the obliquity of the tarsus on the leg ; 
when the foot is large and the neck can be bent so as to carry 
the head behind, the equilibrium is thus established without, the 
body being thrown much out of the horizont^ position ; but 
when the neck is short and toes of moderate length, the animal is 
obliged, while standing or walking, to assume an almost vertical 
position. It is for the purpose of more easily preserving their 
equilibrium, that birds generally place their heads under their 
wing, while they sleep, perched on one leg. In most of these 
animals this position is rendered singularly commodious by a 
peculiarity in the structure of the knee ; in man and most ani- 
mals, the extremities bend under the weight of the body the 

19. How do tiie feathers ot the tail assist in flight? Whiitafethe 
rectrices 7 What is their number ? 
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moment their extensor muscles cease to contract, and it is the 
continued contraction of these organs that renders standing so 
fatiguing ; but in the stork and other birds with long legs, it is 
otherwise ; the lower extremity of the femur has a hollow or 
excavation which, during the extension of the limb, receives a 
projection of the tibia, which cannot escape from it without a 
muscular effort ; the leg once in position, it remains extended, 
without the animal having any necessity to contract his muscles, 
and without his experiencing any fatigue, 

20. The sense of touch in birds is necessarily dull, on account 
of the nature of their integuments. The sense of taste also 
appears to be obtuse in most of these animals : and in fact, their 
tongue is almost always hard and horny. In general, the same 
is true in respect to the sense of smell ; sometimes, however, this 
sense appears to be very delicate ; for we observe that birds of 
prey direct themselves by the odour alone to carrion, placed at 
too great a distance for them to perceive it, notwithstanding the 
great perfection of their sight. 

2 1 . Generally this last sense is more developed in birds than in 
all other animals. There is found at the back part of the eye a 
plaited membrane, called pecten or marsnpium^ which projects 
from the retina towards the crystalline lens, and seems to be of 
a nervous nature ; it is also remarked that the anterior face of 
the ball of the eye is strengthened by a circle of bony pieces, 
lodged in the thickness of the sclerotica, and besides the two 
ordinary eyelids, there is always, at the external angle of the eye, 
a third, named membrana nictiians, (winking membrane,) which 
may be drawn over the front of this organ like a curtain. 

22. Birds have not, like most mammals, an external ear; 
nocturnal birds only, have a large external concha or pavilion, 
out it is not projecting ; and the opening of the ear is generally 
concealed by feathers with fringed beards. 

23. The brain is less developed in birds than in most mam- 
mals, and differs from that of the latter in some important 
particulars, which we cannot enumerate at this time, 

24. Finally, to conclude with the functions of relation, we 
will add, that in birds the voice is chiefly formed in the inferior 
larynx, which is situate at the extremity of the trachea, where 
it bifurcates to form the bronchia. {Piute %fig. 2.) In the sing- 
ing birds this organ is very complicated in its structure ; we 

20. Why ia t^e sense of touch dull in birds? Why is the sense of taste 
osually obtuse ? Is the sen^^e of sniell very delicate ? 

21. In what particulars do the eyes of birds differ from thore of mammals ? 

22. How docs the organ of hearing in birds differ from that of mammals f 

23. How does the brain of birds differ from that organ in other animals 7 

24. Where is the organ of yoice situated in birds ? 
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observe elastic membranes stretched in its interior and a great 
number of muscles, designed to move the solid pieces that com- 
pose it; but in those birds that do not modulate sounds, its 
structure is much more simple. 

25. The organs destined to perform the various functions of 
nutrition are nearly the same as those in the mammalia. 

26. The apparatus of digestion in the class of birds presents 
the greatest uniformity of structure : the most remarkaUe part 
of it is the existence of three stomachs. Teeth are never found 
in these animals ; their aliments which are taken hold of by the 
beak, are generally swallowed without bdng divided ; and do 
not sojourn or pause in the mouth, as is the case in mammals ; 
they have no veil of the palate (veium palati,) to close this cavity 
behind during mastication, (iiee, First Book of Natural History,) 
The form of the beak varies much, and is always in relaticm to 
the nature of the food made use of by the bird ; for this reason 
it edfords excellent marks or characters for the classification of 
these animals. Sometimes the upper mandible is hooked and 
fitted for tearing flesh, at others the beak is short, straight and 
stout, suited to breaking grains ; at other times again it is wide 
and very open, to enable the bird to seize easily in its flight, those 
insects upon which it is destined to feed. 

27. The tongue is slightly fleshy, and covered with horny 
papillae which serve to retain the food after it has entered the 
mouth. The os hyoides (hyoid bone) which supports this orgsm, 
is very much elongated, and terminates in two long delicate 
horns which curve round the posterior and superior part of the 
head, their length depending on the extensibility of the tongue. 
(Plate I, Jig. 3, and Plate 2, Jig, 3.) 

28. The salivary glaiids are less numerous than in the mam- 
malia ; all are placed beneath the tongue, and are formed of smaU 
round grains, or granules. Generally the saliva is thick and 
viscid. 

29. The oesophagus^ ( Plate 2, fig. 4.) descends along the neck, 
and generally presents, at its inferior part, a considerable dilata« 
tion called the crop or ingluvies : this pouch ccHistitutes a first 
stomach which projects above the clavicles ; it is very large in 
grani vorous birds and is met with in the Rapaces or birds of prey, 
but is wanting in the Ostrich, and in most [Hscivorous birds, and 
particularly those of the order of Grallatgriae. - 

35. Are the otgans of nutrition in birds the Btme as in mammala ? 

36. In what particulars dees tUe apparatus of digestion differ from that of 
mammals 7 , 

27. What are the characters of the tongue in birds ? 

38. Have birds salivary glands ? What is the ohajracter of the salivn of birdf T 

39. What is the crop er ingluwes 7 Is a crop found in all birils 7 
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30, Below the crop, the ossophagus becomes narrow and enters 
the thorax. Soon afler entering the thorax it again dilates to 
form the second stomach, called proventriculus, or bulbus glandu" 
losus. This cavity is remarkable for the great number of follicles 
which are lodged in the thickness of its parietes, and which secrete 
an acid liquid (the gastric juice) designed to effect digestion. This 
ventricle is much larger, and more numerously supplied with 
glands, in those birds that have no crop, than in those that are 
provided with it Internally, it opens into a third stomach, the 
gizzards w^hich is of a globular form, and varies in structure ac- 
cording to the diet or food of these animals. In granivorous 
birds its muscular parietes are very thick and strong, and it is 
lined inside by a kind of thick, hard epidermis which resembles 
horn ; in diurnal birds of prey, on the contrary, it is very thin, 
and in some aquatic birds, such as Herons and Pelicans, it forms 
but a single sack with the second stomach. 

31. The intestineg of birds are not so long, generally, as those 
of the mammalia ; in most of these animals they are only two 
or three times the length of the body. The intestinal canal is 
divided into two portions, namely, the small and the large intes- 
tine, and near the anus, it has two appendices, terminating in cul- 
de-sacs, called coecums. 

32. The »mall intestine communicates with the gizzard by the 
apening of the pylorus, which is situate very near the cardia, 
and is without valves. The bile is poured into this intestine by 
two ducts, which alternate with two or three canals, through 
which passes the pancreatic juice. 

33. The secreting organ of the bile, the liner ^ is generally more 
yduminous than in mammals, and is divided into two nearly 
equal lobes. The gall-bladder is ordmarily large, but in some 
birds, such as the Parrot, it is entirely wanting. 

34. The pancreas are also large, and are found in the first 
fold formed by the intestine. 

35. The ecBcums vary much in length ; in the granivorous, and 
oipni vorous birds, they are generally thick and long ; they are 
wanting in most of the diurnal birds of prey, but in the nocturnal 
birds of prey, they are, on the contrary, very large. 

30. What constitutes the second stomach or ventricle in birds 7 What is 
the gizzard 7 Are the gizzards of all birds alike 7« 

31. What is the len^h of the intestiaat canal in birds 7 How is it divided 7 

32. How does the bile enter the smaH intestine 7 

33. Is the gall bladder found in all birds 7 

34. Where are the pancreas situated 7 

35. Are tbe ocecums generally of the same sizef Are tliey always present 
in birds? 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



23 CIRCULATION.— RESPIRATION. 

36. The large intestine is very short, and terminates by a 
dilatation called cloaca^ which receives the urine as well as the 
eggs. 

37. The -chyle, derived from the digestion of food, is absorbed 
by the chyliferous vessels, which unite with the lymphatic vessels 
of the extremities to form two thoracic ducts, which mount in 
front of the vertebral column, and empty into the jugular veins, 
near the heart. 

38. The blood of birds does not contain circular globules like 
that of mammals, but oval globules like those contained in the 
Dlood of reptiles and fishes. These solid particles are more 
abundant in birds than in other vertebrate animals, and the tem- 
perature of this liquid is higher than in the mammalia, which are 
nevertheless, warm blooded animals. 

39. The circulation is carried on in the same manner as in 
the mammalia ; it is double and complete, that is, before reach- 
ing the point from which it departed, the blood passes through 
two systems of capillary vessels, and all the venous blood is 
changed into arterial blood. 

40. The heart has four cavities, namely : one ventricle and 
one auricle placed on the left, and the same on the right side. 
The blood is forced by the left ventricle into the aorta, which dis- 
tributes it to the capillary vessels of all parts of the body. This 
liquid then -returns to the heart through the veins, and enters the 
right auricle, which forces it into the right ventricle which is 
situate beneath it; this last cavity, by contracting, sends the 
blood to the lungs, through the pulmonary artery; from the 
pulmonary artery the blood passes into the capillary vessels of 
the lungs, where it fs changed into arterial blood ; then it enters 
the pulmonary veins, and passing through them, reaches the left 
auricle ; finally, the left auricle pours it into the left ventricle, 
whence we have just seen it go forth to be distributed to all the 
organs. 

41. Birds are distinguished from all other vertebrate animals 
by their mode of respiration, which is aerial, as it is in the mam- 
malia and reptiles ; and it takes place not only in the lungs, but 
also in the substance of all the other organs. In the mammalia 

36. What is the cloaca ? 

37. What becomes of the chyle formed by the process of digestion? 

38. What it» remarkable about the g;lobuIe8 in the blood of birds 7 

39. What is the character of the circulation in birds ? 

40. What route is taken by the Hood in completing its circuit through the 
body? 

41. What are the peculiarities of respiration in birds? In what respect 
do the lungs of birds differ from the laine organs in raammaU ? 
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.and in reptiles, the bronchiae terminate in little cells, which all end 
in a cul-de-sac, and the air that enters the lungs cannot pass be- 
yond them, while in birds, the bronchiae and pulmonary cells 
communicate with the great cavities, and this fluid, in this manner, 
penetrates to all parts of the body, even into the interior of the 
bones and feathers. {Plate 2, fig. I.) These cavities, by means 
of which the air is distributed to the different parts of the body, 
are formed of very thin laminae of cellular tissue, and are desig- 
nated imder the name of aerial pouches. 

42. Consequently, the blood comes in contact with the air in 
passing through the capillary vessels of all the organs, as well as 
in passing through the capillary vessels of the lungs, and we 
might say that the respiration of these animals, as well as their 
circulation, is double, A bird consumes, proportionably, more air 
than any other animal, and perishes more rapidly when its respi- 
ration is interrupted. 

43. The cavity of the thorax, which contains the heart and 
lungs, is not separated from the abdomen by a complete muscular 
petition, as in the mammalia ; the diaphragm is rudimentary, 
and only occupies the sides of the body; but the lungs are 
adherent to the ribs, so that they are forced to dilate when these 
boiies separate from each other ; therefore, the movements of in- 
spiration and expiration are performed nearly in the same manner 
as in the mammalia. 



LESSON II. 

Eggs^ — Incubation. — Nests. — Migration. — Classification. 

Habits of Birds. 

1. Burds, like reptiles, fishes, and most of the invertebrate 
animals, (that is, without vertebrae,) are oviparous, that is, they 
lay eggs from which their young are hatched, 

2. The Egg is first formed in an organ, named ovary, and 
descends {Plate 2. fig. 4.) from it, through a long tube called 
oviduct : it consists at first of a membranous sack filled with 
yellow matter, and is not surrounded with the white till it reaches 
the oviduct, where it receives a more solid envelope which be- 
comes encrusted with a cakareous matter that constitutes the 

43. What are the consequences of the peculiarity uf the respiratory ap> 
paratus ? 

43. What Is the character of the diaphragm in birds ? 



1. Why are birds said to be oviparous ? 
9. Hew are eggs formed ? 
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shell. Upon the membrane of the yolk, or yellow matter, we 
perceive a whitish point, which, in the course of its developement, 
becomes the young animal, for the nourishment or protection of 
which, all the other parts of the egg are destined. 

3. In order that the young bird may be developed in the in- 
terior of the egg^ it must be maintained at a certain degree of 
heat ; in very warm countries, the heat of the sun is sometimes 
sufficient to bring about this phenomenon, and there, certain birds 
abandon their eggs ; but in most cases it is altogether different, 
and both parents or the mother alone, maintain the necessary 
heat by sitting on them. 

4. The duration of inciibation, (or the time required by the 
young bird to become developed in the interior of the egg) varies 
in different species, but it is the same in all birds of the same 
species ; it is from forty to forty-five days for Swans, twenty-five 
days for Ducks, twenty-one days for Hens, from twelve to 
fifteen days for domesticated Canary birds, and only twelve 
days for the Humming-bird. 

5. Almost all birds construct a nest^, to receive their eggs and 
to serve as a dwelling for their young, which, during the early 
period of life, are unprovided with feathers, extremely delicate, and 
incapable of moving, and of feeding themselves. Generally there 
is displayed in these structures an art, an adroitness, and an 
elegance which excite our admiration ; and one thing not less 
surprising is the regularity with which all the successive genera- 
tions perform the same tasks, and build nests exactly alike, even 
under circumstances which prevent these animals from seeing 
and taking lessons from their parents ; a wonderful instinct guides 
them, and induces them to take many precautions, all the utility 
of which they canAot anticipate, or appreciate before hand. 

6. The form, arrangement, and placing of the nest, vary for 
almost every species of bird. That which is constructed by the 
largest birds of prey rests upon a flat surface afforded by some 
part of a rock, or on the platform of some tall tower ; its extent 
is very considerable, and every year contributes to its increase, 
for it is rare for these birds to abandon their first monument of 
maternal tenderness; those that leave it, return periodically to 
lay their eggs. This nest is frequently composed of such stout 

3. What circumstance is necessary to the developement of the eggl 

4. Is the' same period of time required by all birds for incubation ? 

5. What means are provided for the reception of the eggs, and of the young- 
birds which escape from them ? 

6. Are the nests of all birds alike in their structure 7 What 19 the itrac- 
ture of the nests of birds of prey 7 
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pieces of wood, that one would scarcely believre they could be 
carried by a bird, if he were not aware of the extraordinary 
strength of their muscles ; they are so arranged as not to yield 
readily to the force of the wind, and they support boughs which 
are bound to each other by the remains of food and of excre- 
ment, forming a solid habitation bearing the name of eyry. 
Those species that, in the construction of their nests, only 
employ rushes and reeds, accumulate them in such quantities, and 
fix them so firmly to the platform that rains or storms seldom 
cause their destruction. 

7. Most birds build their nests in the bifurcation of the branches 
of tre*»s; in this case, bits of straw and small pieces of wood, 
carried in the beak, tied and interlaced by means of this organ, 
and the aid of the foot, constitute the external frame, which sup- 
ports the moss and down that form the bed. Some species have 
the habit of suspending their nest, which is wrought in a still 
more artist-like manner, to the extremity of a flexible twig, so 
that, in obedience to every impulse of the winds, this cradle 
and the sitting bird that inhabits it, experience an almost con- 
tinued rocking. 

8. Certain nests present, in their structure, a perfect masonry 
made of little sticks, gravel, or small leaves impregnated with 
mortar, formed of earth softened with the salivary humor of the 
bird, or simply mixed with it. How much toil and how frequent 
must be the goings and comings for the completion of this 
work! And, when we remember that the bird has, for the 
execution of its task, but a single instrument, which also serves 
for the transportation of the materials, we cannot withhold the 
admiration which is so justly merited. The form of these mortar- 
built nests, is ordinarily either spherical, conical, or elliptical ; they 
are established in the angles of windows, of chimnies, of walls, 
and often on the tables of sheltered rocks. They are either 
isolated or placed one against the other ; the entrance is made 
either on the top, or in one side, and sometimes in the lower part. 
Frequently we find in these structures several compartments ; 
sometimes a sort of vestibule is separated from the true nest, by a 
partition, and it is into this apartment that the male retires, after 
he has carried the necessary food to his sitting female companion. 

7. What is the situation usually selected bjr the majoiity of birds for build- 
ing their nests 7 

8. What instruments are used by birds in the construction of their nests ? 
What is the form of those nests that are put together, lilse mason work, with 
a species of mortar ? Do nests ever contain more than one apartment 7 
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9. There are also birds that build their nests upon the ground^ 
and in order to guard against their being submerged by heavy 
rains, elevate them on hillocks of earth : these nests are con* 
structed with less care : we here find only an abundance of down, 
sustained by flexible twigs, suitably interlaced; finally, some 
birds are content to form an excavation in the earth or sand, in 
which they deposite their eggs, which for the most part they 
assiduously sit upon, but which they sometimes abandon during 
the day to the heat of the sun ; nevertheless, in this latter case, 
their solicitude induces them to cover their eggs with a light 
layer of sand or other matter, either to hide them from animals 
that seek them for food, or to protect them fi-om the too great 
intensity of the sun's rays. 

10. The constancy of birds in sitting on their eggs is admira- 
ble : sometimes both parents divide this care between them ; at 
other times the male only watches the nest and brings food to 
the female, while she remains sitting on the eggs ; and in other 
species again, the female alone is charged with the incubation. 
Generally, the mother only leaves her nest for a few moments 
when pressed by hunger, and then seemingly with regret ; and, 
in most cases, sdder her young have appeared, she bestows upon 
them, and for a long time after thehr birth, the most tender care 
and attention. She covers them with her wings to protect them 
from the cold, brings them choice food, which she often half 
digests, and then disgorges into their throat, to render it better 
suited to their tender stomach ; she guides their first steps, 
teaches them to use their wings, and when threatened by danger, 
displays as much courage as devotion in their protection. 

1 1. In this particular, it is very interesting to study the habits 
of birds ; but this is not the most remarkable point in their his- 
tory. The most singular phenomenon in the lives of birds, is 
unquestionably the habit, which certain species have, of making, 
at appointed [jeriods of the year, long journeys, and changing 
their climate according to the seasons. 

12. Birds that feed on insects, early leave temperate climates 
to go towards the south, where they find in the winter a more 
abundant supply of food ; other birds change their country to 
seek a place more propitious for their young, and go sometimes 

9. Do birds always build their nests in elevated situations ? 

10. Does«the male bird ever assist in the process of incubation 7 In what 
way 7 Are the young birds able to feed themselves when they first escape 
irom the shell ? 

1 1. What is the most remarkable cireumstanee in the general history of 
birds? 

12. What are the reasons which induce many birds to migrate 7 
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to the north and sometimes to the south to lay their eggs ; in 
others again this migration is not determined by any appreciable 
cause. 

13. Some migfatory birds perform their journeys through the 
Hir alone or only accompanied by their females ; but the number is 
small comparatively to those that travel in company. We admire 
in the latter the instinct which induces them to assemble at a cer- 
tain place, ten or twelve days previous to the time of departure, 
which is ordinarily an indication of a change of weather ; for it 
is remarked that birds feel the influences sufficiently early to derive 
^prognostics of the change of temperature from their deportment 
and certain habits. During the whole journey, the most perfect 
order prevails throughout the whole troop ; to be convinced of 
this fact we have only to observe the flight df some large species, 
such as geese. The conducting of the troop is confided to a 
chief placed at the head of two files, more or less separated from 
each other, which meet at a point ; the chief is the summit or 
point of this moving angle, and opposes the first resistance of the 
air, clears the way, and the whole band follows him, observing 
the most perfect order. As the efforts of the chief are very 
violent, and as he cannot support them during the whole voyage, 
he is perceived, when overcome by fatigue, to yield his post to 
his next neighbour, and fall into the ranks at the extremity of 
one; or other of the files. The period of these great migrations 
is fixed by nature for each species of migratory birds, and it is 
remarked, they follow the same route every year: hence, in 
certain districts, the fowlers or bird-catchers, count upon their 
pa.<^sage as upon a revenue of' rent that falls due every (juarter, 
and calculate in advance the period, and the chances. Armed 
with their nets and all the apparatus of the chase, they station 
themselves in the gorges and valleys over which tlie flocks pass, 
and reaujh their several points a few minutes before their arrival. 
These bands or flocks are sometimes so numerous, and the in- 
dividuals composing them are so close together that they might 
be readily mistaken for dense clouds. 

14. Certain birds always lead an erratic life, and seem to have 
no country : these are the most powerful on the wing ; many 
seem not to be impeded by the strongest wind, and appear to 
delight in the midst of storms. Tliey form a striking contrast 
with a small number of species, less favoured by nature, which, 

13. How are ihom migration* formed f At what period do these mi^ra 
tions take placo 7 Are tbeae p^riodaverj certain 7 

14. Do all birds Mong to sone one or other country ? Are all birds activo 
in flight ? 

3 
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deprived of the organs of flight, and possessing a slow and 
embarrassed gait, are condemned never to leave the rotk on 
which they were born These birds exercise their patience in 
awaiting for prey that is brought to them by the rolling in of the 
waves ; and it is only when it escapes them, and they become 
hard pressed, that they venture into shallow depths in pursuit of it. 

15. Birds also differ very much from each other in their diet 
or food ; some seek living prey only, and feed exclusively on 
the produce of their hunting or fishing; sometimes they catch 
other birds of prey and force them to disgorge the food which 
they were about to eat There are others which, with appetites 
not less carneous, but wanting in the strong arms and courage c^ 
tte first, only prey upon dead bodies. Others live exclusively 
€Q worms or insects, and others again, eat nothing but grains. 

Of the Classification of Birds, 

16. Birds differ much less from each other than the different 
mammals; except some modification in the r^umage, in the 
general form of the body, in the disposition of the beak, and in 
the conformation of the feet, they resemble each other very much ; 
hence, it is very difficult to subdivide the class which they form. 

17. The number of species of birds known by naturalists is 
about five thousand. Their classification, like tliat of mammals, 
is founded chiefly upon the modifications that are remarked in 
the organs of mastication and prehension, or of locomotion, that 
is, the beak and feet. 

18. According to these characters they are divided into six 
Orders, namely; Rapaces, or Birds of Prey; Passerinae, or 
Migratory Birds; Scansoriae, or Climbing Birds; Gallinaceae; 
Grallatoriae, or Waders ; and Palmipedes, or Swimming Birds. 

. 19. The principal characters by which these groups are dis- 
tinguished from each other may be seen in the following table. 

15. Upon what subetances do birds feed 7 

16. What renders it difficult to sub-divide thd class of 'birds into 
f cnera, &c7 

17. Upon what is the classification of birds founded ? 

18. Into how many orders is the class of birds divided 7 What are the 
names of these order« 7 

19. {Anawned by the table,) What orders compose the division of ter- 
replrial birds 7 What are the dis'inguishinpr characters of the Accipitres or 
Rapaces 7 What are the distinguish ingr marks of the PasseriniB 7 By what 
means are the ScansorioB distinguished from the Passerine 7 What are the 
disttnguishing characters of the Gallinacee 7 What orders compose the 
division of Aquatto birds 7 How are the Graliatorin distinguihhed I How 
crrtbe Palmipedes recognised 7 
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LESSON III. 

Order op Rapaces, (or ^ccipitre^)— Zoological Characters, — 
Habits, — Division into two Families, 

Family of Diijrnje. — Zoological Characters and Habits of VuU 
turesj ( Yellow Vulturcr King of the Vultures, Condor^ Perc 
nop terns of Egypi.) — Griffins — Tribe of Falcons — Division 
into tu:o groapes, noble ond ignoble. — Fuleonrtfr {Common 
Falcon ) — Eagles. — Fisher- Eagles. — Sparrow- Hawks, — Kites 
— Buzzards, — Harriers. — Characters and Habits, 

Family op NocxuBMiE. — Characters and Habits. — (Owl. — Strix. 
-^Duc.) 



OBDER OF BAPACS9, OR ACdPITBES. 

{Birds of Prey^ 

1. Birds of Prey arc recognised by their beak^ being hooked 
and terminated by a point which is shajp and bent downwards^ 
and by their feet being very strong and armed with powerfulf 
hooked nails. {Plate Zyfig. 1, lo 8.) 

2. They are generally remarkable for their strength; the 
muscles of their thighs and legs are very voluminous and give 
great power to their talons ; their tarsi are rarely elongated : all 
of them have four toes, the first of which, or thumb, is directed 
backwards ; the nails of this toe, and of the internal toe are the 
strongest, and there is often a very smaH palmate membrane 
betwixt the bases of the external toes. Their wings are large, 
and the sternum, which affords place for the attachment of the 
principal muscles of flight, is generally very much developed and 
without lateral notches. 

3. It is also to be remarked that their nares are pierced 
through a membrane, called Cera^ that covers the whole base of 
the beak. 

4. All the Rapaces live exclusively on flesh ; they pursue 
other birds and even small quadrupeds and reptiles: they are 
also very powerful in flight. 

1. How are the birds of prey cbaracterif>ed ? 

2. What are the chatacters of the legs of birds of prey? What is the 
number of their toes ? What is their direction ? What is the character oi 
the sternum ? 

3. What is meant by the cera 7 

4. On what do the Rapaces feed ? 
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5. Like the Paaserinae and Scansoriae, birds of prey are born 
generally naked, with the eyes closed, and cannot live without 
the assistance of their parents,- who, during their tender age, 
supply all their wants. 

6. These birds form two families: the DiurncB^ and the 
NocturncB, which may be distinguished by means of the follow- 
ing characters : 

r Eyes directed from the side ; the head and neek 
' DiurtMh I well proportioned ; (he external toe directed fbr- 
I ward, and almost always united to the middle toe 
i^by a small membrane. 
Rapacks. I 

C Eye$ directed forward ; head very lar^e and 
no* i neck very short ; external toe may be directed 
(^either forwards or backwards. 

FAMILY OF DAY BIRDS OF PREY, OR DIURNiE. 

7. The Dittrna& have their eyes directed side wise ; the head 
and neck are well proportioned ; {Plate 3, fiff, 1. Sfc.) the nares 
are pierced through a naked membrane, called cera^ which cover* 
the base of the beak; they have three toes in front and one be- 
hind without feathers, and the two external ones are almost 
always united at their base by a short membrane ; flight power- 
ful ; the quills strong ; the plumage close ; the sternum large and 
completely ossified, and the fourchette semi-circular, and widely 
separated ; finally, the stomach is almost entirely membranous, 
and the intestines of smdl extent. 

8. The family of Diurnae is divided into three principal tribes, 
easily recognised by the following characters : 

(Tribes.) 
' A more or less consider. ) 
able part of the bead and > VuLTaRKS. 
neck destitute of feathers. ^ 



Kapacss, ' 
having 



Eyes even with the 
head, and talons pro- - 
portionally feeble. 



He.d covered wilh fe- / G„rr,».. 
^ uiers. \ 

Eyes snrmounted by a projecting^ eyebrow which ) 
makes them appear sunk in the head ; talons very > Falcons. 
strong. \ 



5. What is the condition of birds of prey at the time of birth 7 

6. Into what families is the order of Rapaces divided ? How are the 
DiurniB characterised? In what respects do the NocturnsB differ from the 
DiurniB 7 

7. How are the DiurniB distinguished ? On findingf o. membranous 
stomach and intestines of small extent in a bird, upon what would you infer 
tliat it habitually fed 7 

8. Into what tribes is the family of Diurns divided ? What are the 
ehaiacters of Vultuies? How do Griffins differ from Vultures ? What ar« 
the cbaraotert of Falcons? 

8* 
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^3 • VULTURES. . 

Tribe of Vultures. 

9. The Vultures, — Vultur, — are recognised by the nakedness 
of a portion of the head (m* eveh of the neck, and by the form of 
their beak which is elongated and curved only at the end. 
{Hate 3, fig. 4, and 6.) 

10. These birds have a disagreeable aspect, a tainted odour, 
and their habits excite disgust ; they are cowardly, and feed on 
the most putrid carrion rather than on living prey. The power 
of their talons does not correspond to their size, and they make 
use of their beak rather than of their claws. They are extremely 
voracious : but after they have been complely satiated, it seema, 
they can wait several weeks for an opportunity of feeding again. 
After they have eaten, their crop forms a large projection above 
the fourchette ; they become dull and stupid, and a sanguineous, 
foetid humor flows from the nose. The sense of smell in these 
animals ia very fine, and enables them to perceive at incredible 
distances, the remains of dead bodies, which they seek for food. 

11. In Peru, Egypt, and some countries of the East, they are 
very useful to man, for they serve to cleanse the streets of animai 
remains that it is customary to throw there, and they may be 
seen promenading many towns, in small bands, and watching even 
in the houses for recent or fMitrid dead bodies. 

12. Vultures live, generally, in pairs; they prefer building 
their nests on inaccessible rocks, and construct them of pieces 
of wood, joined together by a sort of mortar : the young are 
covered with down when bom, and are fed on half digested food, 
which is disgorged by their parents before them. 

13. Their wings are so long, that when they walk, they keep 
them half extended, and they often experience diflScuIty in taking 
to flight after alighting on the ground ; their ascent is slow but 
well sustained, and is always effected obliquely and by constantly 
turning about 

1 4. The tribe of Vultures is divided into four genera, namely : the 
Vultures properly so called, the Sarcoramphus, the Cathartes, and 
the Percnopterus, which are distinguished in the following manner: 

3. How are Vultures recognised ? 

10. What is the general character of Vultures? 
' 1 1. In what way do Vultures make themselves useful to roan 7 

1% What is the condition of Vultures when first born ? Upon what do 
they feed ? 

13. Do Vultures rise into the air readily from the ground ? 

14. How is the tribe of Vultures divided? How is the Saroorampliaf 
distinguisbed from the Vulture properly so called ? In what respect does 
the Cathartes differ from those two genera ? How doea the Percnopterjis 
differ from the Cathartes? 
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Divested of 
•feathers, as 

well as the 

the head ; the 

nares 



Transverse 
and the head 



r Without ) 
; I caruncles. \ 
^^< 



With / 
oamndes. \ 



(6«ntra.) 
VuLTaRB 

PROPERLY so CALLSD. 

Sarcoramphus. . 



^ Longitudinal, - Catbartes. 

Almost entirely feathered, ......... pERcifoPTKRus. 



15. Vultures properly so called, are distinguished by their 
naked head and neck, by the ruff or collar of feathers that sur- 
rounds the base of the neck, by their stout, strong beak, and by 
the disposition of their nares. {Plate S, fig. 6.) They have no 
fleshy excrescences on the head, and they belong exclusively to 
the old continent. 

16. The most widely diffused species, is the Yellow or FuIvoub 
Vulturcy — Vultur fulcust — which equsds, and even surpasses 
the Swan in size ; it is found on all the mountains of the eastern 
continent 

17. The Sarcoramphus differs from the Vulture properly so 
called in the fleshy caruncles which grow above the base of the 
beak ; it inhabits the western continent [The genus consists c^ 
two species.] 

18. The King of the Vultures, — VnUur papoy — is a species 
of Sarcoramphus of the size of the goose, which inhabits the 
warm parts of South America ; it derives its name from the fear 
with which it inspires another species of Vulture of the same 
country, (the Percnopterus Urubu) which abandons its prey and 
always gives place to him. 

19. To this group also belongs the Condor, or great Vulture 
of the Andesy— Vultur gryphus, — so famous, through exagge- 
rated accounts, for its size and strength. It is not much more 
than four feet long, but its spread wings often measure more than 
ten feet ; it flies higher in the air than any other bird ; it inhabits 
the most elevated of the Cordilleras of the Andes, and never 
descends to the plain except when pressed by hunger. [Condors 
are frequently seen, on the shores of Chile and Peru, feeding on 
the carcasses of whales that have been accidentally thrown upon 
the beach, or left by whalemen.] 

. 15. What are the g^pneric characters of Vullorcs properly so called T 
16. What species of Vulture is most common t Where is it foand 7 
]7«^ Where is the Sarcoramphus found ? 

18. From what circomMtance does the Kingf of the Vultures derive i's name T 

19. What is the size of the Condor ? Where is it met with 7 What are 
its habits i For wlut is it most remvkaUe ? 
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34 CATHARTE8.->TURKEY BUZZARD.— PERCNOPTERTO. 

"Just before turning off from the beach, we came to the recent 
carcass of a mule, upon which seven large Condors and a crowd 
of buzzards were feasting. They allowed us to approach so 
near that, had we been provided with arms, we might have shot 
them as they arose slowly on the wing. These birds frequently 
• destroy small animals. They sometimes form a circle around a 
sheep, or a goat, and, spreading out their wings approach till they 
strike their prey, and then falling upon it, devour the body, even 
to the bones. In the country they are caught in the following 
manner. A pen is formed of high palisadoes driven into the 
ground, and a fresh carcass placed in the centre. It is left alone. 
In a short time, the Condors, who scent their food for many miles, 
descend into it, and while feasting, the peones, (labouring men in 
Chile are so called) armed with clubs, and the body and limbs 
well protected with hide, enter the enclosure and commence the 
work of destruction. These birds cannot rise without running 
thirty or forty yards, which the limits of the pen will not allow, 
and they are clubbed to death, not however, without making 
resistance, and occasionally inflicting very severe wounds on 
their pursuers." — Three Years in the Pacific. 

20. The Cathartes, which have no caruncles on the head, 
and whose nares are longitudinal and oval, are also found in 
America ; there is one species ( Cathartes Vulturinus, also called 
Vultur Califartiianiis,) wliich approaches to the Condor in size, 
and has wings, even longer, in proportion. The tarsi are par- 
tially covered by the feathers of the legs. It inhabits California. 

[ The Turkey Buzzard, or GuUinaza, — Vul/ur aura^ — 
Cathartes aura, — is of a bluish black colour, and as large as 
a cock. It is common in warm parts of the United States, and 
is occasionally seen as tar north as IVew Jersey. It feeds upon 
carrion and filth, but never attacks living animals, except when 
helpless and unable to defend themselves. This bird is very 
common in Peruvian towns, where it acts the part of scavenger, 
and is for this reason protected by Jcfw.] 

21. The Percnopteri, (^Pfate 3, fig. 4.) which are distinguished 
from all the preceding by their feathered neck and long, slender 
beak, are of moderate size, and do not possess neeu^ly so much 
strength as the other Vultures ; but they attack with greater 
avidity carrion and all sorts of filth which attract them flrom a 
distance ; and they do not disdain excrement itself. 

22. The Percnoptems of Egif pi, (Pharaoh's Bird,)^Vn^r 
percnoptetvs, or Vultur levcocephalusy or Vultur fuKUSf — is of 

20. What are the Cathartes? Where are they found ? 

21. How are the Percnopteri diatingulshed ? What are their bahitt T 

22. What is Pharaoh's biid 7 Where is it found ? What are its habiU ? 
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the sfee of a crow : it is very common in the warm countries of 
the eastern continent, and follows the caravans through the 
desert to devour all that die. The ancient Egyptians respected 
it on account of the services it rendered the c« »untry by removing 
dead bodies : it is often seen represented on their monuments. 
Even at the present day no injury is offered to it, and there are 
even devout mussulmans who bequeath wherewith to support 9l 
certain number. 

23. In America there is another species of Percnopterus, the 
VrubUf — Pii//iirjo/a,^which performs the same services there. 

Tribe of Griffins. 

24. These hWds.^GypaetoSt—i Plate 3, fig. 3.) have the head 
and neck almost entirely covered with feathers ; the beak is • 
strong, straight, hooked at the end, and inflated on the curve : 
the nostrils are covered by stiff bristles ; there is a [>encil of 
bristles under the beak; the tarsi are short and feathered to the 
toes. 

25. In their conformation and habits, they very closely resem- 
ble the Vultures. Theu- talons are proportionally weak, and their 
wings are long and partly separate when in repose. When the 
crop Is full it projects at the lower part of the neck. 

26. The Lamb Vidtute, — Vnltar barbarus.^ Falco barbatut^ 
—(The Laemrcer-geyer)— which the Greeks named PhenPy and 
the Latins called Ossifraga^ is the largest of the birds of prey of 
the eastern continent, the high mountain chains of which it in- 
habits: it is almost as large as the Condor, and attacks lambs, 
^oats, chamois, and, it is said, even sleeping men. Generally it 
endeavours to force animds to throw themselves from precipitous 
rocks, and devours them after they have -been killed by the fall. 
His mantle is black with a white line in the middle of each feather, 
and all beneath the body as well as the neck is of a clear, 
brilliant, yellow colour. 

Tribe of Falcons. 

27 . The Diurnal Rapaces composing this tribe have the head 
and neck covered with feathers, like the preceding, but are dis- 
tinguished from them by their projecting eye-brows ^yhich make 

23. What is the Urubu ? 

24. How are the Griffins distinflruished 7 

25. In what particulars do Griffiua resemble Voltores ? 

26. What is tlie Limb Vulture ? Where iit it found T What are its habits f 
97. How is the tribe of Falcone dieiin^aished from other tribes of Diaroal 

iT 
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the eyes appear as if they were sunk into the head, and give to 
the physiognomy of these animals an aspect altogether different 
from that of the Vultures and GriflSns. {folate 3, fig 1, 7, and 8.) 

28. These birds have a lofty, rapid, and sustained flight ; their 
sense of sight, which is more extended and clearer than in any 
other animal, enables them to perceive the smallest prey, when 
they themselves are so high as to be out of the reach of our vision. 

29. Most of them feed wUlingly on fleshy while it is yet palpi- 
tating; but when pressed by hunger, they do not refuse dead 
bodies, as it has been generally believed, and instead of eating 
their prey on the spot as the vultures do, they bear it off to their 
eyry ; the largest species attack mammals and birds, others live 
dn fishes, some feed on reptiles, and others are exclusively in- 

' sectivorous. The female is generally a third larger than the 
male, and for this reason, is often designated under the name of 
tarsel. Moulting takes place but once a year, and age induces 
such great change in the plumage of these birds, that naturalists 
have frequently mistaken varieties depending on this cause alone, 
for distinct species ; the young are generally variegated with 
spots and longitudinal stripes, while the old ones are more 
uniform in colour, and are rather striped transversely; they are 
not clothed in their last or permanent livery untU their third? 
fourth, or even sixth year, and then the colours of their plumage 
differ according to the sex. 

30. They all seize their prey with their talons ; some, (suc^ 
as the Falcon, the Kite, <&c ) precipitate themselves perpendicu« 
larly upon the animals they wish to possess ; others, (the Buz- 
zard and Goshawks, for example) approach obliquely and attack 
sidewise only. They are, generally, silent and very difficult to 
tame, although some of them can be trained to hunt on the wing. 

31. This tribe, which embraces a great number of species, is 
divided into two principal sections, namely : Noble birds of Prey, 
and Ignoble birds of Prey, so named, because the former are 
employed in falconry, and the latter are not ; and each one of 
these sections is sub-divided in its turn, as may be seen in the 
following table : 

28. How does the vision of Falcons compare with that of other animAls T 

29. Upon what do the Falcons feed 7 

30. How do they lay hold of their prey ? Are Falcons nuisy bitds 7 Are 
they easily tamed 7 

31. How is the tribe of Falcons divided? What ^renera form the Noble 
Birds of Prey 7 What is the chief distinguishing feature of the Noble birde 
of Prty ? What genera belong to the Ignoble birds of Prey 7 
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32. In the Division of Noble Birds of Prey, the second 
qaiW of the wing is the longest, and only exceeds the first one a 
very little, which makes their wings pointed, and influences their 
manner of flight very much ; when the air is calm, their flight is 
always very oblique, and to rise perpendicularly they have to 
fly against the wind. 

33. Falcons properly «o cALLED—Fcf/co, — are recognised 
by the tooth or notching with which the upper mandible is armed * 
on each side, near its point, and by their wings being almost 
always as long or longer than their tail. In proportion to their 
size they are the most conrageoutii of all birds of prey ; a quality 
which corresponds with the power of their arms and the strength 
of their wings. * They are also the most docile of the hunting 
birds, and the most in)portant in the art of falconry, as they are 
taught to pursue the game, and return when they are called. 

34. The principal species of this genus are; the Common 
Falcon, — Falc'i communis, — which is of the size of a hen, and 
Inhabits all the northern part of the globe ; the Hohby, — Falco 
9ubbute0y — ^the Merlin, — Fako €Bscalon, and the Falco Htho^ 
fulco, — which inhabit Europe, and when young resemble the 
common Falcon ; the Kestrels, have shorter toes and their flight 
is not so rapid. The dijration of the life of the Falcon is very 
great ; it is stated that in the year 1793, a person caught, at the 
Cape of Good Hope, a falcon wearing a collar of gold, upon 
which was engraved, this bird, in 1610, belonged to James I, 
King of England. It was consequently, upwards of one hun- 
dred and eighty years old, and still preserved its vigour. Tlie 
flight of the falcon is very rapid ; it commonly feeds on large 
birds, such as pheasants, pigeons, ducks, geese, &c., and to 
possess them, it rises above its prey, and pounces j^erpendicu- 
larly upon it. This quality and the facility with which the com- 
mon falcon may be trained, caused it to be much esteemed when 
the great and wealthy were pleased to pursue game with birds, as 
they do now with dogs ; this bird has given its name to the art of. 
hunting with birds of prey. The manner of training these ani- 
mals was by shutting them up from the light, exhausting their 
strength by fatigue, and fasting, and then presenting bait, find 
accustoming them by degrees to pursue this or that kind of 
game. 

33. Which is the longest quill in ooble birds of Prey ? 

33. What 18 the disting-uishing mark of Falcons properly so called / 
What is their general character ? 

34. What are the principal species of Falcon ? What is falconry 7 
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35. The Gerfalcon^t — Hieroialco^ — have the tail much longer 
than the wings, which are also krge. Only one species is known. 

36. The Ger/afcoft^ or Iceland Fafcon, — Faico rancHcans, and 
Faico islandicusj — is most esteemed of all birds in itlcon ry. It 
is a fourth larger than the Falcon, and chiefly inhabits the 
northern parts of Europe. 

37. In the Division of Ignoble Birds of Pret, the beak has 
no lateral tooth near its point, but a simple scallop or festoon, 
and the fourth quill of the wing is almost always the longest, 
while the first is very short ; in consequence of this the wings 
are truncate at the extremity, and their flight is more feeble. 
They have been called ignoble because they could never be 
employed in falconry. 

38 This section is very numerous, and is divided, as we have 
already seen, into many genera, which are sub-divided again into 
sub-genera, many of which are sufficiently important to be 
noticed in this place. 

39. The genus of Eagles, — d^^rtit'/n,-. comprises the strongest 
and most courageous birds of prey of the great tribe of Falcons, . 
and is distinguished by the form of the beak; it is sub-divided 
into Eagles properly so called, Fisher-Eagles, Ospreys, Harpies, &c. 

40. Eagles properlt so called, — ^qnila, — have the tarsi 
feathered to the roots of the toes, and the wings as long as the 
tail. {Plate S,Jig 1.) [Their vision is wonderfully extensive,' 
and they are enabled to fix their eyes upon the sun, by the aid 
of the membrana nictitam^ which lessens the intensity of the 
light] 

41. These birds are remarkable for the nobleness of their 
bearing, and for their bold and daring attitude. They are cele- 
brated for their coiu^ge, and as their habits are always in corres- 
pondence with their organization, nature has endowed them 
with great strength and powerful arms. They are fond of 
carnage, and in general . they prefer attacking animals of con- 
siderable size : it is only when they are pressed by hunger that 
they pursue small birds, and they never eat carrion, even when 
in a state of absolute want. They generally live in pairs; but 

35. How ore the Gerfalcoos distinguished ? 

36. How many species of Gerfalcons are known ? 

37. How are the ignoble birds of prey dieting uisbed 7 Why are tliey 
•ailed ignoble? 

38. Are the divisions of this section numerous? 

39. How is the genus of Eagles distinguished 7 What are the Bub> 
genera 7 

40. How are Eagles properly so called distinguished 7 

41. What are the habits of Eagles 7 Do they eat carrion ? 

4 
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46 EAGLEg. 

do not permit other birds of prey to reside in the vicinity of their 
abode ; they do not even permit their young to share the domain 
wherein they are established, and drive them off as soon as they 
jire able to provide for themselves. The male and female are 
generally seen at a short distance from each other, and they seem 
to have a sort of understanding with each other in hunting ; it is 
asserted, that one of the two beats the bushes while the other 
awaits on some rock or neighbouring tree, to seize the startled 
game in its flight. While the female is detained in the eyry by 
the incubation of Jier eggs, or by the cares required by her young 
the male hunts alone, and, as it is the season when game begins 
to abound, he easily provides for his own subsistance as well as 
for that "of his companion. These animals can endure very 
long fasting, especially when captivity or maternal cares force 
them to repose. A common eagle taken in a snare, has been 
known to pass five weeks without taking any aliment, and not ap- 
pear enfeebled, except during the last eight days. The capacity 
of their crop is very considerable, and this pouch may serve as a 
reservoir of food sufficient for several days. 

42. Eagles properly so called, are found in all parts of the 
eastern continent, and some species belong to New Holland. In 
general, they inhabit the main land, and do not establish them- 
selves either on narrow peninsulas or on islands, unless they are 
of great extent. They live on mountains and ordinarily con- 
struct their nests or eyties on the highest and most precipitous 
rocks, or on the platform of some deserted tower. These nests 
are of considerable extent, and rest most frequently on some flat 
surface found amongst the rooks ; they are built of pieces of 
wood, which are often five or six feet in length ; their interior is 
lined with moss and dry leaves; and their height increases 
every year by the accumulation of the bones of animals which 
these birds bring to their nests. In short, eagles never change 
their eyry ; the one they build for their first laying of eggs serves 
them for the remainder of their lives. 

43. In the genus of Eagles, as well as in all other birds of 
prey, the female is much larger than the male, and seems to 
be also the most courageous. She lays but two or three eggs 
every year, and frequently rears only a single eagle at a time. 
The duratio^i of incubation, (at least for the imperial eagle,) is 
thirty days. 

— ' ' ■ ■ ' 

49. Wliere are Eagles found 7 What situations do they select for their 

■ests? 
43« How does the female differ from the male Eagles ? How many eggs 

does she lay in a year 7 
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44. The Common Eagle, — Falcofulous, — Falco melanaeios,-^ 
Falco niger, {Plate 3, fig. 1.) which is also called, yellow eagle, 
or black eagle, and which has been distinguished by the name of 
Royal Eagle, from which it differs only in age, inhabits all the 
great forests of Europe, and is more particularly met with in the 
mountains of Sweden, Scotland, and the Tyrol ; it feeds upon 
lambs and fawns, which it carries off with surprising force, and 
rarely attacks large birds. Its eggs are of a dirty white colouri 
spotted red. 

45. The Imperial Eagle f^Falc^ imperialism— Aquila heliaca, 
—has a shorter body, and longer wings than the common eagle ; 
it inhabits the high, wooded mountains of the south and east of 
Europe, and is quite common in Egypt. It pursues deers, roe- 
bucks and other quadrupeds, from which it tears enormous 
shreds and carries to its eyry ; it is still more terrible to other 
birds, and to it are to be attributed most of the exaggerated 
accounts of the strength, courage, and magnanimity, which the 
ancients gave of the Grolden Eagle. 

4t>. The Fisher Eagles, — HalicetuSf — differ from eagles pro- 
perly so called in the tarsi, only the upper half of which are 
invested with feathers ; they keep near the margins of rivers, 
and the sea, and live chiefly on fishes. The species which are 
designated by the names of Ossifragus and Pygargust are found 
in all the northern parts of the globe. 

47. The Bald Eigle^^Falco leucocephalus, — inhabits North 
America, and is constantly occupied in fishing. It is of a uniform 
deep brown colour, with a white head and tail ; its beak is yellow 
and it is almost as large as the common eagle of Europe. It is 
the figure of this bird that is represented in the national emblems 
of the United St^s. 

48. The Ospreys, — Pandion^ — have the beak and feet of the 
Fisher Eagles. Only one species is known, which is found along 
the shores of fresh waters in almost every part of the globe. It 
is the Fish Hawk, or Osprey, — Fako halicBtus, 

49. The Great Harpy of ^mericGt — Falco harpyia, — Of all 
birds, this possesses the most terrific beak and claws ; it is supe- 
rior in size to the common eagle. Such are its powers that it is 
said to have cleft a man's skull with its beak ; its ordinary food 
is the sloth, and it often carries ofi" fawns. 

44. What are the characters of the common Eagle ? 

45. Where is the Imperial Eagle found T What are its habits t 

46. What are Fisher.Eagles 7 

47. Whutisthe Bald Eagle? 

48. Where are the Ospreys feand 7 

49. What is the character of the American Harpy? 
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50. The Gbnus op Goshawks,— w^fi^tti^^-comprises the Go«. 
hawkft properly so called, and the Sparrow-hawks ; they have 
the tarsi scutellated, (that is, armed in front with large scaly- 
plates,) and are distinguished from each other by the length of 
this part of the claw. Although cowardly, they may be employed 
in falconry. 

5 J . The Sparrow-Hawks, — Sisvs, — have the tarsi higher than 
the Goshawks ; but the transitions from one division to the other 
are almost insensible. 

52. The KrrES, — Milvvst — have a forked tail and excessively 
long wings, which makes their flight exceedingly rapid ; their 
tarsi are short and their nails weak ; their beak (^Plute B^jig* 8.) 
is dispropartioned to their size, and they are the most cowardly 
birds of this whole tribe. The cunmon kite of France, — Falco 
milvvs^ — of all birds, sustains itself the longest and most tran- 
quilly ; the elegance of its flight has been celebrated by poet«. 
it seldom attacks any thing but reptiles. 

53. The Buzzards, — Buteo, — have very long wings, but th^ 
tail is equal, their feet are strong, and their beak is curved from 
its base. The only species found in France is the Common 
Buzzard, — Falco buteo. This bird dwells throjighout the year 
in the forests, and appears stupid and idle ; it often remains for 
several hours together perched upon the same tree ; it does not 
seize its prey upon the wing, but awaits on a hillock of earth, a 
bush or a tree, from which it pounces upon its victim ; it feeds 
on young hares, partridges, young birds, and, when this game 
feils, even on toads, serpents, grassho];^rs, &c. The nest, of the 
Buzzard is built of small branches and lined inside with wool or 
other soft substances ; these birds lay two or three eggs, which 
are whitish, spotted yellow ; the mother takes^ve of her young 
for a longer time than any other bird of prey, and it is stated, 
that the male continues to feed them after its female has been 
killed. 

54. The Harriers. — Circust, — differ firom the Buzzards in their 
more elevated tarsi, and by a sort of collar formed, on each side 
of the neck, by the ends of the featha^s that cover their esurs. 
There are three species in France, namely ; the Falco pygarguf^ 
or bird of Saint Martin^ which buUds every where, and keeps 
very much in the fields ; the Falco cineraceuSf which has the 

50. What birds are compirieed in the gfcpos of Goshawks ? 

51. How are the Sparrowhawks distinguifhed from the Goshawks? 
53. How are Kites characterised f 

53. How are Buzzards distinguished 7 Wh^ are their habits T 

54. How do Hairicrs difbr ^oui Biiizards 7 
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same habits, and the Falco ceniginosus, which keeps within the 
reach of water courses, and feeds on reptiles. 

55. The HoNEY-BuzzARDs, — Pernisy — are distinguished from 
all the rest of the tribe of falcons by the feathers which cover the 
space between the eye and beak, which space in all other birds of 
this tribe is ordinarily naked, and simply furnished with a few 
hairs. The Common Hfuey-Buzzard^ — Falco apivoruSf — feeds 
on insects, and principally on bees and wasps. 

56. Many naturalists also place in the tribe of Falcons, the 
Messenger or Secretary — SerpentarinSf or Gypogeramts — a bird 
which inhabits the south of Africa, and which is very remark- 
able for the extraordinary length of its tarsi ; but it differs too 
much from other birds of prey, to be arranged in the same tribe 
as the preceding, and should constitute by itself a fourth division 
of the family of Diurnae. 

57. The Secretary,— Falco serpentariusy - inhabits the dry 
and open grounds in the vicinity of the Cape of Good Hope, 
where it hunts reptiles on foot ; its claws consequently become 
much worn. " I perceived one day," says M. Smith, ** a Secre^ 
tary that made two or three turns on the wing, near to where I 
was. He soon settled, and I saw that he examined very atten- 
tively some object near the place where he alighted. Having 
cautiously approached, he extended one wing which he constantly 
agitated. I then discovered a serpent of large size, elevating its 
head, and seemingly awaiting the advance of the bird to strike 
him ; but a quick blow of the wing of the Secretary soon turned 
it over : the bird appeared to wait till the serpent should rise in 
order to strike again, but approached, and seizing it in his claws 
and beak, rose perpendicularly into the air, from whence he let it 
fall, and thus finished the killing, and afterwards disposed of it 
in perfect security." 

FAMILY OF NOCTURNAL BIRDS OF PREY. 
68. The birds of prey of the femily of noctur/ue, have a very 
large head and a very short neck, {Plate 3, fig. 2. and 5.) ; the 
eyes are directed forward and surrounded by a circle of fringed 
feathers, (he anterior of which cover the cere of the beak, and 
the posterior, the opening of the ear ; the pupil is very large and 
the sight is weak. The external toe can be directed forwards or 

55. In what particulars do the Honey. Buzzards differ from other birds of 
the tribe of Falcons ? 

56. Does the Secretary properly belongs to the tribe of Falcons ? 

57. Where is the Secretary found ? Wkat are its habits? 

58. What are the zoological characters of the birds of the fitniily of 
Nocturne ? What is the character of the pupil 7 

4» 
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backwards at will The apparatus (^ flight is not strong, the 
fourchette is weak, and the feathers are armed with soft beard, 
and are covered with a very fine down ; the gizzard is somewhat 
muscular. 

59. These birds which are often designated under the collec- 
tive name of Owls,— fi^/rir, — are blinded by broad day, and 
only see well in the twilight, or at night when it is not very dark, 
the time they choose for hunting; and as their silky feathers 
permit them to fly without noise, it is very easy for them to 
obtain possession of birds and smsdl mammals upon which they 
suddenly pounce ; there are some species that hunt even in the 
day time, but during this period they generally retire into hollow 
trees or rents in walls ; sometimes they lay squat on branches 
of trees, and then all the little birds, of which they are the terrw 
during twDight, come to tease and insult them. During the night 
they often utter plaintive cries, which the vulgar regard as un- 
fortunate omens ; but in reality these birds are more useful than 
injurious to agriculture, on account of the number of small 
mamm^ of the order of rodentia which they destroy. It te 
probable, the large size of the head, and their habitual tranquility, 
obtained for them the reputation for wisdom which they enjoyed 
among the ancients. 

60. All the nocturnal birds of prey resemble each other very 
much, and the differences observed pass from one to the other by 
such insensible intermediate shades that it is difficult to establish 
good generic differences in this femily. 

t>l. Owls PRORERLY so called, — Eared Owls, — Olus^ — {Plate 
3, fig, 2.) have the disk of firinged feathers which surrounds the 
eyes, very complete, and itself bordered by a circle of scaly 
feathers ; they have moveable tufts half the length of the head, 
the external ear very large and furnished in front with a mem- 
branous operculum, and the feet are feathered to the nails. The 
common owl, — Strix otug^ — is frequent in France and the United 
States ; its length from the top of its head to the end of the tail 
is thirteen or fourteen inches, and its plumage is yellow with 
brown spots. It ordinarily inhabits forests, and establishes its 
retreat in caverns, deserted houses, in ruins, and during the 
whole night utters sad and plaintive groans ; it often takes pos- 
session of nests abandoned "by crows, ducks, &c. 

59. Why are Owls designated af noctarnal birds of prey ? Upon what 
de they feed 7 

60. Are the generic differences found in Nocturnal birds of prey easily 
fecogrnised 7 

61. How are Owls properly no called chftraciteriaed 7 
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62. The Howlers, — (7/ii/a, — only differ from the preceding 
owls in the absence of the tufts of feathers, which in common 
language, are sometimes called horns. 

63. The Screech Owls, — Strixy — ^resemble owls property so 
called in the disposition of their ears, but are distinguished from 
them by the beak, which is elongated and curved only at the ex- 
tremity, while in the other nocturnae it is arched from its base, 
I'hey are without tufts, and instead of feathers, have only hairs on 
the toes. The common species in France, known as the screech 
owl {effraicy) is of all the owls, most especially regarded by the 
people as a bird of evil omen ; its plumage is yellow, shaded 
with ash colour or brown above, and prettily spotted black 
and white. It is found in Asia and America as well as in Europe. 

64. The Hooting Owls, — Syrniumj — differ from the screech 
owls in their auditory conch which is reduced to an oval cavity, 
that does not occupy the half of the helglU of the cranium; their 
feet are feathered down to the nails. 

65. The Dues, or Horned Owls, — Bubo, — have tufts like the 
eared owls, and an auditory conch as small as the hooting owls^ 
but they have the disk of feathers around the eyes less 
marked than the preceding owls. The Grand Due, or Great 
Horned Owl of naturalists, — Strix bubo, — is about two feet long, 
and is the largest of all the nocturnae ; it is common in the great 
forests of the eastern parts of Europe, and is also met with in 
France. Its food consists ordinarily of moles and small animals 
of the order rodentia, but we are assured th'at it sometimes 
attacks young roe-bucks, and it often contends with buzzards, 
and carries off their prey. The great horned owl of the United 
States, — Bubo virginianvg, — which is found in all parts of our 
country, feeds on the gallinaceous birds, domestic poultry, hares, 
opossums, &c. 

66 In former times, this owl was employed in falconry to 
attract the kite ; they tied a fox's tail to the Due to render its 
figure still more extraordinary ; it flew even with the ground 
and alighted in the fields without perching on trees ; the kite, 
which perceived it from a distance, came and approached the 
Due, or Great Homed Owl, not to attack, but rather to examine 
it, and kept near it long enough to be taken by the hunters or by 
the birds of prey which they let slip in pursuit. 

63. How do the Howlers differ from Owls properly so called 7 

63. How are Screech Owls characterised? 

64. In what particulars do the Hooting Owls differ from the Screech Owls 7 

65. How are the Horned Owls characterised ? Where is the Great 
Horned Owl found 7 Upon what does it feed ? 

66. In what way was the Great Horned Owl Mnplojed in Faloonrj T < 
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67. The owls of the genera Noctua and Scops, have the open- 
ing of the ear larger than ordinary birds, and the disk of feathers 
around the eyes smaller and less complete than in all the pre- 
ceding owls. These characters coincide with the peculiarities of 
their habits, which bring them near to the diurnal birds of prey. 
In fact, many owls see suflSciently well in the day to distinguish 
and pursue their prey. The Scops have the heads furijished with 
tufts. There is one species found in France, whose plumage is 
ash colour, spotted black. . 



LESSON IV. 

Order op PASSERiNiB. — Zoological Characters » — Habits. — Divi- 
sion into Jive fa mifies. 

Family op Dentirostres. — Shrikes. — Flycatchers. — Cotingas.—-' 
Blackbirds, — Thrushes. — Waler-thrnshes. — Orioles. — Lyres. 
— War bier 8f (such as the Nightingalesj Linnets^ and Wrens.) 

Family op Fissirostres. — (Swallows) — Habits, — {Swallow^ pro- 
perly so called, Martin.) — Goatsuckers. — Habits* 

Family op Connirostres. — Larks. — Titmouse — Buntings. ~^ 
Sparrows, — Crows, {Crow properly so called, Jackdaw, Mag* 
piCi Jay.) — Birds of Paradise. 



OBDBB OF PA SSBBINJa, 

L This order includes all birds that are neither swimmers, 
waders, climbers, rapaceous, nor gallinaceous ; that is, it contains 
all birds that are not assigned to the other five orders ; we find its 
characteristics, therefore, are purely negative; yet, although we can- 
not unite all the species that belong to it under a common descrip- 
tion, they nevertheless naturally resemble each other in the totality 
or assemblage of their organization. The Passerinae have neither 
the violence of the birds of prey, nor the fixed regimen of the 
gallinaceous or aquatic birds ; insects, fruits and grains consti- 
tute their food, which consists more exclusively of grain, in pro- 
portion to the largeness of their beak, and more exclusively of in- 
sects as it is more slender ; and those that have strong beaks pursue 

67. How are the genera of Noctua and Scops characterised ? Are all 
Owls incapable of seeing- in the dayliirht ? 

1. What are the characters which distinguish the Passerine from other 
orders of birds? Upon what do they feed? What is the number and 
wraBgement of their toes? 



dbyGoOgk 



FAMILY OF DENTIROSTRES. 



47 



even small birds. The proportional length of their wings, and the 
extent of their flight are as variable as their habits. They have 
four toes, three before and one behind, and occassionally, two be- 
fore and one behind, and sometimes all four are in front; but 
there are mvet two before and two behind, as in the next Ordbr ; 
and the middle toe is joined to a greater or less extent, to the 
external toe by means of a membrane. 

2. The order of Passerinae is very numerous, and is divided 
into five families, wJiich may be distinguished by the following 
characters : 

(Familiei.) 

f Notched oo both sides near its \ 
poirU. 



i 



f The external 
t«je shorter than 
the middle one, 
and free for the 
greater part of ' 

its length. 

Superior man. 

dible, 



Dentirostres. 



Without 

a 

notch. 



' Short, wide, flattened, ) 
horizontally, and very > Fissirostres. 
o|>eu. \ 

Strong and conical, ^ Conirostres. 

^ Slender and elongated }>Tenuirostres. 



The external toe almost as long as the middle one, to ) 
which it is united as far as to the penultimate artico- > STNDACTTLiB. 
^ lation. \ 

FAMILY OF DENTIROSTRES. 

3. This family includes those Passerinae only that have the 
beak notched on both sides near the point ; they are all insecti- 
vorous, and most of them also eat berries and other tender 
firuits. They have been classed according to the general form of 
their beak, and in this way divided into many tribes, the chief of 
which may be recognised by the following characters : 

2. Into bow many families is the order of Passerinse divided ? What is 
characteristic of the Dentirostes? How are the Fissirostres distinguished? 
How do the Conirosters differ from the Fissirostres ? What is the character 
of the beak in the Tenuirostres ? How are the Sand xtyles distinguished 
from the other four families of Passerines ? 

3. What are the general characters of the Dentirostres ? {Answered in 
ike Table,) How are the Shrikes recognised ? By what characters are the 
Flycatchers kiiown? How are the Contingas distinguished? How are 
Tanagers characterised 7 What are the characters of the Ant-catchers 7 
How are the Thrushes distinguished 7 By what are tlie Orioles known 1 
How are the Warblers recognised 7 . In what tribes of the fiimily uf Denti- 
rostes is the external toe free ? How are Cocks of the Rock known? 
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4. The Shrikes,'— Zani?f«, — have a moderate, but strong beak, 
Which is straight from its origin, and very compressed ; the upper 
mandible is strongly curved towards the point where it forms a 
hook, and is armed with a deep notch ; its base is provided with 
stiff hairs, and is destitute of cere. Though small in size, these 
birds are full of courage; they contend with birds of prey, 
and, like them, live by rapine. They feed on insects and small 
birds, and always inhabit the woods and bushes on the planes ; 
they live in families, and fly irregularly, and precipitately, utter- 
ing shrUl cries. There are five species in Europe, and several in 
America. The common or Great Shrike, — Lanivs excubitovy — 
which is ash coloured above, white beneath, and of the size of a 
Thrush; and the Butcher Bird, — Lanius collurio, — which is 
smaller than the others, has the back and wings fawn colour ; 
this last bird destroys a great many small animals, birds and 
young toads, as well as a number of insects, grasshoppers, 
beetles, &c., which it has the habit of sticking on the thorns of 
bushes, in order to devour them at leisure, or to find them again 
when wanted. This little Shrike makes its appearance in the 
spring, and quits France and the United States in the autumn. 

The cassicans and vangas, and several other genera are grouped 
in this tribe, and have similar habits. 

5. The Fly-catchers, — Muscicapa, — are found in all parts of 
the world. Their beak is moderate, strong, and compressed to- 
wards the point, which is curved, and deeply notched ; the base 
is fiirnished with long, stiff hairs, that cover the nostrils, which 
are lateral and oval. These birds are travellers. They feed on 
small birds, or on insects, which they catch on the wing ; they 
alight on trees in the forests. Europe possesses a great many 
species, 

6. The name of Tyrant, — Tyrannvg,— is given to those fly- 
catchers of America, that have a strong beak ; other birds of this 
division on the contrary, have a very slender beak. They defend 
their young even from the eagle, and drive all birds of prey from 
their nest. The larger species feed on small birds, and do not 
always despise carrion. 

7. The CoTiNGAS, or Crown Birds. — ^mpelis, — are for the 
most part, remarkable for the beauty of their plumage. Their 
beak is short, slightly depressed, a little convex above, and sud- 

4. What are the characters of Sljrikes 7 What are their habits 7 Upon 
what do they feed 7 From what ciicumstance does the Butcher bird derive 
its name 7 

5 What are the characters of the Flycatchers 7 On what do they feed t 

6. What are TyranU 7 What are their habits 7 

7 What are the characters of the Cotiiigas7 , 



dbyGoOgk 



50 TANA6ERS.— THRUSHES— BLACKBIRDS. 

denly flexed at the point; their nostrils are half closed by a 
membrane, and covered in a degree by the hairs of the face ; 
their feet are moderate : all the species belong to South America. 
The plumage of the male is, in general, adorned with the richest 
tints of purple and azure ; but these birds are not in all their 
beauty except in the spring, for during the rest of the year their 
tints are gray or brown. 

8. The Ciatterers, — Bomhycilla, — have the head ornamented 
with a toupet of feathers. There is one species, the Bohemian 
Chatterer, — Ampelin yarmhia^ — that visits Europe in flocks, at 
long and irregular intervals, from which circumstance, its presence 
for a long time was considered as an evil omen. It is thought to 
inhabit the extreme north. The flesh is esteemed a greatt delicacy. 
The Cedar Bird, or Cherry Birdy — Bomby cilia carolinensist — 
is found throughout the American continent. Some of them re- 
main in Pennsylvania and New Jersey during the winter. 

9. The Tanagbrs, — Tanagra^ — are small birds, remarkable 
for the most part, for the varied cdour of their plumage. They 
resemble the Finches in their habits, and feed on grain, as well 
as on berries and insects. The Summer Red Bird, — Tanagra 
cestiva, — is of a ver million red. It passes the greater part of 
the year in the tropical America. It is met with in the sandy, 
barren forests of New Jersey, in small numbers. 

10. TheTuRnsHEs, — 7t«rrfM<,— have a moderate beak with a 
sharp compressed point, but not forming a hook, and having the 
notches not so deep as in the Shrikes ; they are more frugivorous. 
It is to be remarked also, that their nostrUs are half closed by a 
naked membrane, and the tarsi are longer than the middle toe. 
Some remain in the country where they are bom ; others travel 
in numerous flocks. The flesh of most of these birds is much 
esteemed. 

1 1. We apply the name of Thmsheg properly so called to those 
species in which the colours are uniform or distributed in large 
masses, and we call those Thrushes \n which the plumage is 
dappled, that is, marked with small black and brown spots. 

12. The European Blackbird, — Turdus mervla, — is found in 
France throughout the year ; the male is entirely black with a 
yellow beak, and the female is brownish. These birds are the 
first to hail with their songs the return of spring ; heard at a 

8. What are the Chatterers 7 

9. What are Tanajrere 7 

JO. What are the charaotera of Thmshet 7 

11. How are the two kiikla of Thrushea distinp aiahed 7 

12. What are the habiU of the Europeaa Blaekbird ? 
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distance they are very agreeable; they possess the power of 
pawing from the lowest to the highest tones. In captivity their 
foice loses its brilliancy and becomes even hoarse and false. 
This blackbird loves solitude ; it only keeps in the thickest and 
most distant copses. It feeds on worms and insects, and very 
adroitly breaks snail shells against rocks or stones. . The female 
constructs her nest with great art, which is well cushioned on the 
inside and covered on the outride with grass. She ordinarily lays 
four or five blue eggs, covered with brown spots. 

13. The Grtwe,or Common Thrush^ — Tvrdus musicusj — some- 
what smaller than the preceding, is brown on the back, reddish 
yellow with black spots on the neck and breast, white on the 
belly and flanks, with black spots ; the wings are brown above, 
yellow beneath ; the beak is brown, and the tarsi are brownish 
gray. It is met with in France only as a bird of passage ; it 
arrives there in great flocks at the end of September, and sojourns 
nearly a month ; then it returns in March and April to disappear 
again in May. A few individuals however, remain, and build 
on low trees or bushes ; they lay two or three times a year, from 
four to six eggs each time. The song of the Thrush is agreeable; 
and its flesh is delicate ; it announces the return of spring, and 
remains during three quarters of the year. It is often heard 
when the skies are heavy with clouds ; which circumstance has 
gained for it, in some countries, the title of bird of storms. When 
this Thrush is disturbed, his hoarse and noisy song seems to be a 
mixture of warbling and cries. In its ordinary condition, its 
gammut is, on the contrary, a scale of soft and grave tones; it 
often sings many hours together without the slightest interruption. 
When reared with the Linnet and Nightingale, it seems to study 
their song, and ends by appropriating it. The American Robin 
or Migrating Thrusht—Turdttsfnigiatorius," is found in summer 
throughout the North American continent. The Robin Red-breast, 
which is said to have covered, with a leafy shroud, the lost and 
wandering " babes in the wood," is held in universal respect. Its 
song, however, has not the compass and variety of the preceding 
species. 

14. The Missle Thrush, — Turdvs viscivorus, — the Litornc^ — 
Turdtis pilaris, — and the Mavis, — Turdvs ilincvs^ — are three 
other species of Thrush which are also found in Europe. 

15. The Mocking Bird,— Tvrdus polgglottus, — an American 
bird, celebrated for the astonishing facility with which it un 

13. What are the habits of the Grive or Common Thrush ? 

14. What other Thrushes are found in Europe? 

15. What is the Mocking bird ? 

5 
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hesitatingly imitates all the sounds it hears, also belongs to the 
tribe of Thrushes. 

16. The Water Thrushes, — CinduSf — have a cutting, straight, 
elevated beak, compressed and rounded towards the end, with 
the point of the upper mandible bent over the lower one. There 
is but one species in Europe, which has the singular habit of 
descending into the water, without swimming, but walking about 
the bottom in search of small animals upon which it feeds. The 
Jltufrican Water Ousel, or Dipper, — Vinclus Americanus^ — is 
cinereous gray, with a blackish brown head and neck. It is 
distinguished from the European species by the absence of the 
white on the chin and throat. Of the particular habits of this 
bird little is yet known. 

17. The Ant-Catchers, — Myoihera, — so called because they 
Hve chiefly on smts, are recognised by their long legs and short 
tail ; they are found on both continents. 

1 8. The Orioles, — Oriolus, — resemble the thrushes very much, 
but their beak is a little stronger, their legs are shorter and their 
wings a little longer in proportion. 

19. The European Orio/ej or Golden Tltrush^ the Yellow 
Thrush of the Germans, — Oriolus galbula,^\s of nearly the same 
size as the thrush, (nine or ten inches long, and the spread of the 
wings about sixteen.) The male is of a beautiful yellow ; the wings, 
the tail and a spot between the eye and beak are black, and the 
end of the tail is yellow ; but during the first two years of life, like 
the female at all times, he has an olive in {dace of the yellow, and 
brown in place of the black colour. This bird suspends its nest, 
which is very artfully constructed, from the branches of trees ; in 
the summer it eats cherries and other fruits, but in the spring it 
feeds on insects : it remains in Europe only during the warm 
season, and goes to Africa to pass the winter. It migrates in 
companies of five or six. In the summer, when it has become 
fat, its flesh is good to eat, and were it not so difficult to rear, it 
would be the ornament of our cages for its beauty. The Balti' 
more Oriole, or Golden Robin, — Oriolus ballimorCf — Icterui 
baltimore,^comes amongst us from its winter retreats in South 
America, about the first week in May. It bears a general resem- 
blance to the preceding. 

20. The Lyres, — .1/<cwra, — have been placed with the gallina- 
ceous birds by some naturalists who were more struck with their 

16. What are the characters of the Water Thrushes 7 

17. How aie the Ant-catchers recognised? 

18. What are the characters of the Orioles 7 

19. What are the characters of the European Oriole 7 What are its habits 7 
30. What are the Lyres ? From what do they take their name 7 
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large size than the disposition of their feet and other characters ; 
but in reality these birds approach much nearer to the thrushes, 
from which they scarcely differ in the form of their beak. They 
are distinguished by the singular conformation of the tail of the 
male bird, the different feathers of which exactly resemble a 
Lyre. These birds belong to New Holland ; only one species is 
known. 

21. The Warblers, — Motacilla^ — are extremely numeroua in 
species, which are found in all countries. They have a straight, 
slender beak, in the form of a bodkin, higher than it is broad at 
the base ; the point of the upper mandible is often notched, and 
the lower one is straight ; the nostrils are half closed by a mem- 
brane ; the tarsi are longer than the middle toe. Birds of this 
genus are emphatically singers ; they are almost all migratory, 
and insectivorous. They are divided into many sub-genera, 
among which we may mention : 

22. The Traquets, — Saxicofa, — are lively birds that stand 
tolerably high on their legs ; the French species build on the 
ground and feed exclusively on insects : such are the Common 
Traquety — Motacilla rubicola, — and the Wheat Ear, — MotaciUa 
4BaHthe, 

23. The Rubietteg^^Sylvia, — live on insects, worms and ber- 
ries ; they are solitary, and generally build in holes ; the Stone' 
chat, — Motacilla rubicola, — belong* to this sub-genus. 

24. In the division of Fauvette$,--'Curruca, — the beak is more 
slender than in the traquettesy or rubiettes. The most interesting 
species of this little group is the Nightingale, — Motacilla 
/M5ci/i«a,— the plumage of which is reddish brown above, and 
whitish grsLy beneath, the tail being a little red. This bird, whose 
song is so celebrated, never lives in flocks. The female con- 
structs her nest, in the foliage, of straw and moss ; she ordinarily 
lays two or three times a year, and four or five eggs on each occa- 
sion. While she is sitting, the male, perched upon a neighbour- 
ing branch, endeavours to relieve the weariness of her task by 
the harmony of his voice; if an enemy approach, he continues 
to sing, and his interrupted accents tell his companion all she has 
to fear. In the silence of the night, when all other birds have 
suspended their concerts, the melodious voice of the Nightingale 
alone is heard ; and the variety, the sweetness and harmony of 
his notes place him in the first rank of singing birds. 

21. What are the characterg of the Warblers ? 
2'2. What are the Traquets 1 

23. What are the habits of the Rubiettes 7 

24. What>are the characters and habits of the Nightingale? 
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25. The Fmivettet — MotaciUa orpAea,^— which is ashy brown 
above, whitish beneath, is common in Europe, and particularly 
in the southern provinces of France, which it leaves in flocks, 
about the middle of autumn, to return in the spring. It feeds on 
insects and soft fruits, and malces its 'nest in the bushes or reeds ; 
the male has a strong, sonorous voice, which is not disagreeable. 
Its song, says Buffon, somewhat resembles that of the Nightin- 
gale, and is enjoyed for a long time ; for, many weeks after the 
songster of the spring-time is hushed, the woods every where re- 
sound with the song of the fauvette ; its voice is smooth, pure, 
and light, and its succession of nuxiulations, though of snmll ex- 
tent, are agreeable, flexible, and graduated. 

26. The Wrens, — Regulus, — ^are little birds that keep on trees, 
and there pursue gnats. The Hoitelct, or Kinglet, — MotaciUa 
regulus, — is the smallest of European birds; the head of the malQ 
is adorned with a small yellow tufl bordered with black. 

27. These birds possess a great deal of activity and agility ; 
they are almost always in motion ; they leap from branch to branch, 
climb trees on all sides, they eagerly hunt in nil the cracks of the 
bark, and sometimes they suspend themselves, feet upwards like 
the tom-tit ; they feed on insects, little worms and various small 
grains. The female lays from ten to eighteen eggs which scarcely 
exceed a large pea in size ; her nest of leaves is placed on the 
branches of the fir-tree, in such a nsanner as to be swayed in all 
directions by the wind. 

28. The True Wrens — 7Vogf/od|y/e«,— have the middle toe 
rather long, and the nails of moderate length. They are remark- 
able for their almost domestic habits, often building from prefer- 
ence about houses, either empty or inhabited ; they also sing 
agreeably ; species are found on both continents. The Hoiue 

Wren, — Troglodytes aedon, — Sylvia domestica, — is OfHy a sum* 
mer resident of the United States; but the Winter Wren, — 
Troglodytes hyemalis, — sometimes psisses the winter in Penn- 
sylvania. 

29. The Wag-iaihy — MotaciUa, —are remarkaWe for the length 
of their tail, which they are constantly elevating and depressing. 

30. The Meadow Larks, or Titlarks,— JinthuSj — somewhat 
resemble the larks, (Alauda) on account of the long nail with 
which their thumb is armed. 

25. What are the habits of the Fauvette? 

26. What are Wrens? 

27. What are the habits of Wrens ? 

28. What are the characters of the true Wrens ? 

29. How arc the W»g.lails characterised ? 

30. In what respect do the Meadow LarM resemble theLftrkft^ 
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31. The Common Titlark, — Anthus pratensis, or Alauda pra' 
teiisisy — frequents humid prairies and becomes extremely fat in 
the autumn ; in many parts of France it is then sought, and is 
known under the name of Bec-figue, — becca-fica, 

32. The Cocks op the Rock, — Rupicola, — are distinguished 
from all the preceding species of the family of Dentirostres, by 
having the two external toes, united for about one third of their 
length from the base. The two American species, when full 
grown, are of a beautiful orange colour, and have a double ver- 
tical crest on the head, formed of feathers arranged like a fan. 
They are found in the warm parts of South America. 

FAMILY OF FISSIROSTRES. 

33. The Fissirostres are distinguished by their beak, which is 
short, wide, horizontally flattened, slightly hooked, without a 
notch, and very deeply clefl, that is, the commissure, or line of 
junction between the two mandibles, is extended so that the 
opening of the mouth is very wide, and they easily swallow the 
insects they pursue on the wing. All these birds are exclusively 
insectivorous ; they are also migratory, and migrate in the tem- 
perate zones. Their flight is the most extended of all terrestrial 
birds ; they are found in all parts of the world. 

. 34. This family is divided into two tribes, namely: 

35. First. The Diurnal Fissirostres, with a dense plumage, 
and a beak that opens to beneath the eyes. 

36. Second. The Nocturnal Fissirostres, the plumage of 
which is soft and light like that of the owls, and. their beak opens 
to a point beyond the eyes. 

. 37. The Diurnal Fissirostres constitute the Genus op Swallows, 
— Hirundo, — all' of which are remarkable for the length of their 
wings ; this genus is sub-divided into swallows properly so called, 
and Swifts; the latter have a remarkable conformation of the 
claws ; the thumb is directed forward almost like the other toes 
which are all separate, and each one has but three phalanges; 
while in the swallows properly so called the thumb is inserted 
behind the tarsus, and preserves the same direction as in the 

31. What are the habits of the Common Lark ? 

32. How are Cocks of the Rock characterised f 

33. What are the distinguishing characters of the Fissirostres ? What 
are their hubiis? 

34. Into how many tribes is the family of Fissirostres divided? " 

35. How are the Diurnal Fissirostres characterised? 

36. How are the Nocturnal Fissirostres distinguished from the Diurnal ? 

37. How are Swifts and Swallows properly so called, distinguished from 
each other ? 

5* 
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other Passerinae ; the external toe is united to the median, as &r as 
the first articulation, and the number of phalanges is not unusual. 
38. Swallows properly so called, — Hirundo^ — haveatricm- 
gular beak, broad and depressed at the base, a little curved at 
the point, the nostrils oblong, the legs short, the wings very long, 
and the tail ordinarily forked. These birds delight moi^ in those 
places where flies and other winged insects are common : they 
construct their nests with great care, often of a sort of masonry 
in the ground ; the female sometimes lays twice a year. Most 
of the Swallows leave us towards the end of September, and 
migrate in large flocks to warm countries where they pass the 
winter; but return in the beginning of the spring and take pos- 
session of the nests they had left the preceding year. Their 
habits are mild, and they are remarkable for their sociability. 
They often joui a great number together, to drive oflf an enemy, 
the attack of which any one of them may fear. The Swallow 
announces even to Swifts, and other small birds the approach of 
a bird of prey. At the sight of an owl or a hawk, it utters a 
piercing cry ; immediately all the birds of its species, and the 
Swifts assemble around it, and often march in line against the 
enemy, which they harass untfl he is forced to beat a retreat 

39. In the genus of Swallows we must mention, the Martin, — 
Hh'undovrbicaj—{Plate4.Jig, I.) which is black above, white 
below and on the tail, and the feet are feathered to the nails. It 
arrives about the middle of April, and disappears about the mid- 
dle of Septenjber. It constructs its nest of earth, lined inside 
with straw and feathers, which it often places in the angles of 
windows and beneath the eaves. 

40. The Chimney Swallow^ — Hirundo rvstica, — is an inch, 
longer than the preceding, with a very forked tail and naked 
toes ; it is black above ; the front, that is the forehead, throat, and 
brows are red, and the rest of the bird is ordinarily white. It 
arrives a little earlier than the preceding, constructs a similar 
nest, which it commonly places on chimneys, in stables and barns. 

41. The Salangane, or Edible Swallow^ — Hirundo esculentat 
— which inhabits the East Indian archipelago, is celebrated on 
account of its nest, which it constructs of a whitish, gelatinous 
substance, arranged in layers ; this substance is a marine plant 
which it soaks in the sea and grinds previously to using. These 
nests are eaten, dressed like mushrooms, and in soup ; the Chinese 

38. What are the habits of Swallows properly so called f 

39. What is the MarUn 7 What are its habits ? 

40. What are the characters of the Chimney Swallow ? 

41. What is the Salangane 7 For what purposes is thenest of this Swallow 
used? 
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regard them not only as an excellent dish, but also as a very 
restorative and medicinal kind of nourishment ; a very extensive 
commerce is carried on in this article, which has been sold as 
high as five dollars a pound. From thirty to fifty thousand 
pounds are used in China every year. 

42. The Swifts, — Chcetura, or Martins, or Martinets, — 
Cypselus, — have a forked tail which consists of six quills only, 
while in the Swallows properly so called there are twelve ; their 
legs are very short and their toes are directed forwards. These 
birds scarcely walk at all, and are seen constantly in the air, 
pursuing, in flocks, and with loud cries, insects in the upper 
regions of the atmosphere. They nestle in holes in walls, and 
in rocks, and climb along smooth surfaces with great rapidity 

43. The Common Martin, — Uirundo apus^ — is about eight 
inches long, and the spread of the wings is nearly fifteen inches. 
It is black with a white throat. It appears in France in the 
month of April, and departs on the approach of cold. It ordi- 
narily lays from two to five eggs once a year. 

44. The tribe of Nocturnal Fissirostrbs is composed of the 
genus of Goatsuckers. 

45. The Goatsuckers, — Caprimulgus,^(^Piate ^-fig- 2.) — all 
resemble each other in their plumage and habits. They only 
appear towards evening, and, for this reason, they might be 
called crepuscular birds. The sUky nature of their feathers, and 
their mixed and delicate colours, give them, as &r as relates to 
their external covering, a strong resemblance to owls. Their 
eyes are targe ; their beak, which is furnished with strong mus- 
taches, and more deeply cleft or open than in swallows, is 
capable of receiving the largest insects which it retains by means 
of a viscid saliva ; the nostrils, which are in the form of small 
tubes, are near its base ; their wings are long, their feet short, 
and the tarsi feathered ; the thumb can be directed forward. 

46. These birds live isolated, and only fiy during the twilight, 
or in fine nights ; they pursue the phalenae and other nocturnal 
insects, and lay a small number of eggs on the ground without 
taking much care to construct a nest. When they fly. the rush- 
ing of the air into their wide mouth produces a peculiar humming 
noise. It has been said that they sucked the goats, but this is 
untrue; the notion arose probably from their frequenting the 

42. How are the Swifls distinguished from the Swallows ? 

43. What are the characters of the common Martin 7 

44. What genus constitutes the Nocturnal Fissirostres 7 

45. What are the characters of the Goatsuckers 7 

46. What are the habits of the Goatsuckers ? From what circumstance 
do they derive their name 7 
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fields, where goats and sheep were herded, in pursuit of the 
insects which are attracted there in great numbers. Only one 
species of Goatsucker js known in Europe. 

47. The European Goatsucker, — Caprimulgns europcevs,-^ 
{Plate i'Jfg. 2.) is of a brown gray, undulated with blackish 
brown, with a whitish band running from the beak to the back 
of the neck. It arrives in France in the spring, nestles in the 
heath, and the moment its food begins to grow scarce it seeks a 
warmer climate. 

48. There is one species in Africa, remarkable for a feather 
twice the length of the body which arises from near the carpus 
of each wing, and is barbed only near the extremity. The warm 
parts of America abound in these birds. 

49. The Chuck-wills Widow, — Caprimvlgus carolinevsis, — 
appears in the southern parts of the United States about the 
middle of March. The head and back are dark brown, minutely 
mottled with yellowish red, and longitudinally streaked with 
black. 

50. The Whip'poor-wili, — Caprimvlgvs vociftrus, — is heard 
during the spring and early autumn, in the middle section of the 
United States. Its general colour is a brownish gray, streaked 
and finely sprinkled with brownish black. About the middle of 
May, the female lays two eggs ; like ail birds of this genus, she 
builds no nest, but deposites her eggs upon the bare ground, in 
some dry and sequestered situation. 

51. The Night- Hawk J or Night -Jar, — -Caprimulgus ^meri- 
canus. — is met with in all parts of the United States. It is of a 
brownish black, mottled with white, and a pale reddish brown 
above, and a grayish white, undulated with dark brown below 
Night-Hawks arrive in the Middle States towards the close of 
April. They are commonly seen towards evening in pairs, sail- 
ing around in sweeping circles, high in the air, occasionally 
descending lower to capture flying insects, chiefly of the larger 
kind, such as wasps, beetles and moths. About the middle of 
August, they begin their migrations towards the south, and may 
be seen as late as the middle of September, in the evening, 
in scattered flocks, consisting of several hundreds together, 
moving towards more congenial climes, darting after insects, oi 
feeding leisurely as they advance. Sometimes different species 
of Swallow are mingled in these wandering tribes. 

47. What are the characters of the European Goatsucker ? 

48. Are Goatsuckem peculiar to Europe? 

49. What are the characters of the Chuck«w 111*8 widow? 

50. What is the Whip-poor-will? 

51. What it the Nigiit Hawk / 
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FAMILY OF CONIROSTRES. 

52. All the birds of this family have a strong beak, more or 
less conical, and without a notch, {Plate S.Jig, 9.): they live on 
grains, more exclusively in proportion to the strength and thick- 
ness of their beak. The principal genera of this family are ; 
the Larks, the Titmice, the Buntings, the Sparrows, the Cros^ 
bills, the Crows, and Birds of Paradise, which may be distin- 
guished bv tb^ folio wing characters: 

(Genera.) 
r Straight, strong, and longer than that of the other toes, J-Lark. 



Of ordinary . 
size. Beak' 



^ort, 

straight and 

conical. 



Very slender, and fur- 
nished with hairs at the 
base. 

Pre'ty strong, and fur- 
nished inside with a hard 
tubercle, fixed to the 
palate. 

Strong, and more or 
less thick at the base ; up- 
per mandible inflated. 



Compressed, and the mandibles cross- 
ing each other. 



> Titmouse. 

>- BUNTINO. 

y Sparrow. . 
Crossbill. 



Very strong, and 

more or less flattened 

on the sides; nostrils 

covered by 



Stiff ^ 

fbathers, direc- VCrow. 
ted forwards. J 



Feathers, 

which resent 

ble velvet 



}BiRD or 
Paradise. 



53. The Larks, — Alauda, — have a straight, short beak, in 
the form of an extended cone, {Plate 4, Jig. 4.); their head is 
'small, round, and furnished with feathers on top, which are more 
or less erectile ; their tail is of moderate length, and almost 
always forked ; their nostrils are covered by small feathers which 
are directed forwari^s ; the posterior nail is straight, strong, and 
much longer than that of any of the other toes. The conformation 
of their nails does not permit these birds generally to alight on 
trees, but it is useful to them when they run over newly ploughed 



52. How are the Conirostres characterised 7 Upon what do they feed 7 
What are the principal genera composing this family ? 

53. What are the characters of the Larks ? What are their habits ? 
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ground; they dwell, in general, on the ground, and feed on 
grains, tender herbs, insects and larvae. They also have the 
habit of dusting themselves by fluttering on the ground. The 
Common Lark is found nearly throughout the eastern continent 
During the summer, these birds prefer dry elevated situations, 
and delight in soaring to great heights in the air, singing in a 
strong, melodious voice. In winter, they assemble in large num- 
bers on the level country in search of food ; when the cold is 
intense they take refuge among the rocks, and aloi^ streams that 
do not freeze, and when pushed by want, they approach our 
habitations. They nestle on the ground, and without becoming 
fiimiliar with man, they become accustomed to captivity. Their 
flesh is esteemed a delicacy. 

54. The Shore Lark, — ^iavda alpestris, — is of a reddish gray 
inclining to brown above, whitish beneath with the throat and a 
stripe over the eye of a pale yellow ; the tail and wings, and a 
patch on the breast, black. This beautiful species is common in 
the northern parts of both continents. These birds arrive in the 
Northern and Middle States early in October, and generally dis- 
appear on the approach of snow. 

55. The Shy Lark.—Alauda arvensis, — is universally known 
by its perpendicular mode of soaring, accompanied by its varied 
and powerful song. It is brown above ; whitish underneath, and 
spotted throughout, with a deeper shade of brown. 

56. The Tits, or Titmice, — Parvs, — have a slender and very 
short beak. They are extremely lively little birds ; they are 
constantly leaping from branch to branch in short flights, climb- 
ing and suspending themselves in all manner of positions, pluck- 
ing the grains upon which they. feed, also eating many insects, 
not even sparing small birds when they find them enfeebled by 
sickness, or entangled in snares ; they are often seen to pierce 
their skulls by repeated strokes of the beak to devour the brains ; 
they also pick the bones to a skeleton. In proportion to their size, 
which is very small, these are the strongest of all birds ; they 
attack owls fiercely ; they have the habit of storing a provision 
of grains ; they nest in the hollows of old trees, and lay more 
eggs than any other of the passerine birds. Species are found 
in all parts of the world, and there are several in the United 
States. The Tufted Titmouse, — Parvs bicolor, — is crested, and 
scarcely exists north of Pennsylvania, and New York. It is of a 

54. What are the characters of the Shore Lark ? 

55. What are characters of the Sky Lark ? 

56. What are the characters of the Titmice? What are their habits? 
Where are they found ? What are the characteis of the Tufled Titmouse 7 
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dark bluish ash-colour above, whitish beneath, and the flanks 
are tinged of a yellowish brown. 

57. The Buntings,— Ell? 6crt2a — {Plate 3, Jig. 9.) have a short, 
straight, conical beak, the upper mandible being narrower, enters 
within the lower, and there is a projecting hard tubercle on the 
palate. All these birds are granivorous, yet they also eat insects ; 
they inhabit thickets, fields covered with hedges, gardens, and 
the woods rarely. They have little foresight, and are readily 
caught in traps. Some of them assemble in numerous troops in 
the winter. The most common species in France are the Yellow 
Bunting, — Emberiza citrinella,— the Common Bunting, — Embe* 
riza miliaria, — and the Ortolan, — Emberiza hartulana, — and 
there are several in the United States. Amongst the latter may 
be mentioned here, perhaps, the Rice Bird, or Bob -o- Link, — 
Emberiza oryzivora, or Dolichonyx oryzivorus. 

68. The Sparrows have a conical beak which is more or less 
thick at the base ; they generally live on grains, and are for the 
most part voracious and destructive. They are divided into 
Sparrows properly so called, Weavers, Linnets, Groldfinches, &c. 

To the ^enus of Sparrows properly so called, — Pyrgita, — 
belong : 

59. The Common Sparrow, — FHngilla domesHca, — which is 
brown, spotted blackish above, with a whitish band on the wing, 
gray beneath, the sides of the crown in the male reddish, and his 
throat black. It abounds in all parts of the eastern continent, 
except in those places where wheat does not grow ; this bird 
nests in holes in walls, and is very destructive from its voracity. 
The farmers complain very much of the pillage of these birds ; 
the destructive war thev wage against caterpillars, and winged 
insects, com[^nsates, however, for their passing devastations ; 
and every thing considered, it may be said they are more 
beneficial than injurious to rural economy. The sparrow is 
courageous, and often contends with birds ten times larger than 
itself, and sometimes enters dove-cots. These birds ordinarily 
nest under eaves or in hollows of trees : the nest is constructed 
of hay and straw, lined with feathers ; it is placed so as not to 
be injured either by the sunshine or rain. The tenderness of the 
female for her young is very interesting. The male is distin- 
guished from the female by a black spot on the t»eak. 

57. What are the characters of the fiantiDgs ? What are their babits 7 

58. How are the Sparrows characterised ? 

59. What are the characters of the common Sparrow ? What are ita 
habits 7 Where is it found 7 
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60. The Common Chaffinches, — FringiUa ccelehs, — are among 
the most common of European birds ; their habits are nearly the 
same as those of the common Sparrow, but they are more lively 
and their song is more varied. 

61. The Common Goldfinch, — FringiUa carduelis, — is among 
the most beautiful birds of Europe. It is very docile, and quickly 
learns to sing, and to play all kinds of tricks. 

62. The Yellow Bird, or American Goldfinch, — FringiUa 
tristis, — has black wings varied with white, and a black tail 
tipped with white. In summer, the male is dressed in yellow 
with a black crown, and in the autumn in brown olive, which is 
the permanent colour of the female and young yellow birds. It 
is a general inhabitant of the United States. 

63. The Common Snow Bird, — FringiUa hyemaiis, — is a hardy 
and very numerous species, common to both continents. About 
the middle of October they pour in flocks from the northern 
regions into the United States, where their arrival is looked upon 
as the presage of winter. 

64. The Linnet, — FringiUa canabina, — ^is found in all parts of 
Europe, and chiefly inhabits the planes ; its song is very agree- 
able. 

65. The Canary Bird,— FringiUa canaria, — somewhat re- 
sembles the Linnet, though it differs from it very much in colour. 
It sings so agreeably, and is so easily multiplied in a state of 
captivity, that it has become common throughout the world. Most 
naturalists agree that it came originally from the Canary Idands,^ 
where it is found wild in great numbers ; but some travellers 
suppose that it was first brought from Asia. 

66. The Grosbeaks, — Caccothraustes,-f^aTe distinguished from 
other Sparrows by the great size of their beak which is exactly 
conical. The Common Grosbeak, — Loxia caccothraustes, — Is the 
most strongly characterised. It inhabits woody mountains and 
eats Edmonds and all sorts of fruit. 

67. The Bullfinches, — Pyrrhula, — have a round beak which 
is inflated in every direction, and sufficiently strong to crush the 
hardest seeds. 

60. How does the Chafiinch differ from the Common Spi^rrow ? 

61. What ifl the common Goldfinch 7 

62. What is the American Goldfinch T 

63. What is the common Snow Bird 7 * 

64. What is the Linnet? 

65. Where did the Canary Bird come from originally 7 

66. How are the Grosbeaks distinguished from other Sptrrows? 

67. How are Bullfinches characterised ? 
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68. The Crossbills, — Loxia^ — resemble the Bullfinches, but 
the mandibles of the beak are so much curved at the point that 
they cross each other. By this singular beak they are enabled 
to tear out the seeds from under the pine-cones. The Common 
Crossbill, — Cvrcitrstta ^mericanai-^ts found inhabiting the ex- 
tensive pine forests in the interior of Pennsylvania, and the 
Northern States, from April to September. 

69. The Becf-eaterst — Buphaga, — make use of their beak, 
which is inflated at the end, to compress the skin of cattle to 
squeeze out the larvae of the oestrus which they eat. Only one 
species is known, which inhabits Africa. 

70. The Starlingsy — iS/cmiw,— have a straight beak, depressed 
at the point. They also follow cattle and feed on insects. They 
are found in all parts of the world. 

71. The Crows, — ConmSf — have a large beak, straight at the 
base, curved towards the point, and cutting on the edges ; their 
nostrils are concealed by hairs directed forwards, their toes are 
entirely divided, and their wings are truncate at the extremity. 
They live in troops, and are cunning and distrustful ; they readily 
become familiar, and learn to speak with considerable &cility. 
The senses of this bird, that of smell particularly, are very acute. 
They have the habit of stealing and concealing everything they 
find, even articles which are useless to them, such as small pieces 
of money ; they provide provision for the future season, and 
feed on every kind of aliment, grains, fruits, insects and worms, 
living or dead flesh, so that no animal better merits the epithet of 
omnivorous. The principal species of this genus are : 

72. The Raven, — Corvus corax, — Is the largest passerine bird 
found in Europe. Its size is almost equal to that of the domestic 
cock ; its plumage is entirely black, its tail rounded, the back or 
top of the upper mandible arcuate in front. The female is of a 
less decided black, and her size is somewhat less. This bird 
flies well and high ; it perceives dead bodies at a great distance, 
and feeds besides on all kinds of fruits and small animals. It 
lives very retired, but in pairs, which make their nest in crevices 
of rocks, or in holes in walls, in old abandoned towers, and some- 
times upon the summit of lone trees. The nest is very large, 

68. What are the characters of the Crossbills 7 

69. From what circumstance do the Beef-eaters derive their name 7 

70. What are Storlinifs 7 

71. What are the oharactera of Crows 7 What are their habits? TTpon 
what do they feed 7 

72. What are the characters of the Raven ? What are iU habit 7 What 
situations does it select for its nest? Where is it found? How does the 
female differ from the male 7 

6 
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and is composed externally of branches and roots of shrubs ; 
bones of quadrupeds, or fragments of hard substances form the 
second layer, and the interior is lined with herbs, moss, and hair. 
About the month of March, the female lays five or six eggs of a 
pale bluish green colour, marked with a great many obscure 
spots and tints. The cares of incubation, which lasts about 
twenty days, are shared by the male. The Raven is met with 
in all climates ; it appears to be insensible to the vicissitudes of 
the seasons. When other birds are overcome by the cold and 
oppressed by hunger, it leisurely seeks its prey and hunts in the 
coldest atmosphere. Some travellers assert that they have seen 
Ravens that were entirely white ; which is apparently attributa- 
We to the rigorous climate of northern regions. 

73. [ The Crowj - Corvus Americanus, — like the Paven, is a 
denizen of nearly the whole world. Our native Crow is black 
and glossy, with violet coloured reflections. It is a troublesomely 
abundant resident in mo^ of the settled districts of North 
America. It is easily raised and domesticated, and soon learns 
to distinguish the different members of the family with which it 
is associated. 

74. [ The FUh-Crow, — Corvus osstfragvsj—keepa apart from 
the common species, and spends its time near rivers, hovering 
over the stream to catch up dead, and perhaps living fishes. It 
breeds in New Jersey in tall trees, having nests and eggs very 
similar to the preceding speciesw] 

75. The Jackdaw, — Corvus moHednlat — is about the size of a 
pigeon ; it is less black than the Crow, inclining even to ash- 
oolour about the neck and below. It inhabits Europe through- 
out the year, and keeps about the tops of churches, in old towers, 
in ruined buildings, and sometimes, though rarely, around chim- 
neys; its nests are also found in the hollows of trees, and rabbit 
burrows. The female lays five or six eggs, which are paler and 
smaller than those of the Raven. Jackdaws are readily tamed 
and may be taught even to pronounce words. They like to hide 
a part of their food, and we sometimes find in their holes small 
pieces of money which they delight in stealing. They feed on 
grains, insects and fruits ; they are particularly fond of partridge 
eggs, and they have been known to catch fish. 

76. The Magpie, — Pica, — Corvvs pica, — is a beautiful bird, 
of a silky black colour, with purple, blue and gold reflections : it 

73. What are the habiti« of the Crow ? 

74. Where is the Fish-Crow found ? What are \ia habits ? 

''•5. What are the characters of the Jackdaw ? What arc its habits ? 
76. What dre the characters of the Magpie 7 What are its habits 7 
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is white beneath, and there is a spot of the same colour on the 
wing. The Magpie is omnivorous, and often commits great 
ravages in granaries and poultry yards. It never attempts long 
journeys, but flies from tree to tree when at a short distance 
apart. The female takes great pains in the construction of her 
nest, never leaving a greater opening than is necessary for her 
own entrance and egress ; she covers it with a transparent veil 
composed of small thorny branches, closely interlaced ; she lines 
it with wool and other soft materials upon which her young ones 
snugly repose ; she lays seven or eight eggs of a pale gray 
colour, spotted black. This bird may be easily tamed and taught 
to pronounce words, and even short sentences ; often when a 
strange sound strikes her ear, she endeavours to imitate it. Like 
other birds of its genus, it is inclined to theft, and also has. the 
habit of concealing superfluous food. The Magpies are known 
to make so great a destruction among the eggs of grouse, 
pheasants, partridges, and even among young chickens, in many 
parts of Europe, as to be proscribed by law, and destroyed for 
the premium justly set on their heads. In this country, these 
birds are confined to the northern regions, and to the planes and 
table-lands of the Rocky Mountains west of the Mississippi. In 
Upper California, there is a species which diff*ers from the pre- 
ceding, in having the bill, and a bare space beneath and behind 
the eye, yellow. It is called the Yellow-billed Magpie^ — Pica 
Nuttallu. 

77. The Jay of Europe, — Corrms ghndarivs, — is of a vinous 
gray, with mustaches, and the quills of the tail black ; it is par- 
ticularly remarkable for a spot of dazzling blue, striped with a 
deep blue, which marks a part of the wing coverts. Jays are 
met with that have a white or yellowish plumage and a red iris 
like that of albinos. This bird is spread almost throughout 
Europe, where it lives in pairs, which assemble in small troops, 
and feed on acorns, gooseberries, cherries and insects. The Jays 
are of a petulent nature ; they are very lively, and quick in their 
motions ; and in their frequent paroxysms of rage, they forget 
their own self preservation, and are sometimes caught by the 
head betwixt two branches and die, thus suspended in the air ; 
their perpetual agitation leads to increased violence when con- 
fined, and for this reason, they are not recognisable in a cage, 
not being able to preserve the beauty of their feathers, which are 
soon broken, torn and disordered, by their continual rubbing 
against its walls. [ The elegant and common American species, 

77. What are the characters of the European Jay ? What are its habits f 
Vihai are the characters of the Blue Jay ? 
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the Blue Jay^—Corvus crw^a/w«,— resembles the preceding in its 
temper and habits. It is crested ; it is blue above, and beneath 
whitish with a black collar ; the wing coverts are transversely 
barred black, and the tail is wedge-shaped. 

78. [The Great Crow Blackbird, — Quiscalus ma;or.— is glossy 
black. This large crow-like species, sometimes called the Jack- 
daw, inhabits the southern maritime parts of the United States. 

' It is sociable in disposition, and often mingles with the common 
Crow-blackbirds. It is omnivorous, and feeds on insects, small 
shell-fish, corn and small grain, so that by turns, it may be viewed 
as the friend or plunderer of the planter. The common Crow- 
Blackbird, — Quiscalits vei'sicofor, — and the Rusty Blackbird, — 
Qtiiscalus ferrugineu8,^BLre two other American species of this 
genus.] 

79. Birds op Paradise, — Paradis€ea, — like the Crows have a 
straight, quadrangular, pointed beak, which is compressed and a 
little convex above ; their nostrils are covered by the velvety 
feathers of the front. These birds, which are indigenous to New 
Guinea and the neighbouring islands, are all provided with the 
most brilliant plumage. Their history was for a long time a tissue 
of fable and absurdity. The female, it was asserted, laid her 
eggs while flying, and had no legs ; and when sleeping, it sus- 
pended itself from branches of trees by the long thread like 
feathers of the tail ; that it fed exclusively on dew, and never 
touched the earth till it was dead ! All these accounts have 
found their place, and observation has revealed the truth. 

80. The most celebrated species is the Emerald Bird of Para" 
disc, — ParadiscBa apoda. — Its head is small, but ornamented with 
feathers that in brilliancy rival those of the peacock ; the neck is 
of a yellowish tint; the. body is very small, but covered with 
Jong feathers of a brown tint sprinkled with gold, two long 
bearded filaments or thread like feathers, spring from the rump 
and form the tail. The long, light, and graceful feathers of this 
bird form the most beautiful, and most sought plumes for the 
decoration of ladies* head dresses. These birds travel in troops 
of thirty or forty under the direction of a chief, which the Indians 
call the king. Their light plumage does not permit them to fly 
against the wind, and if overtaken by a gale they rise into the 
upper regions of the atmosphere, and leave the storm below them. 

78. What are the characters of the Great Crow Blackbird? What are 
its habits ? . 

79. What are the characters of Birds of Paradise ? Where are they found 7 
SO What are the characters of the Emerald Bird of Paradise ? What 

ir6 its habits ? 
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JLESSON V. 

Family op enuirostreSt — Nuthatches* — Creepers, — HummUkg 

Birds. 
Family op Syndactylje. — fiee-eaters. — Kingfishers. — Hornbill$, 
Order op Scansorije. — Zoological Characters — Woodpeckers. 

— Wrynecks, — Cvckoos. — Toucans. — F-arrots.'^HabitSf {Mac* 

cawSi PaioqueiSy Partots properly so called ) 

FAMILY OF TENUIROSTRES. 

1. Birds of this family have a slender, elongated beak without 
a notch, and which is sometimes straight, and sometimes arcuate. 
{Plate S,fig. 11.) The principal genera of this family are the 
Nuthatches, Creepers, Humming-birds, and Hoopoes, which may 
be recognised by the following characters : 

(Genera.) 



Tenuirostres, 

having the 

beak 



Moderate, and 



C Straight, 



' Arcuate, 



^Nuthatches. 
J-Crrkpers. 



Very lorig and 
very sLcDder, tongue 



f Very long, 
bifid, and very 
extensible. 



>- HuUMINa-BIRDS. 






Short, and "j 
lying close at iHooPoia. 
the bottom of r"**^^'®*^ 
the throat J 



2. The Nuthatches, — Sitta, — have a moderate, straight, 
depressed beak, which is cylindrical, conical, and trenchant at 
the point ; their nostrils are partly covered by hairs directed for- 
wards, and their tongue is short and very slightly protractile. 
They climb with agility in all directions, live on insects and 
nestle in the trunks of trees. The Common Enropenn Nuthatch^ 
— Sitta Europcea, — is of a bluish ash-colour. It is sedentary, 
and inhabits the lofty forests. The male joins the fc^male in the 
spring, in constructing the nest ; they establish themselves in a 
hole in a tree, and if the hole is too large, they reduce it with 
mud, which circumstance has acquired for it the name of 
Mason-pie ; they line the interior with a thin bed of moss, upon 
which the female lays from five to seven grayish eggs, marked 

1. What are the charactera of birds of the family of Tenuirostres 7 
What are the principal genira (^ this &inily 7 

2. What are the characters of the Nuthatches 7 What are the habita 
of the common European Nuthatch ? Upon what does it feed 7 

a* 
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with small red spots. It is said, she is so much attached to her 
eggs, that she never leaves them during the whole period of incu- 
bation, and takes no other food than that brought to her by the 
male. The young escape from the shell about the month of May, 
and very soon retire to live by themselves. These birds feed on 
insects, grains, haze^-nuts, beech-nuts, flax-seed, &c. The mode 
f of getting out the substance of the hazel-nuts, consists in fixing 
them solidly in a crack, and then piercing them by repeated blows 
with their beak. 

3. [In the United States we have the White breasted Nuthatch^ 
— SUta caroiinensiSf — which is lead colour, with the head and 
neck black above, and pure white beneath; the Red-bellied 
Nuthatch, — Sitta canadensis, — which is of a rust colour be- 
neath, and some others ; all of which, in their general habits, 
resemble the European species.] 

4. The Creepers,— C*fr/^ia, — have a beak of moderate Ifength, 
more or less arcuate, triangular, compressed and slender ; their 
nostrils, which are horizontally pierced, are half closed by an 
arched membrane. • 

6. The Creepers properly so called, — Certhia, — have a slanting 
tail, which is furnished with stiflf, sharp quills ; it serves to aid 
them in climbing trees ; their tongue is sharp and adapted for 
piercing insects upon which they feed. There is one species 
found in Europe, and one in the United States. The European 
Creeper, — Certhia familiaris, — is a small bird which is met with 
in different parts of Europe, as far north as Siberia ; it is con- 
stantly climbing trees in pursuit of insects and larvae. The Brown 
Creeper, — Certhia americana, — is of a dark gray varied with 
white, brown and dusky ; white beneath ; the lump and tail 
rusty. This industrious forager for insects, chiefly dwelling in 
the seclusion of the forest, is but seldom seen in summer ; but 
on the approach of winter, with other hungry wanderers of 
similar habits, such as the small Woodpeckers and Nuthatches, 
he makes his appearance on the wooded skirts of the village, 
particularly ^mong pine trees, and occeisionally becomes familiar 
enough to pay a passing visit to the orchard. The species is 
neither common nor abundant, though their breeding range 
extends from Pennsylvania to Newfoundland. 

3. What tre the characters of the White-breasted Nuthatch ? What are 
the characteis of the Red-bellied Nuthateh? Where are these two species 
found? 

4. What are the characters of the Creepers r 

5. What are the characters of the Creeper properly so called 7 What is 
the European Creeper ? What is the Brown Creeper 7 What are the habits 
of these birds 7 
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6. There are several sub divisions of this genus. Those known 
in France under the name of echelettes, — Tichodroma,— climb 
like the preceding, but without supporting themselves with their 
tail, which is feeble and rounded ; they keep more on walls and 
rocks than on trees. 

7. The HuMMiNG-BiRDS, — Trochilvs^ — (Plate 3, fig. IL) are 
celebrated for the beautiful colours and metallk) lustre of their 
plumage, as well as for their small size ; they inhabit America 
and the adjacent islands. Their beak is long, straight or arcuate, 
tubular and very slender ; their tongue is long, extensible and 
bifid, that is, divided into two filaments ; their nostrils are covered 
by a wide arched membrane, and their feet, which are very short, 
have the tarsi shorter than the middle toe ; their wings are very 
long ; their plumage is sometimes ornamented with patches that 
are as brilliant as precious stones. They feed on the nectar of 
flowers, about which they are seen buzzing and balancing in the 
air like certain flies, or rather butterflies. They sometimes eat 
small flies and other diminutive insects which they find in flowers. 
They live isolated, and defend their nests courageously, and some- 
times contend fiercely with each other. The Northern Hum- 
ming-bird, — Trochilus colubris, — is golden-green ; the tail forked 
and dusky, and the three outer tail feathers are of a rusty white 
at tip. The male has a changeable ruby-coloured throat, which 
in the female is nearly white. This wonderfully diminutive and 
brilliant bird, is the only one of an American genus, of more than 
a hundred species, which ventures beyond the limits of tropical 
climates. 

8. The HoopoeVf—Upupa, — have an ornament on the head 
formed of a double range of long feathers, which they can erect 
at will. 

FAMILY OF SYNDACTYL.E. 

9. In the birds of this family, the external toe is almost as k>ng 
as the middle one, to which it is joined by a membrane as far as 
the penultimate articulation. 

10. The principal genera of this family, are : the Bee-eaters, 
the King Fishers, and the Calaos, or Hornbills, which may be 
readily distinguished from each other by the form of the beak. 

6. How do the eehelettes differ from the Creepers properly bo called 7 

7. How are Humming-birds characterifed ? What are their hahits 7 
Upon what do ihey feed ? What are tMe characters of the Northern Ham- 
ming-birds 7 

8. How are the Hoopoes distinguished 7 

:9. How are birds of the fami'y of Syndactylie characterised 7 
10. What are the principal genera of this family ? 



dbyGoOgk 



. BEE.E ATERS ^KCNGFISHERS. 



In the Bee eaters it is of moderate size, and sligiitly arcuate; in 
the Kingfishers, long and straight, and in the Hornbiils of a 
disproportionate size, and surmounted by an enormous protu- 
berance. 

11. The 5ee-ea/er«,— Jlicrop*,— have a moderate sized beak, 
which is trenchant, pointed, slightly curved, without a notch or 
tooth, and with an elevated edge ; their nostrils are partly con-» 
cealed by hairs directed forwards; the external toe is joined to 
the middle one as far as the second articulation, and the latter is 
joined to the external, as fer as the first articulation. The Com-- 
mon Bee eater, — Merops a/>ia«/er,~ the only one found in Europe, 
has a fawn coloured back, a deep marine blue front and belly, and 
a yellow throat surrounded by black ; it feeds on insects, particu- 
larly wasps and bees, which it seizes while on the wing. It 
constructs its nests in the precipitous banks of streams and large 
rivers, into which it digs to considerable depths 

12. The Kingfishers,— v^/ce£/o,~(r/a/« 3, fig. 10.)— have a 
quadrangular beak, which is long, straight, pointed and trenchant ; 
their nostrils are almost entirely closed by a naked membrane ; 
their legs are short, and bare to above the knee. The only 
species found in Europe is the Akedo ispida^^M is rather larger 
than a Sparrow, and is green, undulated with black above, with. 
a stripe of deep marine blue along the back ; reddish beneath, 
with a ribbon of the same colour on each side of the neck. The 
American species, the Belted Kingfisher, — Alcedo alcyon, — is 
crested, and of a bluish slate colour; it inhabits all the northera 
part of the American continent. His delight is to dwell amidst 
the most sequestered scenes, on the borders of rivers and streams, 
abounding in small fish and insects, upon which he feeds By 
the broken or rocky bank of his aquatic retreat, he may be 
frequently seen perched on some dead and projecting branch, 
scrutinizing the waters for his expected prey ; if unsuccessful, 
he courses along the stream, just above the surface, and occa- 
sionally hovers for an instant, with rapidly moving wings, over 
the spot where he perceives his gliding quarry; in the next 
instant, descending with a quick spiral sweep, he seizes a fisb 
with which he rises to his post, and swallows in an instant. When 
startled from the perch, on which he spends many vacant hours 
digesting his prey, he utters commonly a loud, harsh, and grating 

11. What are the characters of tlie fiee-eafera ? What are the eharacteni 
©f the Common Bce'cater ? Whit are its habits? 

12. What are the characters of the Kingfishers ? How i^ the European 
Kingfisher characterised ? In what respects does the Belted Kingfishsr differ 
from the European species ? What are iU habits 7 
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cry, very similar to the interrupted creakings of a watchman's 
rattle, and almost, as it were, tlie vocal counterpart to the watery 
tumult amidst which he usually resides. The nest is burrowed 
in some dry bank above the reach of inundation,' to a depth of 
five or six feet. Ttie'female lays six or seven white eggs, and 
is assisted by the male in the incubation, which continues about 
sixteen days, 

13. The Calaos, or Hornbil/sf Bucerosy — are large birds of 
India and Africa, remarkable for their enormous dentated beak, 
which is more or less arcuate, surmounted by a crest or promi- 
nence, often as large as the beak itself. {Plate S,Jig. 12.) These 
singular birds hunt mice, reptiles, small birds, and even attack 
dead bodies. 



ORDER OF SCANSORUB OR ZT€K>DAOTTLJB. 



14. In birds of this order the external toe is directed back- 
wards like the thumb, which arrangement gives them a more 
solid support, and of which some genera take advantage m 
clinging to, and climbing the trunks of trees. {Plate 4, Jig, 5, 6, 
7, and 10.) It is from this circumstance they have obtained the 
common name of Climbers^ although, strictly speaki^, it is not 
applicable to all of them, as there are many birds that truly climb, 
which, owing to the disposition of their toes, do not belong to 
this group. Every bird that has two toes directed forward, and 
two backwards, belongs to the order of Scansoriae, or Climbers. 
The habits of most of the species that belong to it are not known ; 
and they vary in almost every genus. 

15. The Climbers generally nest in the hollows of old trees; 
their powers of flight are middling ; like the Passerinae they feed 
on insects, or fruits according as their beak is more or less 
strong. It is remarked that in most of the genera that the 
sternum has two notches behind, which conformation is in 
accordance with the little strength of the muscles of their wings. 

16'. The principal genera naay be distinguished by the follow- 
ing characters : 

IX What are Hornbills? Where are they found ? 

14. How are the Scansoria) characterised ? Do all climbing birds belong 
to,the ord^r of Scansoriee 7 

15. Upon what do the ScansorifB ^ed ? Are they very powerfbl in their 
winjra? 

16. What are the principal genera of tne order of Scansori® ? 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a^ WOODPECKgatS.— WRYNECKS ^ 

(Genera,) 
f And angular; ton™ ^^'7 "f «««"We J ^^j,,,^^^^ 



2 to 



Straight, 



And rounded; 
but < 



and armed with spines at the tip. 

; tongue very ejtt nsibl-, / Wrtneckb. 
, without spines. \ Wrynecks. 

Moderate, and slightly iircuate, ^Cuckoos. 

^ Arcuate, ^ Large, rounded on all sides, and hooked, } Parrots. ^ 

^ Aknost as long as the body, y Toucans. 

17. The Woodpeckers,— P/cia\— are distinguished by their 
long, straight black beak, which is adapted for piercing the bark 
of trees ; by their slender tongue, armed near the end with spines 
curved backwards, which can be extended considerably beyond 
the beak; (Plate 1, fig, 3.) and by their tail, which is composed 
of ten quills with stiff and elastic stalks, which serves them as a 
support when they climb trees (PJate4,Jig. 9.) All these birds 
are climbers, and have a family likeness to each other. They all 
have the habit of tapping and raising up the bark of trees to seize 
the insects which it conceals, and, after having struck on one side, 
of quickly running to the opposite, to seize the insects, which the 
noise may have caused to run away. It is erroneously believed 
that they can in this way pierce trees entirely through. Most 
Woodpeck^SB are marked with red, either on the head or body ; 
almost all of them are streaked or speckled with brown on the 
ground colour of their plumage Their cry is sharp, and their 
flight heavy. They are lean, little esteemed, and inhabit all parts 
of the world, both within and without the equatorial regions, 
except New Holland. There are several species of Woodpeckers 
in the United States, the most common of which, are the FUcker^ 
or Golden Winged Woodpecker, — Picus auratus, — and Bed' 
Headed Wood pecker ^ — Picus erythrocephahs. 

Birds resembling Woodpeckers are known, which have but 
three toes, two of which are directed forward, and one backwards, 

18. The Wrynecks, — Yiinx,^( Plate i,Jig. 5.) have the pro- 
tractile tongue of the Woodpeckers, but without the spines ; their 
straight and pointed beak is nearly round, without any well 
marked angles, and is not suflSciently strong to penetrate and 
raise the bark of trees ; like the Woodpeckers, they live on 
insects, but climb much le.s8. 

17. How are Woodpeckers distinguished ? What are their habits? C^pon 
wbat do they feed 7 

IS* What are the characters of the Wrynecks 7 
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19. The European tVrpned^, — Ytinx iorquilla, — is of the size 
6f a lark; it is brown abdve, streaked in. little blackish waves, 
and longitudinal meshes of fawn colour and black ; beneath it is 
whitish with transverse blackish stripes. This bird, which is 
solitary in its habits, loves the mountain woods, and makes its 
appearance in France, in May, and departs again in September ; 
without making a nest, it lays in holes in trees soon after its 
arrival. The Wryneck derives its name frotn a habit, which is 
peculiar to it, of twisting and turning the neck to one side, and 
behind, while the head is turned towards the back and the eyes 
Half closed. 

20. The Cuckoos, — Cuculus, — ^have a moderate beak, well cleft, 
and slightly arcuate ; the tar^ are short, and the tail long, com- 
posed of ten quills. {Plate A^fig. 6;) They are birds of passage, 
and live t)n insects. The female makes no nest, and takes no 
6are of her young ; she deposites her eggs in the nests of other 
birds, most frequently in that of the Faurctte, The strange 
nurse, to whom the Cuckoo confides her eggs, becomes not only 
the best of mothers for the young progeny that does not belong 
to her, but to take care of them she neglects her own eggs, and 
only hatches a part of them. It is remarked that the young 
Cuckoos raise up the young ones of the Fauvette, and push them 
6ut of the nest, that they may not share the attentions of their 
common nurse. These birds remain in the nest more than three 
weeks after their birth, and for five weeks longer their adopted 
mother supplies them with food. The American species, on the 
contrary, are faithfully paired, and take care of their young. 
The VeUoW'billed Cuckoo, or Rain Crow^-^Cuculus americanns^ 
— ^is dark grayish-brown, with bronzy reflections, and white 
beneath. 

21. The ToncATX9j'-Ramphitstns,—{Plate 4, fig 10) are easily 
I'ecognised by their enormous beak, which is almost as large and 
as long as the body ; internally it is light and cellular, arcuate 
towards the end, and irregulariy dentate on the edge; their 
nostrils, which are surrounded by a membrane, are concealed 
behind the horny mass that sheathes the front. Their ton.siue is 
k»ng, narrow, and furnished on each side with barbs, like a 
feather. These singular animals inhabit only the hottest parts o! 
America; they live in troops, and feed on fruits and insects. 

19. What are the characters of the European Wryneck ? What are iti 
habits 7 From what circamstancc docs it derive its name ? 

20. What are the characters of Cuckooe ? What are the habits oC th» 
female ? How does the American differ from the European species? 

21. How are Toucans characterised 1 What are their habits 7 
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They seek the nests of other birds, and devour their eggs, and 
their recently hatched young. When they obtain their prey, they 
do not attempt to grind it in their beak, because its structure pre- 
vents ; but they toss it into the air, and, receiving it as it &l]s, 
swallow it whole. 

22. The Parrots,— P«««acfw, — (Plate i^fig- 7. and 8.) form 
a genus, numerous in species, which are found in all warm 
countries. They have a large, hard, solid beak, which is rounded 
every where, and surrounded at its base by a membrane through 
which the nostrils are pierced ; their tongue is thick, flpshy, and 
round ; their feet are short and strong. They feed on fruits; 
and climb trees, assisting themselves with their feet and l)eak. 
They readily become familiar, and some species imitate the 
human voice very well ; but their clamorous disposition renders 
them disagreeable in the house. 

23. The plumage of Parrots varies in colour ; it is generally 
remarkable for its clear and vivid tints : frequently, green pre- 
dominates ; while in certain species, on the contrary, red is the 
prevailing colour. From their intelligence, these birds seem to 
claim a place at the head of their class, and form the connecting 
link between it and the superior beings in the scale of animals. 
They learn to talk, retain airs, and are in short, susceptible of 
education ; they convey their food to the beak with their claws ; 
they are frugivorous, and also feed on buds, tender bark, roots, 
and sweet juices of plants. This genus is divided into Maccaws, 
Paroquets, Parrots properly so called. Cockatoos, &c, 

24. The Maccaws^ — w^rr, — {Plate 4, ffg, 7.) have a wedge- 
shaped tail, which is longer than the body, a strong beak and a 
naked face ; they are all Amertean. The ^ra aracaru or Blue 
Maccaw^— is one that is most frequently seen in France, where 
it is produced in the domestic state ; it is from thirty to thirty- 
two inches in length. All the upper parts, that is, the top of the 
head, the back of the neck, the back, the rump, the wings, and 
all the top of the tail are of a brilliant azure blue. The chest and 
all the under part of the body are of a bright yellow. The naked 
space on the cheeks is of considerable extent, and is of a rosy 
white colour, with three little horizontal lines of black feathers ; 
the throat i§ surrounded by a broad greenish collar. 

25. The Paroquets, a]so Yiave a wedge shaped tail, which is 
sometimes longer than the body, sometimes of the same length, 

22. How are Parrots distinguished ? What are their habits ? 
2.3. What is the colour of the plumage of Parrots? For what are these 
bird^particulacly remarkable ? How is the g^enus of Parrots divided ? 

24. How are Maceaws distinguished 7 What are the characiers^ of th« 
Bine Maccaw? 

25. What are the characters of the Paroquets ? 
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mnd sometimes shorter ; they have a moderate beak, and the face 
is ordinarily feathered. 

26. [The Carolhta Parrot^ — Psittacus car oUnensisj— is green ; 
the head an(^ neck yellow ; forehead and cheeks orange ; tail 
elongated Of thn more than two hundred known species of 
this brilliant genus, it is the only one, found inhabiting the United 
States. It is rarely met with north of Virginia.] 

27. The Panofs nroperff^ so callei^ have a short, square tail, 
« stout and strongly hooked beak, the face feathered, a large 
head, and a sto%rt body. They all inhabit the torrid zone, 

28. The Gray t^arroU or Jacof — Psittacufi erylkacvs^ — is 
entirely ash-colour with a red tail. It is originally from Africa, 
and is much prized on account of its gentleness, its attachment 
to its master, and the facility with which it learns to speak. 

29. The name of Amazonian Parrots is given to those that 
are very large, with a stout body and green plumage. 

80. The Cockatoos, have the head ornamented with a tuft of 
feathers. {Plate 4, fig. 8.) The plumage of the greater number 
k white, and of «dl the various species, they are the most docile* 

LESSON \l. 

Order op Galunace^. — Zoolgical Characters, — Habits.-'^ 
Hoccos, — Peacocks, {Common Peacock.) — Turkey — Guinea' 
fowl, — Geuns of Pheasant&, {The Common Cock, Common 
Pheasant, Golden Pheasant.) — Genus of Grouse, {The Great 
Heath-cock, Partridge, Quail. — Genus of Pigeons, — Habits.^ 
Carrier Pigeons, _^ ^ 

OfiOBR O^P GAtUNACEiB. 

1. The Order of Gallinaceae comprises : Those terrestrial birds 
which have a short or moderate beak, vaulted above ; the nostrils 
pierced through a membranous space, and covered by a cartila- 
ginous scale, the body heavy, and the wings, in general, short. 

2. These birds are essentially granivorous, and are provided 
With a very strong muscular gizzard ; they delight in seeking 
their food on the ground amidst dust. Their sternum is weakened 
by two large notches which occupy its posterior part on each 
«ide; their inferior larynx is very simple, and not one of them 
«ings agreeably. 

26. What is the Carolina Parrot? 

27. How are Parrots properly bo called, dntingokhed ? 

28. For what is the Gray Parrot esteeined 7 

29. What are Amazonian Pan oUi 7 

30. What are Cockatoos ? 

1. What birds are oom prised in the Order of Gallinaees T 

2. What are the c;eneral characters of tbeGallinacea 7 
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3. Most of our poultry belongs to this order ; and no other 
affords man so many resources for his wants or his pleasures. 
The flesh of many of the Gallinaceae supplies a light and whole- 
some meat which nourishes without overloading the stomach. 
Their feathers are applied to different purposes ; they are employed 
as ornaments, and also in the useful arts. These birds are almost 
all from the warm countries of both continents. 

4. This order is divided into two families, as foHows: 

5. First, The Gallinaceje properly so called, having the 
anterior toes united at their base by a short membrane, which is 
dentate on the edge? ; the tail is, generally, composed of fourteen 
or a greater number of quills. 

6. Second, The Pigeons, having the toes entirely divided, and 
the tail formed of twelve quills. 

FAMILY OF GALLINACEiB PROPERLY SO CALLED. 

7. The Gallinacea properly so called, have a short, convex 
beak with the upper mandible arched or vaulted, and curved 
firom its base to the point; their nostrils, which are pierced 
through a broad membranous space, are covered by a cartila- 
ginous scale ; their three front toes are united by a short mem- 
brane ; the posterior toe articulates high on the tarsus, above the 
articulations of the anterior toes : sometimes, though rarely, the 
posterior toe is entirely wanting, or it is very small, and in many 
species, principaUy in the maie, we remark on the posterior part 
of the tarsus, above the thumb, a process or projection called a 
tpuvj formed of a bony spine, covered externally with horn, more 
or less pointed, according to the species, and which increases in 
length as the animal advances in age. {JPlate 4, fig, 1 1*, and Plate 
7,Jig. 15.) The tarsi are short or of moderate length, and the 
feet are adapted for running or walking. These birds are very 
heavy ; the body is fleshy, and the wings short, which, with the 
weakness of their pectoral muscles, renders their flight laborious. 
They are all pvheralorst that is, they love to scratch the ground, 
and wallow in the dust ; they generally feed on grains, some- 
times on insects, and many species, on berries and buds. To 
swallow fluids when introduced into the beak, they elevate their 

' head in the air. The females live in troops with a single male. 
Their nest is almost always made without art, upon the ground, 
and the male takes no part, either in its construction or in the 

S. To what nses are birds of this order applied? 

4. How is this order divided? 

5. What are the general characters of the Gallinacee properly so called T 

6. What are the general characters of Pigeons ? 

7. How are the GallioaoefB properly so called characterised 7 WhjU are 
their habits? 
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Incubation of the eggs, the number of which is generally con- 
siderable. So soon as the young ones escape from the shell, they 
wallc, eat alone, and abandon the nest to follow their mother. 
They remain together forming a family until the following spring, 
when they separate. The sexes differ very much from each 
other in their plumage, at least, until they have attained an 
advanced age, when the female sometimes appears in the plumage 
of the male, which is more brilliant ; they also differ in size, the 
female, in most species being smallest. 

8. The principal genera composing this family may be recog- 
nised by the following characters : 

(jallinaces 
properly so called, having a tail 
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9. The noc(08,'-Jlevfor,-'SLre large gallinaceoos birds of 
America, analogous to Turkeys, with a large round tail, com* 
posed of twelve large, stiff quills; their beak is thick, stout, 
conipressed at the sides, surrounded at tlie base by a naked 
skin, which is sometimes gibbous; the tarsi are elongate and 
without spurs ; they have four toes, three t)efore and one behind, . 
the latter resting a part of its length on the ground. These 
peaceful birds are easily tamed, and keep in great forests and on 
mountains. They seek their (bod on the ground, and perch upon 
the highest trees Some nest on the large branches of trees, and 
others on the ground. Their nest is composed externally of 
dried branches and moss, and internally of leaves ; they lay from 
two to eight eggs. In some parts of America Hoccosare reared 
as poultry. Their head is ornamented with a tuft of elevated 
feathers which are curled at the end. 

10. Turkeys, — Meltagns.—have the head and top of the neck 
covered by a papillated skin which is destitute of feathers; under 
the throat, there is an appendage which hangs from the neck, and 
on the front, another conical appendage which lengthens and 
swells in the mab during excitement. A pencil of stiff hairs or 
bristles hangs from the lower part of the neck of the male ; the 
tail coverts, which are shorter and stiffer than in the Peacock, 
can be erected in the same manner, so as to form a circle ; the 
males have feeble spurs. Turkeys, of which only two species 
are known, are originally from America, whence the Jesuit 
missionaries introduced them into Europe. The first Turkeys 
appeared in France in 1570, and were served at the wedding 
of Charles IX. They have been naturalised in all climates on 
account of the excellence of their flesh. 

1 1. Peacocks, — Pai:o, — have a moderate, conieal, curved beak, 
which is naked at the base; the superior mandible is convex and 
vaulted ; the head, which is covered with feathers, is ornamented 
with a crest ; the tarsi are armed behind with a conical spur ; 
but the most remarkable characteristic of these birds is, that the 
upper tail coverts in the male, are longer than the quills, and may 
be elevated when he spreads his tail. The Common Peacock^ — 
Pavo cristatiisy— has the head crowned with a crest of twenty- 
four straight feathers, and the feathers of the r«mp, which have 
a floating or loose beard, are of unequal size, being shorter in 

9. What are the characters of Hoccos ? What are their habits ? 

10. How are Turkeys characterised ? To what part of the world are 
tbey indigenous ? When were Turkeys fifst used in France ? 

11. How are Peacocks charactct-ised ? What are the cbaraeters of the 
Common Peacock T Are they found wild in any part of the world 7 
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proportion as they are superior, and each one is terminated by 
numerous brilliant metallic circles ; the female is destitute of this 
omanient, the richness and beauty of which, known throughout 
the world, are beyond description, particularly when the bird 
spreads its tail. The Peacock is still widely diffused in the wild 
state, in the ^north of India, and in most parts of the Indian 
archipelago. 

12. The Pintados, or Guinea-Fowls, — Nvmida, — {Plate 5, 
Jig. 1.) have a naked head with fleshy wattles on the lower part 
of the cheeks, and the cranium is generally surmounted by a 
callous crest; their feet are without spurs; their tail is short 
and pendent ; and the feathers of the rump give the body a 
rounded form. / 

13. All the Pintados are originally from Africa; they live in 
numerous troops under bushes, and in copses, where they seek 
berries and small snails on which they feed. The European 
species have been transported to the New World, where, in 
many places, they have t>ecome naturalised in the wild state. 

14. Pheasants,— /-^Afli/auMs, — {Plate 4, Jig, 11.) are naked 
around the eyes, and the cheeks are covered by a red skin, or by 
very short feathers ; they have no crest, and the lower mandible 
is without wattles ; the tail quills, eighteen in number in most of 
the species, are placed on each other in two layers like shingles 
on the roof of a house, or in other words, the tail is tectiform, 
and maintained in a horizontal position. 

This genus is divided into many sub-genera, among which we 
will cite the Cocks, and Pheasants properly so called. 

15. The Cocks,-- Callus, — have a beak naked at the base, 
furnished with two pendent and compressed caruncles ; the head 
is surmounted by a fleshy crest, or a bundle of feathers ; the 
tarsi are armed with long, curved spurs, and only the end of the 
thumb rests on the ground ; the wings are short ; the quills of 
the tail, fourteen in number, form two vertical planes, placed 
back to back ; in the male the coverts of the latter are prolonged 
into an arch over the tail proper. 

16. The Common Cock, — Phasianus^gallus,— the female of 
which is called a Hen, is originally from India ; it is still met 
wkh wild, in the mountains of Hindoostan, but in the domestic 

12. How are Guinen-fbwli characterised 7 

13. To what country did the Pintados originally belonnr? What are their ' 

jMbiU? 

14. What are the characters of Pheasants ? 

15. How are the Cocks ckaracterised ? 

16. To what ceantry does the Common Cook belong 7 
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state, it is spread throughout the world. There exists a great 
number of varieties of it. 

17. The Pheasants propetly so CffUed^ have a long, cuneilbnn 
tail, each of the quills of which being inclined on two planes, cover 
each other like the shingles of a roof. To this group belongs 
the Common Pheasant of Europe, which is also originally from 
Asia, and which is also remarkable for the beauty of its plumage* 
In the male, the top of the head and the upper part of the neck 
are of a silver gray, which, in the reflections of light, seems to 
change to blue. The feathers of the chest, of the shoulders, of 
theonit^dle of the back, as well as those of the sijes beneath the 
wings, have a blackish ground with purple edges on transverse 
lines of gold colour ; the plumage of the female is not so beautiful 
as that of the male : the iris is yellow and the eyes are placed 
between two parts which are of a scarlet colour. It is said, that 
the Pheasant was originally introduced into Europe by the 
Argonauts from the banks of the river Phasis in Asia Minor. 

18. The Golden f'heasant, — Phasianus pictjis^ — (Plate 4* 
fig. 11.) comes from China. It is one of the most beautiful birds 
known ; the belly is of a bright red ; a tufl of golden yellow 
reclines from the top of the head ; the neck is surrounded by a 
magnificent orange collar, sprinkled with black ; the upper part 
of the back is green, and the lower part, as well as the rump, is- 
yellow; the wings are bright red with a beautiful spot of blue;' 
the tail, which is very long, is brown, spotted with gray. 

19. The Argus^— Phasianus argus, — comes from the south of 
Asia. The head and neck are nearly naked ; the tarsi are with- 
out spurs, and the secondary feathers of the wings are covered 
with eye-like spots, which, when the wings are spread, give the 
bird a remarkable appearance. 

20. No true Pheasant has yet been discovered in America. 

21. The Grouse, — Tetrao,—are recognised by a naked and, 
ordinarily, red strip, that occupies the place of the eye-brow. They 
are very numerous and are divided into many sub-genera, the 
principal of which are the following : 

22. 1 St. The Heath-Cocks, have the tarsi covered with feathers 
and without spurs, the toes naked, and the tail round or forked : 

17. How are Pheasants properly so called, characterised? From what 
part of the world is the true Pheasant derived ? 

18. What are the characters of the Golden Pheasant? 

19. How is the Argus recognised 7 

20. Is there any true Pheasant in America? 

21. How is the genus of Grouse recognised? What are the principal 
8ub.genera ? 

22. How may the Heath-cocks be known 7 
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23. 2nd, The Ptarmigans, or White GrowCf which have the 
toes fathered as well as the legs ; 

24. 3d. The FartridgeSi the tarsi of which are naked like the 
toes, and armed, only in the male, with short spm's, or simple 
tubercles ; 

25. 4th. The Quails, which also have naked tarsi without 
spurs, and in which, the eye-brow is not red, 

26. The Heath-Cocks, — Tetrao, — are for the most part birds 
of large size ; there is one species in France which is larger than 
the Turkey, and even larger than any other gallinaceous bird. 
The Great Heath-cock,— Tetrao urogallus,— {Plate 5, fig. 3,} 
The plumage of the male is slate colour, finely and transversely 
striped with black ; the female, which is a third smeiller, is fawn 
colour, with transverse, black or brown lines. The young 
resemble the female up to the first moulting. This bird is found 
in considerable numbers in Russia, Siberia, and generally in all 
the northern parts of Europe and Asia ; and is more rare in 
Germany, Hungary, and Prance, It always lives in the same 
piace, inhabiting through preference, mountain forests, and feed* 
chiefly on berries, buds, young shoots,-- grains, insects and worms.' 
Its flesh is delicious. 

27. [The Ruffled Grouse, — Tetrao umbtllus, — is mottled ; the' 
tail is gray or ferruginous, speckled or barred with black ; the 
male has a ruff" of broad black feathers on the sides of the neck ; 
in the female the ruff is smaller and dusky brown. It is known 
by the name of Pheasant, in the Middle and Western States, and 
by that of Partridge in New England. It inhabits the American 
continent from Hudson's Bay to Georgia, but is most abundant 
in the northern and middle parts of the United States. It feeds 
chiefly on berries. 

28. The Pinnated Grouse, — Te/rao cwpfc/a,— is partly crested 
and mottled ; and the tail is rather short and much rounded. 
The Grouse, or Prairie-Hen, is confined to dry, barren, and 
bushy tracts of small extent, and in several places it is now 
nearly or wholly exterminated. It is still met with on the Grouse 
Planes of New Jersey, on the Bushy Planes of Long Island, in 

23. What are the greneric characters of the Ptarmig^ans ? 

24. How are the Partridges recoornised ? 

25. How are the Quails recognised? 

26. What are the general characters of Heath-cocks? What are the 
characters of the Great Heath-Cock ? Where is it found ? What are its 
habits ? Upon what does it feed ? 

27. What are the characters of the Ruflfed Grouse 7 Where is it found f 
By what other names is it known 7 

28. Where is the Prairie-Hen found? 
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similar shrubby barrens in Connecticut, and in the Island of 
Martha's Vineyard, on the south side of Massachusetts Bay.] 

29. The Ptarmigans, or White Grouse, — Lagopvs, — have a 
round or square tail, and often become white in winter. [The 
Ptarmigan, — Tetrao lagopvs, — constantly resides in the coldest 
arctic deserts, and in the lofty mountains of Central Europe, 
where, as the snow begins to melt away, it seeks out its frozen 
bed, by ascending to the limits of eternal ice. It is common to 
the extreme northern regions of both the old and new continent. 
It feeds on many kinds of berries, heath, young shoots of pine, 
and occasionally eats a few insects. To protect themselves 
against the entreme cold of the climate, Ptarmigans dwell in the 
snow. As soon as they leave their frozen retreats in the morn- 
ing, they fly vigorously upward into the air, shaking the snow 
from their warm and white clothing. They are much esteemed 
as food in every country where they occur, and are commonly 
taken in nets. Between the months of April and May, it is said, 
that as many as ten thousand are taken for the use of the Hud- 
son's Bay settlement ; and in Europe, during the winter, they 
are carried in thousands to4he markets of Norway.] 

30. Partridges live in pairs, and keep on the ground. Two 
species of Partridge are common in France : the gray and the 
red. The Grag Partridgej^Tettao cinerevs, — keeps in the 
fields ; it is ashy brown elegantly mingled with black ; the tail is 
short and the legs are of a greenish wliite ; the beak and feet 
are ash-colour. In young Partridges there is observed, between 
eye and ear, a naked skin which is of a brilliant scarlet. The 
male has on the breast a chestnut coloured spot in the form 
of a horse shoe. The female is distinguished by less brilliant 
and less marked colours. She lays from twelve to eighteen eggs, 
and makes a nest on the ground of dry leaves and moss. The 
young ones run the moment they escape from the shell, a part 
of which they frequently drag after them. It not unfrequently 
happens that they place the eggs of a Partridge under a hen, who 
sits upon, and takes care of them as if they were her own. 

31. The Red Partridge,— Tetrao rnjvs. — has the beak and 
feet red ; it prefers to keep on hUls and elevated places ; its flesh 
IS whiter than that of the gray Partridge. 

32. [American Partridges, — Ortyx; — have the beak short, 
thick, higher than it is wide ; the upper mandible curved from the 

29. What are the habits of the Ptarmigan ? Where is it found ? 

30. What are the characters of the Gray Partridge of Europe 7 

31. How is the Red Partridge distinguished ? 

82. What are the characters of AmAiican Partridges 7 
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base ; no naked space around the eye ; the nostrils half closed 
by a membrane. The tarsus is destitute of spur or tubercle. 

33. These birds alight on low trees or bushes, sometimes roost 
ing in them; they also dwell on the ground, both by night and day. 
They are usually monogamous, the male taking charge of, and 
protecting the young, which associate with the old until the time 
of pairing. These are peculiar to America. 

34. The American Partridge^ or Quail, — Ortyx virginiana.—* 
is without a crest ; the plumage cinnamon brown, varied with 
black and whitish ; throat white, bounded with a black crescent ; 
beak black ; the feet ash colour. Though the Partridges of America 
are exceedingly prolific, they have been so thinned in some parts 
of the country, that sportsmen, acquainted with their local attach* 
ments, have been known to introduce them into places for breedi* 
ing, to prevent their threatened extermination.] 

35. The Quails. — Coturnix, — are smaller than Partridges, and 
have a shorter tail. The Common Quail of Europe, — Tclrao 
cotnrnix, — has a brown back, waved with bkick and dotted with 
white, a brown throat, and a whitish eye-brow. The female makea 
a nest like the partridge; she lays six or seven eggs which are 
of a gray colour with brown spots. They are hatched at the 
end of about three weeks. 

36. Quails are birds of passage, and celebrated for their migrat 
tions^ they are found throughout Europe, and in most parts of 
the United States In the autumn, they pass in immense troopa 
from Europe, across the Mediterranean to the coast of A&iea^, 
they return in the spring, and at that time they rest on som&: 
one of the Islands of the archipelago. 

FAMILY OF PIGEONS. 

37. The Pigeons, — Columba, — are regarded as forming the 
natural link or transition between the Passerinae and Gallinaceae^ 

38. Pigeons have a moderate, compressed, straight, vaulted 
beak, which is curved at the point, (Plate 5, fig, 4. ;) their nostrils 
are in the middle of the beak, pierced through a soft skin and 
covered by a cartilaginous scale which is inflated or bulged at 
the base of the beak ; their feet are frequently red ; they have 
three toes in front, which are entirely separate, and a posterior 

33. What are their habits ? 

34. What aie the characters of the American Partridge or Quail? 
Whether is it migratory or sedentary in its habits? 

35. What are the characters of the common European Quail ? 

36. What are the habits of Quails? 

37. What relation do Pigeons bear to the Passerine and GallinacesB ? 
88. What are the characters of Pigeons? What are their habits? 
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toe which is articulated upon the same plane as the others. They 
fly well, and differ very much from the Common Gallinacem in 
their habits. When they drink, they do not elevate the head 
as the latter do, and they ordinarily perch on trees. These birds 
always live' in a state of monogamy, and the male never leaves 
his female companion. They evince great mutual tenderness 
and express it by frequently caressing each other, and by the 
accents of their voice, the modulation and tone of which have 
been designated by the term cooing. Both unite in the construc- 
tion of the nest, and place it, according to the species, sometimes 
on the tops of the highest trees, amongst bushes, or even on 
the ground, and other times in the cavities of rocks. This 
nest, coarsely constructed of small branches and leaves, is 
very open, and ordinarily receives only two eggs, upon which 
the male and female alternately sit. One of these two eggs 
usually gives birth to a male, and the other to a female : and 
these two individuals being reared together remain forever after 
paired. They feed their young by disgorging into their little 
throats, grains macerated in their own stomach, and which they 
cause to regurgitate into the beak by a kind of contraction. 

39. These birds form but a single genus ; among the wild 
species in Europe are the Cushat, the Rock Dove, and the Turtle 
Dove. 

40. Pigeons are reared in vast numbers in the domestic state; 
one of the most celebrated races is the Carrier Pigeon^ which is 
^stinguished from all others, by a broad naked band which 
surrounds the eye, and its deep black plumage; it is remark- 
able for its rapid flight, and for the singular faculty it possesses of 
again finding the place where it was born, or where it left 
its young, after having been carried to very great distances. It 
has been often employed to convey letters, and it has been known 
to make a journey of upwards of a hundred leagues in a few hours. 

41. [Among the American species, the most remarkable is the 
Passenger Pigeon^ — Cnhimba migratoria, — which is bluish gray, 
with a white belly and bjack tail. The wild Pigeon of America, 
it is estimated, can fly several hundred miles at the rate of a mile 
a minute. The whole species seems to be always congregated in 
one huge flock, composed of millions of individuals ; and they 
remain in one locality for several years, and then leave it from 
dearth of food, which appears to be the sole cause that deter- 
mifles their migrations. They feed on acorns and berries ] 

39. What number of genera constitutes the family of Pigeons? 

40. What are the characters of the Carrier Pigeon 7 How is it employed T 

41. What are the characters of the Passenger Pisreon 7 What are i&a 
UblU? ^ 
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LESSON VII. 

Order op Grallatorije. — Zoological Characters. — Habits. -^ 

Division into eight Families. 
Family op Brbvippbnnes, — Ostrich, — Organization. — Habits.^ 

Cassowariest 
Family op Pressirostrbs. — Bustards. — Plovers. — Lapwings. 
Family op Cultrirostres. — Cranes, (Common Crane) — HeronSt 

{Common Heron.) — Storks, {Common Stork.) — Spoonbills. 
Family op Longirostres. — Geniis of Curlews. — Ibis, ( Sacred 

Ibis.) — Snipe, ( Woodcock, Common Snipe.) — The ^^vosets. 
Family op Macrodactyli. — Rails. — fVater-'Hens, 
Family op Flamingos. — Common Flamingo — Habits, 

OBDER OF QRA H.ATORIJB, 

1. The Order of Grallatoriae is. composed of birds that have 
the lower part of the leg naked like the tarsus, (Plate 5, fig. 
5, to 11.) Almost all these birds are remarkable for the length 
of their legs, and appear as if they were mounted on stilts. Their 
feet, most generally, have a small palmate membrane betwixt 
the external toes, and they sometimes are without a thumb. 
Their form is ordinarily lanlc, and their neck is very long ; their 
beak varies in its shape, but is also, in general, very long. 

2. Most of the Grallatoriae, which are also called Waders, or 
beach birds, frequent watery places, and wade in shallow waters 
to seek their food ; with some exceptions, they all feed on animal 
substances, and seek fishes, reptiles, or worms and insects, accor- 
ding as their beak is strong or weak ; a small number of them 
feed on grains and herbage, and these only live remote from 
water. And almost all these birds have very long wings ; they 
fly well, and extend their legs behind them when they fly, 
whereas, other birds, on the contrary, fold them under the belly. 

3. The Grallatoriae, which build their nests on trees, and in 
elevated situations, are monogamous, and feed their young until 
they are able to fly: almost all those that build on the ground 
are polygamous, and their young seek their own food soon after 
birth. 

1. What are the general character* of those birds that belong to the order 
of Grallatoris ? 

2. What are the general habits of the GrallatoiisB or Waders f Upoa 
what do they feed 7 

3. In what respect do the monogamous differ from the polygamous Gral* 
Utorie 7 
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4. This order is composed of iive principal families, and three 
small isolated groups, which diflfer too much from the other 
Grallatoriae, to be comprised in the preceding divisions, and may, 
therefore, be considered as forming so many separate families. 

5. The five principal families, which are characterised accord- 
ing to the form of the beak, are the Brevipennes, the Pressiros- 
tres, the Cultrirostres, the Longirostres, and the Macrodactyli. 

6. The three accessory families, each one of which is formed 
ef a single genus, are the Sheath-bills, or Vaginals, the Glarioles, 
and Flamingos. 

These different groups may be distinguished by the following' 
characters : ^ ... 

G&ALLATORIiB, hBTmjr WIDgS 
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4. Into how many families is the order of Grall&torisB dividfld ? 
.5. What are the prhicipal families ? 
6. What are the accessory families ? 
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FAMILY OF BREVIPPENNES. 

7. The Brevipennes (Plate 5, fig. 5.) are very large birds 
that are entirely incapable of flying, and have rudimentary wings 
only ; but they are remarkable for the strength of their posterior 
extremities, which renders them excellent runners. Here, the 
muscles of thQ chest not being required, as is the case in other 
birds to make the strong efforts necessary to depress the wings 
during flight, are very small, and there is no projecting keel in 
the middle of the sternum for their attachment, as in other birds ; 
this bone is in the form of a simple shield. It is to be observed 
also, that all the Brevipennes want the thumb, and that, both in 
the form of their beak and in their regimen, they are very analo- 
gous to the Gallinaceae. This family is composed of two genera : 
the Ostriches and the Cassowaries. The first have broad, flexi- 
ble feathers, and the second are covered with narrow, stiff" plumes, 
almost like bristles. 

8. Ostriches, — Struthio, — (Plate 5. Jig. 5,) are very large 
birds with long legs and tarsi, a long slender neck, and a very 
small head ; they have only rudimentary wings, composed of 
loose, flexible feathers with isolated barbs, which are entirely 
unsuitable for flight, but which these animals make use of in 
running. The beak, which is of moderate length, is soft at the 
end ; the eye is large and the lids are fringed with eye-lashes ; 
the tongue is short and rounded like a crescent ; the crop is 
enormous, the gizzard very strong, and the intestines volumi- 
nous; and above the cloaca their is a sort of large reservoir in 
which the urine accumulates as in a bladder ; and this is the 
only bird that urinates. 

9. Two species of Ostriches are known : one, proper to the 
eastern continent, and characterised by having only two toes ; 
the other, proper to America, which is recognisable by having 
three toes. 

10. The OstHch of the Eastern Continent^ — Struthio camelus^ 
— (Plate 5, Jig, 5.) is the largest of birds ; it attains six or seven 
feet in height and weighs as much as eighty pounds; the head 
and neck are thinly covered witb feathers ; the back, breast and 
belly are covered with black mingled with white and gray 
leathers, and those of the wings and tail are white ; the thighs 
are almost as naked as the neck, and of the two toes which termi* 

7. What are the characters of the Brevipennes ?. 

8. What are the characters of Ostriches ? 

9. How many species of Ootriches are known 7 How are they di tin* 
gaished 7 

10. What are the characters of the Ostrich of the eastern conUneut T 

8 
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nate the foot, the external one is but half the length of the other, 
and without a, nail. 

11. This bird lives in numerous troops on the sandy desertf 
of Africa and Arabia ; it is essentially herbivorous, but it is so 
voracious that it indiscriminately devours everything that falls 
within ite reach until its stomach is filled; it even swallows 
stones, fragments of metal, pieces of wood, and animal as well 
as the vegetable substances upon which it feeds ; the strength of 
its stomach is enormous. It can run more rapidly than the 
fieet^t horse. The strength of this animal is astonishing ; an 
Ostrich with two men on its back has been known to run faster 
than an excellent English courser. 

12. The eggs of the Ostrich weigh nearly three pounds each; 
in those countries which are not very warm, the female, and 
even the male sits upon them ; but on the burning deserts near the 
equator, they leave them in the sand, exposed to the heat of th^ 
sun. The period of incubation seems to be about six weeks, 
and the young are feathered when born and able to run at once. 

1 3. The broad flexible feathers of the wings and tail of the 
African Ostrich are much prized as ornaments. 

14. The American, or Three-toed 0$irichy — Struthio rhea,-^ 
is more than one half smaller than that of the eastern continent ; 
its plumage is grayish, and the feathers are scarcely of any value. 
It abounds in Buenos Ayres. 

15. The Cassowaries, — CasuariuSf—SLre recognised at first 
sight by the feathers, the barbs of which being so lightly fringed 
that at a distance they resemble pendent hairs ; their wings are 
even shorter than those of the Ostrich, and are totally useless 
even in running. 

16 Two species are known, namely; the ZJmeii, or crested 
Cassowary, and the Cassowary of New Holland. 

17. The Emevj or Crested Cassowary, — Struthio casvarius,-^^ 
Is almost as large as the Ostrich of the eastern continent, but 
not so tall ; it is remarkable on account of the azure blue and 
red skin that covers the head and part of the neck ; for its pen- 
dent caruncles like those of a Turkey, and for a sort of helmet 
or crest, formed by a bony prominence, covered with horn, which 

11. What are the habits of the OMrieh of the old world? 

12. What is the sizt^ of the eggB of the Ostrich 7 

13. The feathers of wh.t part of the Ostrich are used for ornament? 

14. How does the American Ostrich differ from the Ostrich of tlie old 
world 7 

15. How are the Cassowaries recojErnised 7 

16. What species of Cassowary are known 7 

17. What are the characters of the Emeu ? 
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surmounts the head. The feathers of the body are black, and 
for the most part double. It runs almost as rapidly as the Ostrich. 
It inhabits the Indian archipelago. 

18. The Cassowary of New Holland^ — Casuarim Novce Hoi- 
landice, — is of a brownish gray, and almost the whole head as 
well as the neck, is covered with fringed feathers. Its speed is 
greater than that of the preceding species. Its flesh resembles 
Deefl 

FAMILY OF FRESSIROSTRES. 

19. The Pressirostres, like the Brevipennes, and many of the 
Longirostres, are high on their legs, and without^ thumb, or 
the thumb is too short to touch the ground ; their beak is of 
moderate length and sufficiently strong to dig the earth in search 
of worms ; their wings are sometimes short, but can always be 
used in flight. {Plate B.fig, 6» and 7.) 

20. This family is composed of the Bustards, the Plovers, the 
Lapwings, and some other genera, the characters of which are 
as follows : 

(Genera.) 



Very short, .*---- --- }. Bustards. 

Moderate* C Without a thumb \ Plovers. 

( With a thumb, )■ Lapwings. 
Strongs and pointed, • . ^ OrsTBR-CATonBRs. 



m 

g^ Pretty long; 

04 t beak 



21. The Bustards, — 0/w, — are large, heavy birds that resem*- 
ble the Gallinaceae in the massive form of their bodies, and in 
having the upper mandible slightly vaulted. Their whigs are 
short, and they fly but little ; most commonly like the Ostriches* 
they employ them only to accelerate their speed when running. 
Their food consists of grains, herbs, worms and insects. 

Two species are found in Europe, namely ; the great Bustard, 
and the Little Bustard. 

22. The Great Bustard, — Otis tarda, — which is of a bright 
fewn colour, crossed with numerous black Streaks on the back, 
and grayish on the rest of the body, attains to more than three 
feet in length ; the male is the largest of European birds ; the 
female is about one third smaller. It is a timid bird, and keeps 

18. How is the Cassowary of New Holland characterised ? 

19. How are the Pressirostres characterised 7 

20. What genera compose this Family ? 

21. What are the characters of Bastards 7 Upon what do they feed'? 
98. What are the characters of the Great Bustard ? What are us htbiti 7 
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on naked and extended planes ; it flies little, but runs with great 
rapidity. It nests in fields of grain, and often unites in bands 
of from fifty to sixty individuals. 

23. The Little Bustard, — Otis tetrax, — is more than one half 
smaller than the preceding ; it is brown, dotted with black above, 
and whitish beneath. It is less fi*equently met with than the 
Great Bustard. 

24. The Plovers,— CAarffrfrtw«, — (Plate 5, fig, 6.) like the 
preceding, have no thumb ; but their moderate beak is com- 
pressed and swelled at the end ; their wings are moderate, and 
they fly well. They habitually frequent sea-coasts, the mouths 
of rivers, mantime marshes, and feed chiefly on worms, which 
they induce to crawl out of the ground by striking their feet upon 
it. Some species live solitary, and others in small troops. They 
emigrate every year, in more or less numerous troops, and it is 
chiefly in the autumn during the rains, that they are seen in 
greatest numbers ; from this circumstance they have obtained 
their name. When on land, they are in constant motion, and 
they fly in a long file. Th^ir flesh is delicate and esteemed : in 
those provinces where they are common, many are taken by 
means of nets. The species of France are seen only in autumn 
and spring ; they are the Dotterel, the Golden Plover, and the Ring 
Plover; they are all found in the United States. There are 
several species which have a homy spur on the carpal end of the 
forearm. 

25. The Lapwings, — Vanellus, — differ from Plovers in having 
a thumb, but it is so small that it does not touch the ground. 
Their habits are the same, and they often go in company with 
them. 

26. The Crested Lapwing, — Vanellus cristatvs, — inhabits 
Europe; it is a pretty bird of the size of a Pigeon, bronze 
black with a long and slender crest, (Plate 5, fig, 7.) It arrives 
in France in the spring, builds its nest in the fields, and remains 
through the summer ; but most of the species very soon after 
their arrival, continue their course to the north, and return in 
the autumn. 

27. [The Oyster-Catchers, — Hatnafopus, — have a somewhat 
longer beak than the Plovers or Lapwings. They dwell exclu- 
sively along the borders of the sea, frequenting beaches and 

23. What are the characters of the Lit;le Bustard 7 

24. What are the characters of the Plovers ^ From what circumstaDce 
do they derive their name? What are their habits? 

25. How do Lapwings differ from Plovers 7 

26. What is the Crested Lapwing? 

, 27. How are the Oyster.catchcrs characterised 7 What are their habits 7 
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sandy shores, where th«?y are seen to foDow the waves in search 
of marine insects. The Oyster- Catcher, — Hcematopus ostralegus^ 
— is common to the north of both continents, and is frequent on 
the sea shore of New Jersey and the Southern States. 

FAMILY OF CULTRIROSTRES. 

28. All the Grallatoria of this femily have a long, thick, strong 
beak, which is frequently trenchant and pointed ; in general, they 
have a well marked thumb. 

29. It may be divided mto three tribes, namely: 

1st. The Cranes, which have a straight beak, slightly clefl» 
and nearly one half of it is occupied by the membranous fossae of 
the nostrils. 

2nd The Herons, whose beeUr is strong, cleft to beneath the 
eyes, and grooved. 

3d. The Storks, whose beak is very long, and very strong. 

30. The Cranbs, — Griw,— have a straight beak which is but 
dightly cleft ; the toes are moderate, the external ones being a 
little palmate, and the thumb scarcely touches the ground. 
Almost all of them have the head and neck, to a greater or Ies9 
extent, destitute of feathers ; their habits are more terrestrial 
than those of the other Cuitriroatres, and their food is more 
vegetable. 

31. The Trumpetef*8, — Psophiuj — and Cranes properly so 
ealled, are ranged under this division. Among the former are 
the Crowned Crane, which comes from the western coast of 
Africa, and the Numidian Crane ; and amongst the latter is the 
Common Crane, which is more than four feet high ; and which 
is celebrated for the migrations it makes every autumn from* 
north to south, and every spring in a contrary direction, in! 
numerous and well conducted troops. 

32. [The Whooping Crane^ — Grtis americana, — is white; 
primaries black, and with black shafts ; the whole crown and 
cheeks bald. This stately Crane, the largest of all the feathered 
tiribes |p the United States, is met with in almost every part ef 
North America, dwelling amidst marshes, and dark and deso- 
late swamps ; it retires to the West Indies to pass the winter, 
though some have been known to linger, through the whole of 
the inclement season, in the swamps of New Jersey, near Cape 
May.] 

28. How are the Cultrirostres characterised ? 

29. Into what tribes is the family of Cultrirostres divided 7 

30. How are Cranes characterised ? 

31. For what is the comraoa Craoe celebrated? 

32. What are the characteirs of the Whooping Crane ? 

8* 
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33. The Herons, — Ardea^ — are more carnivorous, and are 
recognised by their larger toes, and by their strong beak which 
is cJeft to beneath the eyes, and acuminated. They are gloomy 
birds, and build their nests in swamps, along the banks of rivers. 
They feed on fish, frogs, moles, insects, &c. 

34. The tribe is divided into Herons properly so called, Boat- 
f bills {Cancroma) &.c. The beak in the first is higher than it is 

wide, and in the second flattened and very broad. 

35. Herons properly so called, — Ardea, — have the eyes sur- 
rounded by a naked membrane, which extends to the beak ; the 
tarsi are scutellated, &.c. 

36. The Gr>wiiio?i /iTeroi?,— .^rdcactfierea,— isalarge birdjthe 
plumage of which is bluish ash-colour, with the front of the neck 
white, sprinkled with black tears, and a black tuft on the occiput ; 
it is almost always solitary, and is often seen for hours together, 
on the same spot, standing motionless on one foot, the body- 
almost straight, the neck bent, and the beak resting on one 
shoulder ; it is gloomy and timid, and, in general, flies during 
the Bight, when it utters a harsh, sharp cry ; its flight is not 
rapid, but very powerful, and it can soar to an immense height. 
Its depredations on the fishes of European rivers, render it 
highly prejudicial ; it is celebrated on account of the sport which 
the wealthy in former times, derived from hunting it with 
fidcons. 

37. The Crah-eatet^ is a species of Heron of small size which 
is found in the mounteiinous districts of France ; it frequents the 
vicinity of ponds. 

38. The name of Egrets is given to certain Herons, the 
feathers of which, on the lower part of the back, at a certain 
period, are long and fringed; the most beautiful species, the 
feathers of which are used for ornamental purposes, are the 
Great and the Little Egret ; their plumage is entirely white, and 
they are met with in Europe. 

39. The Bitterns^ and Night-Herons, also belong to this tribe. 

40. The tribe of Storks is characterised by a larggr and 
smoother beak than the preceding, and by strong, almost equal 
palmate membranes betwixt the bases of the toes. 

33. What are the characters of Herons ? 

34. How is the tribe of Herons divided ? 

35. How are Herons properly so called, characterised ? 

36. What are the characters of the Common Heron T What are its habits? 

37. What is the Crab-eater ? 

38. What are Egrets 7 

39. What are Bitterns? 

40. How is the tribe of Stoiks eharacterited 7 
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41. The /Storks properly so called, — Ciconia, — have a large 
beak which is moderately cleft ; their light and broad mandibles, 
by striking against each other, produce a peculiar clash. Their 
legs are reticulated and not very muscular. Their movements are 
slow, and their steps long and measured ; in their powerful and 
sustained flight, they carry their head stiflBy in advance, and 
their legs, extended behind, serve them for a rudder. 

42. The White Stork,— -Jrdea ciconia, — (Plate 5, fg. 8.) 
appears in France and Germany in the spring, and passes the 
winter in Africa. It is a large, white bird, with the primaries of 
the wings black, and the beak and feet red. They live in pairs, 
and return every year to lay in the same nest. There is no bird 
which has received, from different nations, more universal pro- 
tection than this, which is, in fact, every where useful in ridding 
the soil of prejudicial animals, without, at the same time, doing 
the smallest injury. Among the ancients, this veneration was 
carried to such an extent, that it was made a crime to kill one of 
these birds ; in Thessaly it was even punishable by death. Like 
the Ibis, the Stork was an object of worship amongst the 
Egyptians; and its instinctive qualities have no doubt con- 
tributed to increase this respect which is perpetuated among the 
orientals, and still observed in Switzerland and Holland. It has 
so much affection for its young that it does not quit them in the 
greatest danger ; it is recorded in history, that the Stork of Delft, 
which was uselessly urged to carry away her young, remained 
and perished with them in the conflagration of that city. The 
tender attentions which these birds pay to their parents in crfd 
age, are not less remarkable, and it is for this reason that the 
Greeks gave their name to the law which obliges children to 
furnish aliment to their parents when they are in want. 

43. Some species of Storks have on the middle of the neck an 
appendage which resembles a large sausage, on account of which 
they are called, Pouched Storks; the feathers from beneath their 
wings form those light plumes which are called, by the French, 
Marabovs ; one species is found in Senegal, and another in India. 

44. The Spoonbills, — Platalea, — resemble the Storks in their 
whole structure ; but their beak, from which they derive their 
name, is flat, and widened at the end into a round disk like a 
spatula, (Plate 5, Jig . 9.) This conformation permits them to 

41. What are the characters of Storks properly so called? 

42. What is the White Stork ? What are its habits? For what is 4 
remarkable ? 

43. What are Pouched Storks ? 

44. What are the charaeters of the Spoonbills t 
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feed only on little animals which they obtain, either by rooting 
in the mud, or fishing in the water One species is spread 
throughout the eastern continent, and another is proper to 
South America. 

FAMILY OF LONGIROSTRES. 

45. The Longlrostres have a long, slender and feeble beak, 
which is only suitable for rooting in the mud, in search of worma 
atid small insects, (Plate 5yjiy. 10.) These Grallatoriae form two 
tribes. Snipes in which the beak is straight, or curved downwards ; 
and the Avosets in which the beak is curved upwards. 

46 The first of these groups is composed of the Ibis and 
Curlews, in which the beak is arctiate, and Snipes properly so 
called. Sandpipers, the Ruffs, and a great number of other 
birds in which the beak is straight. 

47. The Ibises, (Plate 5, /fgr. 10.) have the beak arcuate, a 
part of the head, and even a part of the neck, destitute of feathers, 
the external toes perceptibly palmate, and the thumb sufl&ciently 
long to rest on the ground. 

48. ["Species of the Ibis inhabit all quarters of the world. 
They frequent the borders of rivers and lakes, where they are 
accustomed to feed on insects, Crustacea, worms and shell fish, 
to which they also, at times, add vegetables. But we may place 
among popular fables, the reputation they have long enjoyed, of 
being the great destroyers of serpents and venomous reptiles, 
which in fact, they never touch. They migrate periodically to 
such distances, that the boundaries of the earth alone seem to 
set limits to their wanderings."] — NuttalL 

49. A species of this genus, the Sacred Ibifi, — Ilns religio»a, — 
Is celebrated on account of the religious worship it received 
among the Ancient Egygtians ; it was reared in the temples of 
that country, and embalmed after its death , According to some, 
these honours were rendered to the Ibis because it devoured 
serpents which might have become dangerous to the country, 
and according to others, because its appearance announced the 
rise of the Nile. It is often seen sculptured on the monuments of 
that remarkable people. It is a bird of about the size of a hen ; 
the plumage is white, except the ends of the primaries of the 

45. How are the Longlrostres characterised? How is this family divided 7 

46. What birds comp<»se the triije of Snipes? 

47. What are the characters of the Ibises ? 

48. Where are Ibises found? Upon what do they feed 7 

49. What is the Sacred Ibis ? Why is it' caiied sacred 7 Wbat^ are its 
characters? 
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wings, which are black, and the beak, and the feet, as well as 
the naked portion of the head and neck, which are also black. 
This species is found throughout Africa. 

50. The CurlewSj—NiimeniuSt—hsiye the beak arcuated like 
that of the Ibis, but it is more slender and round throughout ; the 
tip of the upper mandible extends beyond the end of the lower 
one, and projects a little downwards in front of it. The toes are 
palmated at bise. They are met with on our own coasts. 

51. The Snipes properly so called, — Scolopax, — have a 
straight beak, a compressed head, with large eyes, placed far 
back, and the feet are not palmated ; they are singularly stupid 
in appearance, which is not contradicted by their habits, 

52. The Common Woodcock of Europe,-^ Scofopax rusticola, — 
inhabits lofty mountains during the summer, and descends into 
the woods about the middle of October ; it goes alone or in pairs, 
particularly in bad weather, and seeks worms and insects in the 
soil. 

53. [The American Woodcock, — Scolopax minor, — differs from 
the European species, in the temperature of the climates selected 
for its residence. It is met with, in summer, between the river 
St. Lawrence and the limits of the Middle States, and in the 
winter retires to, or beyond the boundary of the Union. It 
revisits Pennsylvania early in March. The sensibility of the 
end of the beak, as in the Snipe, is sufficiently acute to enable it 
to collect its food by the sense of touch without using the eyes.] 

54. The Snipe, — Scolopax galUnago, — is smaller than the pre- 
ceding ; it inhabits marshes, the banks of nvulets, &c. Two 
other species are found in France, the Great Snipe, and Jack 
Snipe. All these birds are excellent to eat. The American 
species closely resemble those of Europe. 

55. The AvosETs, — Recurvirostra, — are distinguished by their 
long beak which is slender, elastic, and curved upwards, and by 
their feet being palmate almost to the ends of their toes. There 
is one species in Europe [The American Aooset, — Recurvirostra 
americana, — arrives on the coast of Cape May, in New Jersey, 
late in April, and early in October retires with its young to 
winter in the South.] 

50. How are the Curlews characterised ? 

51. Wh it are the characters of Snipe properly so called ? 
53. What are the hubit4 of the European Woodcock ? 

53. What are the habits of the American Woodcock 7 

54. What is the Snipe 7 

55. How are the Avoeets distinguished 7 
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FAMILY OF MACRODACTYLI. 

66. The Grallatoriae composing this family never have the 
beak as slender, and as weak as it is in the Longirostres, but, 
in other respects, its form varies very much. They are chiefly 
characterised by the arrangement of their toes, w!iich are very 
long, fitted for walking on the graFs of marshes ; or even for 
swimming, in which case they are widened by a species of lateral 
border, {Flute 7, fig, 9.) but they never possess the smallest - 
trace of a palmate membrane; the thumb is always quite long 4 
the body is singularly compressed ; and their wings are moderate 
or short, and their flight is feeble. 

67. Some of them, (the Jacanas, for example,) have the wings 
armed with a spur ; others are destitute of this kind of spur ; 
they are distinguished into Rails and Coots, according as the 
front is feathered, or furnished with a horny shield. 

58. The Rails, — Rallus, — have the front feathered, the bealr 
compressed and nearly straight, the head small, the toes destitute 
of lateral festoons, and the wings concave. They ordinarily 
keep concealed beneath the grass during the day, and seek their 
food, in the morning and evening, amidst the rushes and herbs of 
marshes and prairies. 

59. The Water Fail of Europe;— Rallus aqvaticus, — is fawn 
coloured brown, spotted with blackish above, bluish ash-colour 
beneath, and striped black and white on the flanks. Its flesh has 
a marshy odour. It is common along rivulets, and ponds ; it 
swims well and runs lightly over the leaves of aquatic plants. 

60. [The Clapper Rail, or MvdHen, — Rallus crepitans, — 
abounds in the Middle and Southern States. It is very numerous* 
on the extensive salt marshes of New Jersey, where they are 
intersected by numerous tide water ditches. It winters near to, 
or within the southern boundaries of the Union.] 

61. The Crex, or lAind Hail, — Rallus crex,— is vulgarly called 
the King of the Q,uails, because, from the circumstance of arriving 
and departing with them, and keeping on the same grounds, it 
was believed that he led them. It lives and nests in the fields, 
and runs through the grass with great rapidity. 

56. How are the Macrodactyli characterised ? 

57. How is the family of Macrodactyli distinguished 7 

58. What are the characters of the Rails? 

59. What are the characters of the European Water Rail f 

60. What is the M ud-Hen? 

61. What is the King of Quails 7 
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62. The Coots, — Fuliooi^—are readily distinguished from the 
Rails by a sort of horny plate, which extends from the base of the 
beak, and covers the forehead. This genus comprises the Water- 
Hens^ — GaUittula, — which are characterised by their very long 
toes, furnished with a narrow border. In general, they live 
singly or in couples, sometimes in small troops of three or four, 
on stagnant waters ; they swim and dive readily ; during a great 
part of the day they keep concealed amongst reeds and rushes, 
and venture only upon the surface of the waters at night. Their 
flight, during which their legs are pendent, is neither lofty, sus- 
tained, nor rapid. There is one species widely spread in Europe. 

The American Coots resemble those of Europe. 

FAMILY OF FLAMINGOS. v 

63. This division of the Order of Grallatoriae is composed of 
a single genus, which is very remarkable for the singular struc- 
ture of its beak, and the disproportionate length of the legs and 
neck. {Plate b. fig. \i.) 

64. Flamingos, — PhcenicopteruSf — are large birds that stand 
high on their legs ; they have palmate feet, an extremely long, 
slender neck, a small head, the upper mandible flat, and suddenly 
bent down at its middle to be applied over the lower mandible 
which is oval, and longitudinally hollowed into a semi-cylindric^^l 
canal ; the edges of both mandibles are furnished with very 
delicate little transverse plates like those of ducks, and their tongue 
is thick and fleshy. They live on shell flsh, insects, and the eggs 
of fishes, which they obtain by means of their long neck, and by 
bending down the head, to use the hook of the upper mandible tp 
advantage. 

65. The most common species is spread over the eastern con- 
tinent, as far as the fortieth degree of north latitude. Numerous 
troops are seen every year on the southern shores of France, and 
sometimes they ascend as &r as the river Rhine The Red 
Flantingo\ — Phceuicopteru» rii6er,-r-is from three to four feet 
high, of a purple red on the back, and rose coloured wings. Its 
hatnts are very remarkable. These birds are always in troops, 
and they form a line for the purpose of fishing, and this disposi- 
tion to be in file remains, even when they repose on the shore. 
They appoint a sentinel for their common security; whether 

€2. How are C!ooU distioguiehed ifom Rails? What are the character^ 
tif Water.ffens 7 What are their habits ? 

63. Is there more than one genus in the ^milj of Flamingos? 

64. How are Flamingos characterifced 1 

65. What are the characters of the Red Flamingo 7 What are its habits 7 
Upon what do Flamingos feed T 
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fishing or at rest, one of them is always on the lookout, with 
head erect, and if any thing alarms him, he utters a braying cry, 
resembling the sound of a trumpet, which is the signal for depar- 
ture ; as soon as the troop rises, and when they fly, they still 
preserve the line. The manner in which they construct their 
nest, is also worthy of attention ; they ordinarily build on drowned 
or wet shores ; they construct it on the water's edge, of marsh 
mud, in the form of a sugar loaf, truncated at top, about twenty 
inches high, and as they cannot, on account of the extreme 
length of their legs, squat in their nest, they straddle over it, the 
legs hanging down on each side, and resting on the ground. 

66. The ancients esteemed the flesh of the Flamingos very 
highly, and its fleshy tongue was particularly prized by the 
Romans ; but the moderns, who have had occasion to eat these 
birds, have found the flesh oily and disagreeable. 

67. The Glarioles and Vaginals, or Sheath-bills, offer nothing 
very interesting ; the first are found in all the northern part of 
the eastern continent, and the second in New Holland. 



LESSON VIII. 

Order op Palmipedes — Zoological Characters. — Habits. — Dtrt- 

sion into four families. 
Family op Divers. — Grebes. — ^^uks. — Penguins, 
Family op Longipennes. — Petrels. — Albatross, — Gulls. — Sea" 

Swallows, 
Family op Totipalmat-e. — G envs of Pelicans , (Pelican properfy 

so called.) — Chganizafion, — Habits, — Frigate Bird, — Boobies. 
Family of Lamellirostres. — Genus of Dncks. — Swaris, — Geese. 

— Ducks, — Eiders — Genus of the Mergansers. 



OBDBB OP PALMIPEDES. 



1. This name is given to birds in which the toes are united by 
a palmate membrane, but in other respects without the conforma- 
tion that belongs to the Grallatoriae ; every Palmipede has, in 
fact, the interval which separates the toes, filled up by a broad 
membrane, which envelopes them to neai the nail, or in other 

66. Is tho flesh of Flamingos Gonsidered good food f 

67. What arc Glariolea and VajBrinals ? 

I. What are Palmipedes 7 What are the most remarkable parts of their 
organizatioA 7 How it this order divided 7 
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words, they are web-footed. Their feet are made for natation, 
that is, they are placed far back on the body, and sustained 
by strong, compressed tarsL A close, lustrous plumage imbued 
with an oily fluid, and a thick down next to the skin, protect 
them against the water upon which they dwell. They are the 
only animals of this class, in which the neck exceeds — and some- 
times very much— the length of tne feet, for the reason that when 
swimming on the surface of the water, they often have to seek 
animals upon which they feed in its depths. The localities which 
they inhabit, removes most of them from the empire of man, and 
In many respects even from the investigation of naturalists Birds 
of this order generally possess a system of organization which is 
strong and appropriate for extensive flight ; their sternum is very 
long, aflbrding ample protection to most of their viscera, and has 
but one notch or oval hole on each side, which is filled by mem- 
brane, so that this bone affords a wide surface for the attachment 
of the depressor muscles of the wings. This order is divided into 
four families according to the following characters: 

(Families.) 



S 



Hafing excessively sh irt win^, and the legs 1 
placed so fnr ba k, that they are ob iged, when on I 
land, to pros rve an alinoat reriical posilion. They j 
fly Utile, or not tt all. J 



Brachtptbeib. 
or 

DlVCRl* 



Hivifig the 
wiofTs of ordi. 
nary lenfrth, or 
even very long, 
and the feet so 
plitced as to ena* 
blethe animal to 
walk when in a 
horizontal posi- 
tion. 



r The thumb free, "] 
The beak < or wanting. Wings f Lonoipbniies, 
horny, (^ezceseively long. J 



r The thatnb united 
j to the other toes 
I a common me 
(.brane. Wings long. 



led -] 

m \ 
ag- J 



TotipaluatA 



The beak covered by a soft "| , 
skin, and the ed^es furnished I t ^^,-,,,^»--««- 
with transverse lamelliB, or very ^ Lamclurotoi* 
fine teeth. J 



FAMILY OF BRACHYPTRR^ OR DIVERS 

2. They h%ve the legs placed farther back than all other birds, 
which renders it laborious for them to walk, and generally obliges 
them to keep in an oject position when on land, (Plate 6, fig. 
I, and 2,) As most of them fly badly, and as many of them 
cannot even fly at all, in consequence of the extreme shortness 
of their wings, they may be regarded as belonging, almost exclu* 

3. What are the characters of the Braehyptere t What are iheir habita t 
How is this family divided 7 

9 
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sively, to the surface of the water : their plumage is very close 
in structure, and even frequently presents a smooth surface and 
a silvery brightness. They swim perfectly, with the body entirely 
under water, and use their wings almost as if they were fins. 
This family is divided into three tribes, namely : 

1st The Divers, in which the beak is moderate, strong, 
straight, very pointed, and compressed, and the nostrils are 
lateral, linear, and half closed by a membrane. 

2nd, The Auks, in which the beak is very compressed^ 
trenchant, and ordinarily furrowed transversely. 

3d. The Penguins, in which the beak is pointed or hooked, 
and the wings are furnished only with feathers, which are so 
short that they resemble scales. 

3. The Divers, are sub-divided into Divers properly so called. 
Grebes, Guillemots, &c. 

4. The Divers properly so called, — Colymlms, — ^are recog- 
nised by their long toes, which are entirely palmate, and armed 
with pointed nails ; the thumb is short and provided with a small 
membrane. Their tail is very short and round. These birds 
never quit the water except during the season of laying, and 
then they walk by the assistance of their wings; if these supports 
fail them, they fall upon the belly, and have great diflBculty in 
rising They keep habitually under water, and scarcely show 
any thing but. the head to breathe from time to time. They fly 
well, but rarely, and dive at the flash of a gun, without attempt- 
ing to fly. They feed on fishes, spawn, and aquatic insects. The 
most common of its tribe, in the United States, is the Loony or 
Great Northern Diver, — Colymbns glacialis. 

5. The Grebes, — Podiceps, — {Plate 6, fig. 2.) in place of true 
palmate membranes, have the toes widened like the Grallatoria^ 
of the genus Fulica, and the anterior ones being united only at 
the base by membranes. They live on lakes and ponds, and 
build among the rushes. They swim with ease, and dive fre- 
quently ; the semi- metallic lustre of their plumage has caused 
their skins to be applied to the same use as fur. There are 
several species in Europe which are not well distinguished ; the 
largest is of the size of a duck, and the smallest is not larger 
than a quail. 

6. The name of Guillemots, — t/riVi,— is given to Divers that 
want the thumb, and that have shorter witigs than the preceding. 

. 3. HoiV are ihe Divers divided ? 

4 How are Divers properly so called, characterised ? What are their 
habits ? What is the Loon ? 

5. What are the characters of the Grebes 7 

6 What are GuillemoU f 
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7. Birds of the tribe of Auks, — ^Ica, — have a broad, straight, 
compressed beak, which is very much curved at the point. "The 
nostrils, which are about the middle of the beak, are almost 
closed by a membrane covered with feathers ; the feet are short, 
have only three toes, and are completely palmate ; the nails are 
slightly curved. They have the same habits €w the birds of the 
preceding genera, and, like them, inhabit the north. With the 
exception of a single species, they all fly but little, and always 
grazing, or lightly touching the surface of the water. [The 
Razm-btll Jfukj — Mca torda, — inhabits the coldest regions of 
the northern hemisphere. It is gregarious in its habits, and flies 
rapidly^ but near the surface of the water. The Great Ank, or 
^ NorUietn Penguin^ — Alca impeanis, — inhabits the highest lati- 
tudes of the globe, dwelling by choice and instinct, amidst regions 
covered with eternal ice. Its wings are extremely short and use- 
less for flight] 

8. The tribe of Penguins,— wfp/eiioc/y/«,—(P/a/e 6, fig. 1.) 
comprises Palmipedes, not one of which can fly; their little wings 
are covered with mere vestiges of feathers, which at first sight 
resemble scales ; their feet, which are placed farther back than in 
any other bird, only support them when they rest upon the tarsus, 
which is widened like the sole of the foot of a quadruped ^ they 
have a small thumb directed inwards, and the three anterior toes 
are united by a membrane. These birds never quit the water, 
except to lay, and then they are obliged to drag themselves along 
on the belly. They are only found in the antarctic seas. The 
Great Peugvih^ — Apteaodytei patagonica, — is the size of a 
goose, slate colour above, with a black mask, and a lemon 
coloured tail. 

FAMILY OF LONGIPENNES. 

9. This family contains birds of the high seas which from their 
power of extensive flight, are every where found, and which 
navigators meet with in every latitude. They have sharp, slender 
wings, {Plate 6, fig. 4.); tljeir pectoral muscles are very power- 
ful, their feet are widely palmate, which better enables them to 
repose upon the waves ; and their piercing sight, inevitably pre- 
vents the escape of fishes, of which they are very fond, and which 
they seize, not by diving, but skimming the surface. These birds 
are frequently met at incredible distances from land, and they are 
seldom seen beyond the limits of the zones, which they inhabit 

7. What arc the characters of the Aukt 1 What is the Raior-bill Auk ? 
What is the Greit Auk ? 

8. What are the characters of Penfrains? What regions do th«jr inhabit? 

9. What are the habita of the Longipennet t 
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through preference. They are recognised by the freedom of the 
thumb, or its entire absence, by their very long wings, and by 
their beak, which is without teeth, hooked, or simply pointed. 

10. The following table exhibits the characters of the principal 
genera composing this family. 

(Oenera.) 

«f a lube. 1^ Without a vestige of a thumb, }• Albatross, 

f Legs pretty long ; tail not forked } Gulls. 
The nostrils | 

oblong, and f Beak comprensed, ) s-^>i«.^,owiu 

pierced in \ Legs of the ordinary form. S »'*^^^^**^^ 



V 



different | very short; 
places. I tail gener- 



Beak like the 

t ally Ibrked. \ blades of a pair of ^ Skimhbm. 

seissorsk 



< 



H. The Petrels, — FroceUaria^ — ^have a beak, hooked at the 
end, the extremity of which seems to consist of a distinct piece^ 
articulated with the remainder ; their nostrils are united in a tube 
hid on the back of the upper mandible ; in place of a thumbs 
there is a nail planted in the heel. Of all the palmipedes these 
remain most constantly at a distance from land ; and when a tem- 
pest supervenes, they are often forced to seek shelter on reefs and 
ships, which circumstance has obtained (or them the name c^ 
Storm Birds. That of Petrel, (little Peter) is given ta them, it is 
said, from their habit of walking on the water, by the assistance 
of their wings, which reminds us of the miracle of Saint Peter 
walking on the Lake of €»ennesaret. They build their nest in 
holes, in rocks, and they eject upon those that attack them an 
oily fluid with which their stomach appears to be always filled. 
The greatest number of species inhabit the seas of the Antarctic 
pole. 

12. These birds are nocturnal ; they seek their food only in the 
morning, or evening twilight. During the day they lie concealed 
in caverns and clefts of rocks. They feed on the bodies, of dead 
cetacea, mdiusca, and worms that float on the surface of the 
water. 

To this genus belong the Stormy Petrels, or Mother Carey's 
chickens, — Proceilaria pelayictu — Cape Pigeons, &c. 

IC. What are the princifial genera of the family of Loogipenaea? 
li. What are the characters of the Petrels? 
12. What are the habits of PeUels? 
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13. The Albatrosses, — Diomede.ay — have a very long, very 
strong, hard, trenchant and compressed beak, which is. straight 
at the base, and suddenly curved towards the end ; the nostrils 
are tubular, and placed in a furrow ; the feet are short and pal- 
mate, and have but three toes; the nails are short and dull. 

14. The Albatrosses are the largest of all oceanic birds ; their 
heavy, massive form seems to bear very little relation to their 
rapid and long continued flight, which has caused them to be 
called by mariners Cape Sheep, or MaH'of-war-birds. The 
species best known, is white with black wings*. Of all birds, 
this one is seen at the greatest distance from land ; it generally 
inhabits extra-tropical latitudes, and it is chiefly in those seas 
which wash the three great southern capes, that it is most com- 
monly seen. It was for a long time believed that it belonged 
exclusively to the soutliern hemisphere, and was never seen in 
the north. 

15. The genus of Gulls, — LarvSy^fPlate 6, fig. 5.) have a 
moderate entire beak, which is naked at the base ; the upper 
mandible is curved at the point, and the inferior, swelled and 
angular beneath ; the nostrils are median and longitudinal ; the 
tarsi are pretty long, and naked above the knee : the thumb 
which is articulated high up, is sometimes without a nail j the 
tail is rectilinear, and the wings are long The name of Goelattds^ 
or Gulls properly so called, is given to large species, the size of 
which exceeds that of a duck, while the smaller species are called 
Mouettes. 

16. Mouettes inhabit the sea shore of all parts of the globe. 
They are clamorous and voracious ; they feed on fishes and 
small animals, as well as on carrion and dead bodies; their 
gluttony is such that they may be easily taken by enveloping a 
hook with feathers which, floating on the surface, in their eyes, 
resembles a little flsh. 

17. The Sea Swallows, or Terns, — S/erwa,— derive their 
name from their excessively long wings and forked tail which 
give them the appearance of common Swallows. Their beak is 
as long or longer than the head, almost straight, compressed, 
trenchant, acute at the point, and both mandibles are of equal 
length ; the nostrils are about the middle of the beak ; the fijet 
are small, naked above the knee, the tarsi are very short, and me 

1 3. What are the characters of the Albatross 7 

14. Where are Albatrosses found? 

15. How are GuIIh characterised ? What are Goelandaf 

16. What are Mouettes? 

17. What are the characters of Sea-Swallows ^ 

9» 
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anterior toes are united by a membrane. Their nails are small 
ant! arcuate. These birds fly a great deal, rarely alight upon 
the water, and do not swim. They feed on little fishes or insects 
which they seize as they fly, skimming the surface of the water. 
All birds of this genus are clothed in white, with the back, wings, 
and tail, pearl gray. 

18. The Skimmers, (Cut- waters, or Shear-waters,— l?^yiicAop«, 
— are remarkable for the singular form of their beak, the lowei;* 
mandible of which is much lonj^er than the upper, both being flat- 
tened, so as to form simple blades, which meet without clasping. 
They inhabit the West Indies. [The Cut-water, or Black Skimmer, 
-^Hhynchops nigra, — is a bird of passage in the United States. It 
arrives from its winter quarters about the middle of May, on the 
sea shores of New Jersey, where it breeds : its favourite haunts 
are along the low sand-bars and dry flats of the strand, in the 
immediate vicinity of the ocean.] 

FAMILY OF TOTIPALMAT^. 

19 The birds of this family are remarkable for having the 
thumb united to the other toes in the same membrane, and not^ 
withstanding this organization, which converts their feet into 
excellent paddles, they are the only birds among the Palmipedes 
that perch on trees. They all fly well, and have short feet. 

The characters of the most important genera of this family are 
contained in the following table : 

(Genera.) 
' HaTin^ a large cutaneous pouch or eac, auspended ) PiijcAim. 
between 3ie branches of the lower mandible. J 



•4 
s 
•J * 



I 



Without a 

sac beneath 

the lower 

jaw. 



The beak 

straight, com- 

pressed, and 

hooked at the ' 

end. 



Tail forked )- Frioatk Birds. 

. Tail pointed ....}• Boobies. 
. Beak straight, slender, and pointed, )- Darters, dec 

20. The Pelicans, — Pelicanus, — {Plate 6, fig. 3) have a long, 
straight, broad beak, which is very much depressed ; the upper 
mandible is flattened and hooked, and the lower one is formed 
of two bony branches between which hangs a large pouch of 
naAd skin. The face and throat are naked, the feet are strong 
and short, and all the toes are united by a single membrane. 
Tljese singular animals are expert swimmers, and are found both 
on salt and fresh waters. They feed on fishes, and c an store an 

18. How are the Skimmers characterised 7 What is the Black Skimmer 7 

19. For what are birds of the &mily of Totipalmats remarkable 7 

20. How are Pelicans characterised 7 Where are they found f 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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aoiple supply of them in their pouch, which is prodigiously dilata- 
bl§. They are spread over all the warm, temperate, and even the 
almost frigid cliaiates of the globe, and one of the species, the 
common Pelican, may be considered a cosmopolite. 

21. The Common Pelican^ — Pelicaaus onocrofalus, — (some- 
times called onocroinlust because its voice has been compared to 
the braying of an ass,) the largest web-footed water-fowl known, 
is five or six feet long with an alar spread of twelve feet ; the 
beak alone is about a foot and a half in length, and its pouch 
will contain a dozen quarts of water ; its plumage is more or 
less purely white, according to its age, and the remiges are 
black. It flies well, and sometimes rises to a great height ; but 
in general, it skims the surface of the water, or balances at a 
moderate elevation, in order to precipitate itself more readily 
upon its prey ; sometimes it is seen to beat the water with its 
wings as if to disturb it, and alarm the fishes, and we are assured, 
when Pelicans are assembled in troops, they fish in company, by. 
forming a large circle which they gradually reduce to imprison 
the fishes, until, at a given signal, they all strike the water at the 
same time, and, under favour of the confusion, dive in and 
seize their victims. The fishing over, they retire to some rocky 
point or shoal, and there digest their gluttonous meal at their ease» 
They can perch on trees, (which is very rare among the web- 
footed birds,) but they do not nest in them ; they build on the 
ground, in an excavation, which they line with herbs. The 
female lays from four to six eggs, and feeds her young by dis- 
gorging before them the fishes, which she brings in her pouch for 
their use. It is also said that she carries them water in the same 
way, and it is probable that the movement which she makes to 
empty her pouch, by pressing it against her breast, has given rise 
to the fable, referred by some writers, to the pretended habit 
which these birds had of opening their breast to feed their young 
&mily on. their own blood. 

22. The Cormorants, — Phalacrocorax, — have an elongated, 
compressed beak, the upper mandible hooked at the end, the 
skin of the throat is but little dilatable, and does not form a pouch 

•as in the Pelicans ; the nail of the middle toe is toothed like a, 
sjiw, and the tail, which consists of fourteen . feathers, is round. 
They are excellent divers : they ordinarily swim with only the 
head above water, and they pursue fishes, upon which they feed, 
with astonishing rapidity, entirely under water. Their flight is 
rapid and sustained ; but on land, they walk badly, and sustain 

21. Wiiat are the characters of the common Pelican? What are its habits 7 
32. What are the characters of Cormorantf ? How is the common CkMP 
a^cfwit c)iaract«ria«cl 7 
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themselves almost in a vertical position by the assistance of the tail* 
The Common Cormorant, is of the size of a goose, and its plumage 
is greenish black ; it inhabits the northern countries of both con- 
tinents ; it nests sometimes in rocky clefts, and sometimes on trees 
or among rushes, and feeds chiefly on eels. The Shags belong 
to this genus. 

23. The Frigate Birds, —Tlic^pe/f*, — (P/ate 6, fig, 4.) also 
differ from Pelicans in the absence of the sub-maxillary pouch, 
in their forked tail, and in their short feet, the membranes of 
which are deeply notched ; they have long wings that spread to 
a great extent, and a beak, both mandibles of which are curved 
at the end. 

24. These birds only inhabit inter-tropical regions, and their 
flight is so powerful and rapid, that they fly to great distances from 
land, and for this reason they have obtained the name of Man-of> 
war birds. They are met with more than four hundred leagues 
at sea, and they wage an active war against the flying-fish, 
which, in order to escape from the pursuit of other fishes, springs 
entirely out of water. Frigate birds also pursue Boobies, and 
by striking them with their wings and beak, force them to dis- 
gorge the product of their fishing, which they dexterously seize 
before it falls into the water. 

25. The Boobies,— Stt/a, — very much resenrble the preceding, 
but their beak is straight, slightly arcuate at the point and armed 
on the edges, with teeth, the points of which are directed back- 
wards ; the throat, as well as the vicinity of the eyes, is naked, 
and but little extensible ; the wings are less than those of the 
Frigate bird, and the tail is a little wedge-shaped. They obtain 
their name of Boobies from the stupidity they display in submit- 
ting to the attacks of man and animals. 

26. The Darters,— /*/o*M«,—(F/a<e 6, fig. 8) resemble the 
Cormorants in the form of their body, and in their feet, but are 
distinguished from them by the length of their neck, their smal! 
head, and by their straight, slender and pointed beak, which is 
dentate on the edges. They inhabit the warm countries of both 
hemispheres, and their habits are nearly the same as those of the 
preceding. 

27. The Tropic Birds,-- Phceton, —difkr fi-om the other Toti- 
palmatae in having the head entirely feathered, and by the two 
long, straight feathers of the tail, which at a distance resemble 

?3. What are the characters of Frigate Birds? 

34. What are the habits of Frigate birds f Why are they called Man-o& 
war birds 7 

25. What are the characters of Boobies f 

26. What are Darters ? 

27. What are tb« characters of Tropic birds? Why ue tbay so ctlM 7 
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straws. They seldom resort to the land except to breed, and 
rarely quit the torrid zone. Their appearance is an indication 
to navigators of their vicinity to that region. 

FAMILY OF LAMELLIROSTRES. 

28. The Palmipedes of this family have a thick beak, covered 
ivith a soft skin rather than true horn, and its edges are furnished 
with lamellae or little teeth, {I* late 6, fig. 6, 7, and 9. and Plate 
Sfjig. 14.); the tongue is large and fleshy, and dentate on \ta 
edges ; they have three toes in front, united by membranes, and 
one behind, which is free Their wings are of moderate length, 
and they live more on fresh waters than at sea. 

They are divided in the following manner : 



La MBLLIR06TRB9, 

bavin/ the beak 




15. i?a "as 

y^ if I r I 




98, Wba are tbe characters of Palmipeides 7 
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29. All the Palmipedes of the Tribe op Ducks, which naturalists 
distinguish under the name of Anas, have a moderate, strong, 
straight beak, which is more or less depressed, convex above, 
flat below, rounded at the end, and terminated by a smooth scale 
in the form of a nail. The edges of each mandible are armed 
with little projecting lamellae, which are delicate and placed trans- 
versely, and seem designed to permit the escape of water after 
the animal has seized its prey. Their food consists of fishes, 
moUusca, insects, grains, &c. To obtain their nourishment, some 
submerge themselves entirely, while others remain on the surface, 
and only plunge in their head and long neck. They are seldom 
on land. 

30. This tribe is composed of Swans, Geese, and Ducks properly 
so called. 

31. The Swans, — Cygnus^— (Plate Q, fig. 9,) are the larg^t 
birds of this group, and are distinguished by the form of the beak 
which is as wide in front as it is behind, and higher than it is wide 
at its base. They feed chiefly on grains, and the roots of aquatic 
plants. They swim with such facility, that a man walking rapidly 
along the shore would have diflaculty in keeping up with them, 
and they fly with a great deal of lightness and strength. Whether 
on the water or in the air, they are almost always seen in troops. 
Their young quit the nest, swim and eat alone immediately after 
they are hatched. Their down, which is very fine, serves for 
many purposes. Thejr plumage is generally white. 

32. These birds have long been celebrated for the beauty of 
their form, and for the grace with which they swim. Their 
trachea is bent on the sternum, but their voice is not rendered 
therefore more agreeable, and the ancients have very gratuitously 
given celebrity to the song of the Swan. 

33. In New Holland, there is a Black Swan, which is the size 
of the common species, but its carriage is less graceful and 
elegant. 

34. Geese, — Anser^ — have a moderate or short beak, narrower 
before than behind, and higher than wide at its base; their legs 
which are longer than those of Ducks properly so called, and 
placed nearer to the middle ^t.he body, give them greater 
^cility in walking. They feed on aquatic plants and grains. 

29. How are Palmipedes of the tribe ot* Ducks characterised ? Upon 
what do they feed 7 

30. What genera compose the tribe of Ducks? 
39. What are the characters of Swans? 

3'^ What is peculiar \a the trachea of Swans ? 

33. Are all Swans white ? 

34. What are the character! of Geese? What are their habitif 
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They live almost constantly on great humid prairies and vast 
marshes. Wild geese live in numerous troops and always have 
some of them on the watch : they are extremely suspicious. 
The males are not distinguishable from the females by the colour 
of their plumage ; they moult but once a year ; their voice is 
strong and clamorous. They breed on the ground, swim little, 
and do not dive at all. They fly in flocks, in two lihes in the form 
of an angle, or in a single line, when the troop is numerous ; the 
one which is at the point of the angle, or at the head of the line, 
falls into the rear when fatigued, and they all succeed each other 
in turn. 

35. Ducks properly so called, — •^;ta«, — (Plate 6, Jig. 6.) 
comprise species almost all of which resemble each other, but still 
diff*er in slight particulars. They differ from Swans and Geese, 
not only in their beak, but also in being much smaller and having 
a shorter neck ; their trachea is inflated at its bifurcation. 

36. Ducks are spread through all the marshy or maritime 
countries of the globe. They are aquatic and migratory, and 
approach the sea coast in flocks during autumn and winter, but 
frequent fresh water ponds, lakes and rivers, particularly those 
with grassy and sedgy borders ; they prefer shallow places in 
which they can fathom the bottom with the beak without the 

• necessity of diving deeply, to which they only have recourse in 
the breeding season, or to avoid their enemies. The species are 
numerous, but they are most abundant in temperate regions. 

37. Ducks are divided into Sea-duck$^ Eiderg, Common Duck$t 
Teals, &c. 

The Common Duck has been long domesticated, and inhabits 
all our poultry yards. 

38. [The Canvass Backed Duck, — •^/i«« valisneria, — so well 
known as a delicacy of the table, is a species peculiar to the con- 
tinent of America. It is of a steel gray ; beak straight, nearly 
two and a half inches long, its sides parallel. The Male is white 
waved with black ; the head tinged with black anteriorly, and 
the neck glossy chestnut : a black pectoral belt. Female, dull 
whitish, waved with black ; head, neck, and breast, brownish.] 

39. The Eider,^^na8mollissima.-'(Somateriay) is a species 
of Duck celebrated for the dowq which it furnishes, known under 
the name of Eider down. The male is near ly two feet long, and 

35. What are Ducks properly so called 7 What is the pecoliaritj of the 
trachea in Ducks properly so called 7 

36. What are tlie habi<s of Ducks T 

37. How are Ducks divided ? 

38. How is the Canvass Backed Duck characterised ? 

39. What are the characters of the Eider 7 How it Eider down obtnined? 
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its alar extent is about two feet eight inches ; it is whitish, with 
the front, and sides of the crown, belly, and tail, black. The 
female, which is smaller, is gray, speckled brown. Clothed in a 
thick flir, the Eiders brave the rigours of the coldest countries, 
mid advance as far as Spitzbergen. The down which they pluck 
from the breast and belly to line their nest, is sought for with a 
great deal of pains in those countries where these birds are 
common : it is the softest, the lightest, the warmest, and most 
dastic of all downs, that which is plucked from the dead bird is 
of inferior quality. 

40. The genus of Merganscrs, — Mergns,— comprises those 
Palmipede Lamellirostres that have a moderate or long, straight, 
sSender beak, in the form of an elongated and almost cylindrical 
cone, wide at the base, and the point of the upper mandible is 
very much curved and hooked. The edges of both mandibles 
are serrated, and the teeth are directed backwards, ( Plate 6, 
Jip, 7.) ; the nostrils are about the middle of the beak ; the feet 
are short, and the toes are entirely palmate ; the posterior toe is 
free, and has a border. These birds swim perfectly, often having 
only their head above water, and they dive still better; their 
flight is rapid and sustained, but from the posterior position of 
their feet, they are scarcely capable of walking, tottering from 
Side to side with the utmost embarrassment. In other respectt 
they resemble Ducks. They dwell habitually in cold countries, 
and are only seen commonly in temperate climates on " the 
i^proach of winter. Of the five species known, one is peculiar 
to America, the Hooded Merganser^-- Mergu» cucullatu$^^-'9J!A 
di are found on this continent. 

We next proceed to study the Reptiles, which form the Third 
Class op the Branch op Vbrtebrata. 



40. What are the character! of the Mergaosera 7 



fiND OP THE THIRD BOOK OF NATORAL HISTORY. 
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Abdomin. — From the Latin ahdere^ 
to conceal; the belly. The chief, 
vidcera contained in the ab(iomen,g 
are the stomach, intestines, liver, 
&c. dec 

AcciPiTREs. — From the Latin acci- 

pere^ to seize hold of. Systematic 

name of tiie order of birds of prey. 

. } From the Latin acu- 

AcoMiNATK. ( ^ ^harp point. 

Acuminated. ^ Ending in a Ipoint 

iElANTHE. — From the Greek etemi, 
which is from ae6 or ad, to agitate, 
and anlhe^ a flower. 

Aedon. — From the Greek aeddn^a. 
songster, which is derived from 
aeidot I sing. A term applied to 
many birds. 

Aerial. — From the Latin aeriua: be- 
longing to the air. 

^RuoiNosuB. — Latin. Rusty. 

.£sALON. — Latin. Name of a kind 
of Falcon. 

.£sTivA. — Latra. Belonging or re- 
lating to summer. 

Alar ( Extent. )— From the Latin 
a2tf, a wing. Belonging or rela- 
ting to the winzs. A term used 
in speaking of uie stretch of tlie 
expanded wings. 

Alauda. — Latin. A lark. 

Albino. — Spanish, formed from the 
Latin albu8^ white. This word is 
employed to designate those indi- 
viduals ofthe human race who have 
the skin and hair white, the iris 
very pale and bordering on red or 
pink; and the eyes so sensible, 
that they cannot bear the light of 
day. The word is also applied to 
animals ofthe lower orders that; 
are similarly characterised. 

Alga.— The systematic name of a ' 
tribe of web-footed birds. \ 

10 



Alcedo,— Latin name of the King, 
fisher. 

Alcton. — From the Greek, alku6n^ 
which ' is formed from a/s, the sea, 
and hudt I produce. (The Hal- 
cyon, tlie name of a fabulous bird 
ofthe ancients, which was sup- 
posed to build its nest on the sea, 
at a season when it was presumed 
to be calm. This season embraced 
a period of fourteen days, which 
were cal!ed the Halcyon days,) 
The specific name of a kingfisher. 

Alector. — From the Greek, alektOr^ 
the domestic cock. , 

Alpestris. — Latin. Belonging or re- 
lating to the Alps. 

A-RioANA. / Modern Latin. Be. 

Ampelis. — From the Greek, ampt- 
leon^ a singing bird. The systema- 
tic name of the crown birds. 

Analogous. — From the Greek, ana, 
between, and logoa^ reason. Hav- 
ing some resemblance or relation* 
though difiering in essential par- 
ticulars. Similar. 

Anas. — From the Greek, nessa, a 
duck, which is formed from tied, I 
swim. The sy^tematic name of 
the tribe of ducks. 

Anchtlosed. — From the Greek, a^- 
kulos, crooked. A joint that has 
become stiff and immoveable is 
said to be anchylosed. 

Anser. — Latin. A goose. 

ANTHns. — Latin.' Name ofthe Tit- 
lark or Meadow-hrk. 

Apparatus. — Latin, ad^ for, and patm 
are to prepare ; a collection or in- 
struments or organs for any opera 
tion whatever. An assemblage o^ 
organs. In Latin this word is the 
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Mine in the plural— but in English 
tome writers make the plural, 
apparatuses. 

Api ASTER. — Modern Latin, formed 
from apis^ a b.e. The specific 
name of the common Bee- eater. 

Apivorus — From the Latin, apt*, a 
bee, and vorare, to eat Bee-eat- 
ing. One that eats bees. 

Appendices — The plural of appendix. 

Appendix. — Latin, cr^, to, and pendere 
tohan^; something added. Any 
part that adheres to an organ, or 
is continuous with it. 

Apoda — From the Greek, a, without, 
and pous, (in the genitive, podos^) 
a foot. Without feet. Applied 
to birds of Paradise, because it 
was once supposed they had no 
feet. 

APTENoDYTES.-:-From thc Greek, a, 
privative — ptenos, winged ; having 
the power of flying, and dutest a 
diver. The systematic name of 
Penguins* 

Apus. — Latin. Specific name of the 
common Martin. 

Aquaticos. — Latin. Aquatic. Rela- 
ting or belonging to water. 

Aquila. — Latm. An Eagle. 

Ara. > Systematic names of a 

Aracari. \ Maccaw. 

Archipelago. — From the Greek, 
arcAe, beginning, &nd pelagoSf sea; 
an extent of sea sprinkled with 
islands. 

Arcuate. — From the Latin, areuo, 
I bend like a bow. Bent like a 
bow; bow-shaped. 

Ardea. — Latin. A Heron. 

Argonauts. — From the Greek, argo^ 
the name of a vessel, and nautes^ 
a navigator. The name of the 
ancient Grecian princes who sailed 
on board of the ship Argo with 
Jason, to conquer the golden fleece. 

Argus. — The name of a hero in my- 
thology, who was said to have had 
a hundred eyes, fif\y of which 
were open while the other fifty 
slept; afterhis death, Juno changed 
him into a peacock. From the 
■pots in its tail, sometimes called 



eyes, this name has been applied 
to a soecif s of Pheanant. 

Articulate — Fiom the Latin, arti. 
culust which is the diu)inut ve of 
artust a limb, which is derived from 
the Greek, arlhron^ a joint. To 
join or joint To form words ; t* 
utter. 

Articulation. — A joint. 

Arvensjs. — Lntin. Formed firoir 
atvum, a field. Relating or be. 
longing to fields. 

AsTUR— Systematic name of the 
Goshawkc. 

Aura. — Latin. An air or emanation. 
The specific name of a kind oi 
Vulture. 

AuRATUs. — Latin. Gilded ; golden. 
Belonging or relating to gold. 

Barb. — From the Latin, barba^ a 
heard. The filaments which are 
attached to two bides of the stalk 
of a feather, are called barbs or 
beards. 

Barbule. — The diminutive of barb, 
and is applied to designate the 
filaments which are found on the 
edges of the barbs, composing a 
feather. 

Barbarus. — Latin. Foreign ; bar- 
barous; cruel. 

Barbatus — Latin. Bearded ; hay- 
ing a beard. 

Base op support. — ^The space com- 
prised between the points by which 
an object supports itself upon a 
resistant body. 

Beak — The bill or horny mouth of a 
bird. 

Becffgue. — Fiench name of the Tit- 
lark. 

Becca fica — Italian name of the Tit- 
lark. 

BicoLOR. — Latin. Particoloured. 

Bifid. — From the Latin, 6tjt, twice, 
and Jindere, to split. Split or di- 
vided into two separate parts. 

Bifurcate — From the Latin, few, 
twice, and furca^ a fork. Divided 
or separated into two branches. 

Bifurcation. — From the Latin, bU^ 
twice, and furca^ a fork. The 
point where two branches sepaiate. 
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BoMBTciLLA. — Ftofii the Greek, ham* 
baxt a silk worm. The systematic 
name of the Chatterers. 

BaACHrpTER.£. — From the Greek, 
brachus^ short, and pteron^ a wing. 
Having short wings. The syste- 
matic name of a family of divers. 

Bkkvipennes. — From the Latin, 6re- 
via, short, and penna, a wing. 
Having short wings. The syste- 
matic name of a family of the order 
of wading birds. 

Ba'oNCHiA.— The singular of 

BaoNCHiiE. — From the Greek, brog" 
eho8^ the throat The Wo branches 
of the wind-pipe which convey air 
to the langs. 

•BiTBo. — Latin. An Owl. 

BocERos. — From the Latin, bucerua', 
horned. The systematic name of 
the Calaos or hornbills. 

Bulb. — From the Greek, bolboSt a 
roand root. A name given by an- 
atomists, to various part^ which 
resemble certain bulbous roots in 
shape. 

BoLBas. — Latin. A bulb, bulbus 
glandulosuSf is the second stomach 
of birds. 

Bothaoa. — From the Greek, 6ott«, 
an Oi, and phagein^ to eat. Sys- 
tematic name of the beef-eaters. 

BuTEO.- — Latin. A Buzzard. 

Californianus. — Latin. Califbrnian. 

Callous. — From the Latin, callus^ 
hardness. That which is hard, or 
indurated. 

Camklus. — Latin. Camel. 

Canadensis. — Latin. Canadian. Be. 
longing or relating to Canada. 

Canaria. — Latin. Belonging or re- 

' lating to the Canary Islands. 

CANGRo>iA.<—The generic name ot 
the Boatbills. 

Cannabina. — Latin. Belonging or 
relating to hemp. The specific 
name of the Linnet. 

Capistrum. — The sides of the head 
immediately behind the bill. 

Caprinulgus. — Latin. A milker of 
goats. Systematic name of the 
Goatsuckers, which is derived from 
a notion entertained by the volgar, 



of their sucking goats, and evea 
cows. 

Caravan. — From the Persian, hara" 
otian^ an assemblage of persons 
travelling together. A troop of 
travellers, merchants or pilgrims, 
who, for greater security, cross the 
deserts and other places infested 
by Arabs and highwaymen, in 
company. 

Cardia. — From the Greek, kardia, 
the heart The left opening of 
the stomach, where the oesophagus 
enters it. 

Carduelis — Latin. A bird feeding 
among thistles. Specific name of 
the Goldfinch. 

Carneous. — From the Latin, caro^ 
( in the genitive, carnis, flesh. ) . 
Belonging or relating to flesh; 
fleshy. 

Carnivorous. — From the Latin, caro^ 
carnis^ flesh, and voro^ I eat. Ani- 
mals that feed on flesh are said to 
be carnivorous. 

Carolinensis. — Latin. Carolinian. 
Belonging to Carolina. 

Carpal. — Belonging or relating to 
the carpus. 

Carpus.— From the Greek, karpot^ 
the wrist The part between tiie 
fore-arm and hand. 

Cartilage. — Gristle. A solid part of 
the animal body of medium con- 
sistence between bone and liga* 
ment 

Cartilaginous. — Partaking of the 
nature of cartilage. 

Caruncle. — From the Latin carurt" 
cula^ the diminutive of caro^ flesh. 
A small portion of flesh ; a fleshy 
excrescence ; the gills of a cock, for 
example. 

Casuarius. — Latin. A Cassowary. 

Cassowary. — From the Malay name 
of this bird, Casuwaris. 

Cathartes. — From the Gieek, kaih.^ 
artea^ one who purifies. The gen- 
eric name of certain Vultures. 

Centre op gravity. — The name 
given to the point about which all 
points of a bi»dy reciprocally bal* 
ance each other. 
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iA coloured membrane in- 
vesting the base of the upper 
mandible : as in Hawks, and 
a few other birds. 

Certhu. — The systematic name of 
the Creepers. 

CxRViCAi. — From the Latin, cervixt 
the neck. Belongings or relating 
to the neck. 

Cktacra. — In Latin, cetaceva^ which 
is formed from the Gieck, kttos, a 
whale. Naturalists use the word 
to designate pisciform mammals 
tliat have fins in place of feet, and 
inhabit the sea. 

Charaorius. — Latin. (A bird, the 
seeing of which, it was supposed, 
cured those that hud the jaundice.) 
The generic name of the Plover. 

CHiBTURA. — Systematic name of the 
Swifls. 

Chyle. — From the Greek, chuloa, 
nutritious juice. A nutritive fluid 
of a whitish appearance, which is 
extracted from food by the action 
•f the digestive organs. 

CiiYUFEROos.— From the Latin, cAy- 
/u», chyle, aud/ero, I carry. Carry- 
ing or conveying chyle. 

CicoNiA. — Latin. A Stork. 

Ciliated (tongue) — Wht n the tongue 
is edged with fine bristles, as in 
ducks. 

CiNCLus. — From the Greek, kigklo$, 
name of a bird. Generic name of 
the Water-thrush. 

f Formed from the 

CiNERACEirs. I Latin, cinerea^ ashes. 

CiNEREA. 'I Belonging or relating 

CiNBREus. I to ashes ; ashy ; ash- 
t coloured. 

Circus. — Latin. A gtntle Falcon. 
The generic name of the Harriers. 

CiTRiNRLLA. — Latin. Formed from 
citrus^ a citron tree. The specific 
name of the Ye low Bunting. 

Clavicle. — From the Latin, cUivia, a 
key. The collar-bone. 

Cleft. — A space made by the sepa- 
ration of parts; a crack; a crevice. 
The line of separation betwixt the 
two mandiblein, shows to what dis- 
tance the beak is cleflfrom its point. 



Cloaca. — From the Greek, kluxo^ I 
wash. The pouch at the extremity 
of the intestinal canal, in whico 
the solid and liquid excretions are 
commingled in birds, fishes, and 
reptiles. 

CoccoTHRAusTEs. — From the Greek, 
kokkoa^ a kernel, a grain, and 
thraud^ I break. The systematic 
name of the Grosbeaks. 

Cceca, or CiECA. — Plural of Coecum. 

C<ECuii, or CiCcuM. — From the Latin, 
c<Mu«, blind. The blind gut\ so 
called from its being perforated at 
one end only. 

CcBLEBs. — Latin. Unmarried, soli* 
tary, lonely. 

CoLLURio. — ^From the Greek, koUaS, 
I join or fasten together. The 
specific name of the Butcher Bird. 

CoLUBRis. — The specific name of a 
Humming Bird. 

CoLUMBA. — ^Latin. A Pigeon. 

CoLYMBUs. — From the Greek, kohini' 
baot I dive. Systematic name of 
the Diver?, 

Commissure. — From the Latin, com' 
mitto, I join together. A point of 
union l>etween two patts. The 
point where the two mandibles 
are joined is called the commis- 
sure of the beak. 

Communis. — Latin. Common. 

Compressed (beak.) — Flattened at 
the sides vertically. 

Concha. — The ho low part of the car 
tilage of the external ear. 

CoNiRosTRBs — From the Latin, count, 
a cone, and rostrui^i, a beak. Tha 
systematic name of a family of 
passerine birds. 

CoRACoin. — From the Greek, korax^ 
a crow, and eldos^ lesemblance. 
Resembling the beak of a crow. 
The coracoid bone.is the posterior 
clavicle of birds. 

Cor AX. — Latin. A Raven. 

CoRNU. — Latin. A horn. 

CoRvu8.-~Latin, A Crow. 

Cosmopolite. — From the Greek, kos* 
mo«, world, and politeSt citizen. A 
citizen of the world. Peculiar to 
no country. 
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CoTURKix.— Latin. A Quail. j 

Courser. — A race horse. ^ j 

Coverts. — The small feathers which j 
lie in several rows on tlie bones of ; 
the wings are called the Leaser 
coverts ; those ihat line the under 
side of the wings, the Under 
dowrt*/ those feathers that lie im 
mediately over the quill feathers, 
and secondaries, are the Oreattr 
eoverta ; and the Tail coverts, are 
those feathers that cover the tail 
on the upper side, at the base. 
Cranium.— From the Greek, kramn, 

head. The skull. 
Crepitans. — Latin. Cackling, ring- 
ing, niaking a noise, raettling, 
chattering. 
Crepuscular.— From the Latin, ere- 
pusculum, twilight. Belonging or 
relating to twilight. 
CREx.r— From the Greek, irex, a bird; 

the Rail. 
Cristatus.— Latin. Tufted, combed, 

crested ; wearing a crest. 
Crustacea. — From the Latin, crnski, 
a crust. A class of animals whose 
bodies are endosed in ft covering 
like the crab. 
Cucullatus — Latin. H coded jOOwled. 
Cucui-us. — Latin. Cnckoo. 
Cul-de-sac. — French. A blind alley ; 

literally, a bag bottom. 
Cultrate. — From the Latin, euUer, 
a knife. Sharp and cutting on the 
edges. 
Cultrirostres. — From the Latin, 
culleriim the genitive, cultrU) a 
knif^, and rostrum, beak. Syste- 
matic name of a family of Gral- 
latorisp, characterised by a beak 
with sharp edges. 
Cuneate.— From the Latin, cuneus, 

a wedge ; wedge-shaped. 
Cuneiform. — From the Latin, etfn«v«, 
a wedge, and /ormo, form. In the 
form of a wedge; wedge-shaped. 
CiTPiDo. — Latin. Desire, appetHe, 

gluttony. 
CuRRUCA. — Latin. A Tom-tit, a 

Hedge-sparrow. 
Curvatb. — Bowed, bent. 
10* 



Curvirostra. — From the Latin, cut" 

vus, bcn(, bowed ; and rostrvm, 

beak. Having the beak l>ent or 

bowed. 

Cygnus. — Latin. A Swan. 

Cypselus. — Latin. A Martin or 

Swallow. 
Dentate. — From the Latin, dens^ a 

tooth. Toothed or notched. 
Dentirostres — From the Latin dens, 
ft tooth, (in the genitive, deniis,) 
and rostrum, beak. Systematic 
name of a family of passerine 
birds. 
Depressor. — Muscles, whose func- 
tion is to depress certain parts are 
so called. 
Depressed (beak.)— Flattened heri- 

zontaliy 
Diaphragm. — From the Greek, dia- 
phragma, a partition. The fleishy 
or muscular partition between the 
cavity of the chest and cavity of 
the abdomen. 
Diomedea. — The afnrient name of 
certain birds of the island of 
Diomedcs, near Tarentum, which 
were said to receive the Greeks 
favourably, and to attack the bar- 
barians. The systematic name of 
the Albatross. 
Disposition.— From the Latin, di^ 
pono, I place or set in order. Ai^ 
rangement or placing of parts. 
Diurnal. — From the Latin, dieg, 
day. Belonging or relating to the 
day. 
DiuRNiE. — Systematic name of a 

division of the birds of prey. 
Dolichonyx. — From the Greek, dolu 
chos, lung, and onvx, a nail, a claw. 
Generic name of the Rice Bird* 
Domestica. — Latin. Domestic. 
Duct (Thoracic.) — The canal or duct 
which conveys the chyle into the 
blood. 
EcHELETTE. — Frcnch. A little ladder. 
Systematic name of the Creepers. 
Emberiza. — Generic name of the 

Buntings. 
Erectile. — From tfie Latin, ewers, 
to become erect Susceptible of 
erection. 
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Erythacus,— From the Greek, erith' 
akoSf an unknown bird that was 
taught to imitate words. The spe- 
cific name of the Gray Parrot 

Erythkocrphalus. — From the Greek 
eruthrosj red, and kephaU^ head — 
Red.head. The systematic name 
pf the Woodpecker. 

Esculent A. — Latin. Esculent, edible. 

EuRopcEus. — ^Latin. European. 

ExcuBiTOR — Latin. One that watches 
by night. A sentinel. 

Extensile. — From the Latin extendo, 
1 stretch. Susceptible of being ex- 
tended or lengthened. 

Extensor. — Muscles whose function 
is to extend certain parts are so 
called. 

Extremities. — From the Latin, ex' 
tremus^ extreme ; the end of a 
thing. The limbs; the legs and 
arms; in birds, the legs and wings. 

Falco. — Latin. (Formed from /air, 
in the genitive /a/cis,) a hook, a 
bill, a scythe. The Falcon, so 
called from the shape of its beak. 

Falconry. — The ai't of hunting with 
birds of prey. 

Familiaris. — Latin. Familiar. Be- 
longing or relating to a family. 
Domestic. 

Femur.— Latin. The thigh bone. 

Fbrruoineus. — Latin. Ferruginous. 
Of the colour of rusty iron. 

Ferruginous.— From the Latin, fer* 
rugOt rust of iron. Of the colour 
of iron rust 

Fissirostres. — From the Latin, Jis- 
9ura^ a slit, a fissure, which is 
formed from fender e^ to cleave, to 
divide, and rostrum^ a beak. 
{Fissure beaks.) Systematic name 
of a family of passerine birds. ^ 

Fossa. — In the plural, Fosss. From 
the L-jtin,/o<fio, I dig. A cavity of 
greater or less depth, the entrance 
to which is always larger than the 
base. The nasal fossse are two 
laige cavities, situate between the 
orbits below the cranium, and lined 
by the pituitary, or schneiderian 
membrane ; the internal nostril^ 



Fourchette.— French. A fork. Tha 
notch formed by the coracoid bones 
and sternum, between the wings. 

Fringilla — Latin. AChufHnch. The 
systematic name of the Finches. 

Front. — The forehead. 

FuLicA. — Latin. A Coot 

Fulvus. — Latin. Of a deep ye11ow« 
or fawn colour. 

Function. — From the Latin, fun^or^ 
I act, or discharge an office. The 
action of an organ or system of 
organs. 

Fuscus.^ — Latin. Brown. 

Galbula. — ^Latin. Name of a bird. 

Gallinacejs. — Formed from the 
I«atin, gaUxfifty a hen. The sys- 
tematic name of an order of birds. 

Galunaceous.— Belonging or relat- 
ing to, or partaking of the nature 
of the Gallinacese. 

Galunago. — Specific name of the 
Snipe. 

Gallinula. — Systematic name of the 
Water-hens. 

Gallinaza. — Spanish. A Turkey, 
buzzard. 

Gallus. — Latin. A Cock. 

Garrulus. — Latin. Chattering. 

Genus,- — Latin. A kindred, breed, 
race, stock, lineage, or family. 

Genera. — Plural of genus. 

Generic. — Belonging or relating to 
genus. 

Gbrfaixx>n. — From the Latin, j^rtis, 
a circuit, and falco^ a falcon. The 
falcon that flies in a circle. A 
kind of falcon. 

Gibbous. — From the Latin, gihhus^ a 
bunch or swelling. Bulging or 
bunching out 

Gizzard. — The strong muscular 
stomach of a bird. 

GiJkciALis. — Latin. Glacial. Rela- 
ting to ice. 

Gland. — A word applied to desig. 
nate those soflish, granular, loba- 
ted organs, composed of vessels, 
nerves, and a particular structure, 
which form peculiar secretions. 

Glandarius. — Latin. Belonging or 
relating to acorns.. 
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GLANDULosus.-Latin. Full of glands. 
The bulbus glandnlosus^ is the 
second stomach of birds. 

Glottis. — A small oblong aperture, 
situate at the upper part of the 
larynx. 

Grallatori^ — From the Latin, 
grallator^ be that walks on stilts ; 
a stalker. The systematic name 
of Wading birds. 

Granivorous. — From the Latin, gr^- 
num,a grain, (of any kind of corn) 
and vorare, to eat Grain-eating. 

Granule. — A very small grain. 

Gregarious. — From the Latin, gre^ 
gariu9f of a flock,- which in formed 
from ^rear, (in the genitive, grc^s) 
a flock or hetd. Going in flocks 
or herds. 

Griffin. — From the Latin, ^ypAtfS, 
which is formed from the Greek, 
grupos, curved, hooked. (A fabu- 
lous monster, half lion, half bird.) 
The systematic name ef a tribe of 
birds of prey. 

Grus. — Latin. A Crane. 

Gryfhus. — Latin. A Griffin. 

Gypaetos. — From the Greek, gupaie- 
t08j a kind of eagle ; formed from 
gyps^ a Vulture, and aietos^ au 
Eagle. 

GVpoGERANUs.-From the Greek, ^tf/»s, ; 
a yulture, and geranos, a bird, ( a : 
Crane.) Generic name of the Sec- 
retary. 

HiBMATOPUs. — From the Greek, atma- 
topoSf having a fierce or sanguinary 
look ; formed from aima, blood, and 
ops, an eye. The generic name of 
the Oyster-catchers. 

HALiiETus. — From the Greek, aZs, 
the sea, and aietos, an eagle. The 
specific name of the Fisher Eagle. 

Harptia4— Latin. A harpy. (Formed 
from the Greek, arpax, rapacious.) 

Hrliaca. — Specific name of a sort of 
Eagle. 

Herbiyorous. — From the Latin her- 
ba, herb or plant, and tjorarf, to 
eat. Herb-eating. Animals that 
feed chiefly, or entirely on herbs, 
or plants, are herbivorous. 

HixROFALco. — Latin. Gerfalcon. 



HiRUNDO.— Latin. A Swallow. 

HoRTULANA. — Spccific namo of a 
Bunting. 

Humerus. — The bone of the arm, 
which is situate between the shoul- 
der joint and the elhdw. 

HvEMAUs. — Latin. Belonging or 
relating to winter. 

Hyoid. — From the Greek, tf, and 
etc^os, resemblance. Resembling 
the shape or form of the letter U. 
The Os hyoides, the hyoid bone, is 
a very moveable bony arch, placed 
horizontally, in the substance of the 
soft parts of the neck, at the root 
of the tongue. It does not articu- 
late with any other bone of the 
skeleton, and is only connected to 
it through the medium of muscles 
and ligaments. 

Icterus. — Latin. (Nameof a yellow 
bird, which, if one see, being sick 
of the yellow jaundice, the person 
recovers, and the bird dies.) Sys« 
tematic name of the Oriole. 

Iliacus. — Systematic name of a kind 
of Thrush, 

Impbnnis. — Latin, (formed from pen^ 
na, a wing.) Systematic name of 
the Penguins which have very shoit 
wings. 

Ihperiaus. — Latin. Imperial, royaL 

Incubation. — From the Latin, iwcti- 
batio. The act of the female of 
oviparous animals, in sitting and^ 
remaining on her eggs for the pur- 
pose of hatching them. 

Indigenous. — From the Latin, inde, 
where, and genitus, born. Applied 
to the natives of a country ; also, 
to animals that inhabit the c nntry 
where they are born. 

Inoluvies -Latin. The crop of a bird. 

Insectivorous. — From the Latin, tn- 
secta, insects, and vorare, to eat 
Insect-eating. Animals that feed 
on, insects are insectiv(»rou& 

Tnyertebrate. — Without vertebr®. 

Iris. — That part of the eye in which 
the pupil is situate. 

Irides. — Plural of Iris. 

IsLANDicus. — Latin. BeIoD|fing or 
relnftisig to Iceland. 
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l80LATK.'(Fro(n the Itulian, isola^ 
an idland ; becanee one who is 
isolated^ lesembles an island en- 
tirely surrounded by water.) Sepa- 
rated, alone, single. 

IsPioA. — Systematic name of a Kio^ 
fisher. 

JoTA. — Specific iRime of a Vulture. 

JuaiJi^R — From the Latin, ^^tiZuTft, 
the throat. Belonging or relating 
to the throat. 

Kinglet. — A little king. A name 
of the Wren. 

Ljemer-okyer. — ^German. Lamb^vul- 
ture. 

Laqopds- — Latin. Ptarmigan. 

Lamella — Latin. A liitle thin plate 
or piece. 

La'meli..«. — Latin. Plural of lianietla. 

Lamrllirostrr?. — From the L^fin, 
lamella^ a thin ph e, and rostrvni, 
beak. Svstematic name of a fiuDily 
of birds. 

Lamina. — Latin. A pLtte, or thin 
piece of metal or bone. 

LAMiNiC — Latin. Plural of Lamina. 

Lanius. — G^encric name of Shrikes. 

Larva. — Latin. A mask. An insect 
after it has left the egg^ and before 
it assumes the form of a chrysali'^, 
is called a larva, because in this 
state it is, *as it were, masked. 

LARViE. — Latin, Plural of Larva. 

Larus. — Latin. A Sea-mew or Gull. 

liARYNx. — From the Greek, Zarv^x, a 
whistle. The apparatus of voice. 
It is situate at the superior and an- 
terior part of the neck; and at the 
top of the trachea, with which it 
communicates. 

Leucocephalus. — From the Greek, 
leukos^ white, and kephale, head. 
White-headed. Specific name of 
the Bald Ea£rle. 

LiTHOFAixio.— From the Greek, /i/Ao«, 
a stone, and the Latin, /a/co, a fnU 
con. Specific name of^ the Merlm. 

LoBATE (fool) — Toes furnished on the 
sides with broad plain membranes. 

LoNGiPRNNEs. — From the Latin, leti' 

fusy long, and pcnna^ a wing, 
long-wingcd. Svstematic name 
of a family of web-footed birds. 



LoNoiRosTRBti. — Ffom the Latin, 
longuB, long, and rostrum, beak. 
Long-beaked. Systematic name of 
a family of Waders, 

Loon. — ^The name of a bird, from 
loom, which in the language of the 
Laplanders, signifies lame, as it 
cannot walk well. 

Lore. — A naked line leading from 
the beak to the eye. 

LoxiA. — From the Greek, loxos, obb 
Itque. Systematic name of the 
Grosbeaks. 

LnsciNiA.— Latin. A Nightingale. 

Macrodactyli — From the Greek, 
mffAros, long, and daktuloti, a finger 
(toe.) Lonjj-fingered. Systematic 
name of a tribe of Wading birds. 

MiBNURA, or MiGURA. — Generic name 
ofthe Lyres. Probably a corruptirja 
from the Greek, pandoura, a mnsi- 
eal instrument resembling a lute. 

Major. — Latin. Greater, larger. 

Mammal. — Any animal having teats 
for suckling its young, is called a 
mammal. 

Mandibles. — From the Latin, man* 
dare, to chew. The jaws of birds^ 

MARsurmM. — Latin. A pouch, u sac. 

Mastication. — Fiom the Greek, wias- 
tickao^ I chew. The b< t of chew- 
ing food to impregnate it with sail* 
va, and prepare it for the digestion 
it has to undergo in the stomach. 

Melanaetos. — F om the Greek, meU 
anos, black, and a etas, an eagle* 
A specific name of the Common 
Eagle. 

Mbleaoris.-^ Latin. A Turkey. 

Membrana. — Latin. A membrane. 

Membrane. — A name given to diP* 
ferent thin organs, representing 
species of supple, more or less 
elastic, webs. 

Membranous. — Belonging to mem- 
brane. 

Mergus. — From the Latin, mergo, T 
put und^r water. Generic name 
of the Mergansers. 

Merops. — Latin. A bird that eats 
bees. Crcneric name of the Bee- 
eaters. 

Muif7L4r— Latin. A BUek hM, 
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Metacarpus — From the Greek, meta^ 
aflcr, and karpos, the wrist. That 
part of the hand which is between 
the wrist and fingers. 

Mrtatarsiis — From the Greek, meta, 
after, and tarsoSt the instep. That 
part of the foot which is between 
the in>tep and toes. 

MiGRATiOiN. — The act of going* from 
one country to dwell in another. 

M.Gi.AToa.A. > Latin. Migratory. 

MlGRATORiUS. \ S, J 

Migrator r. — Having the habit of go- 
ing from one country to sojourn in 
another, du ling a season. 

MiUARiA. — Latin. A bird that feeds 
upon millet SpeciEc name of the 
common Bunting. 

MiLvus. — Latin. A Kite. 

Minor. — Latin. Less, smaller. 

MoLussiMA. — Latin. Softest 

MoLLUscA. — From the Latin, mollis^ 
soft. A class of marine animals 
without vertebrs, which have blood 
vessels, a spinal marrow, and a sim- 
ple body, without articulated limbs. 

MoLLuscoas.-Belonging to Mollusca. 

MoNEDULA. — Latin. A Jackdaw. 

Monogamous. — From the Greek, 
monoSt one, and gamos, marriage. 
Those animals, the male and female 
of which are paired for life, are said 
to be monogamous. 

Monogamt.— From the Greek, monos^ 
one, single ; and gamos^ marriage. 
The state or condition of being 
married only to one person, 

MoTACiLLA. — Latin. A Wag'taiL 

MouETTE.— French. A Sea-mew, a 
Gull. 

Moult. — To change the feathers. 

Moulting. — Changing of the plu- 
mage, which occurs naturally and 
periodically. 

MuscicAPA.— From the Latin, musca^ 
a fly,andca/>»o,I seize. Fly-catcher. 

Musicus. — Latin. Belonging or re- 
lating to music. 

Mustaches. — From the Greek, mu«- 
tax^ the upper lip ; the beard on 
the upper lip. The beard that is 
permitted to grow long on the 
upper lip. The hairs which many 



animals have growing about the 
mouth. 

Myothera. — From the Greek, mus^ 
a mouse, and iherao^ I hunt, I 
catch. The systematic name of 
the Ant -Catchers. (The word 
would be better, myrmothera^ from 
murmex, an ant, and therao.) 

Narbs. — Latin. The nostrils. ^ 

Natation. — From tlie Latin, natatio, 
swimming. The act of swimming, 
or supporting one^s self, or moving 
upon the water. 

Nectar. — From the Greek, nektar, 
which is formed from n«, a nega- 
tive, and ktao, I kill, because nec- 
tar imparted immortality. The 
drink of the heathen gods. A cer- 
tain product of flowers, which is 
fouu'i in the corolla, but which does 
not belong to it. 

NicTiTANS. — Latin. Winking. The 
merobrana nictitani^, is a sort ot 
internal eyelid, found in many 
mammals, and in all birds. 

NiDiFicATioN— From the Latin nidua^ 
a nest, and facere^ to make. The 
act of building a nest 

Nisus. — Latin. A Sparrowhawk. 

NocTUA. — Latin. An Owl. 

NocTURN.£. — Systematic name of 
nocturnal birds of prey. 

Nostrils, (Linear) — When they are 
extended lengthwise in a Ane with 
the beak, as in Divero, &.c 

Nostrils, (Pervious) — When they 
are open, and may be seen thiough 
from side to side, as in Gulls, &,c. 

NoViE HoLLANDiiE. — Latin. Of New 
Holland. 

NuMiDA, (Nnmidica. ) — Latin. A 
Guinea fowl. 

NuMENiu«. — From the Gieek, neos^ 
new, and menf^ moon, on account 
of their crescent shaped beak. 
Generic namb of the Curlews. 

(Esophagus. — From the Greek, Qi$6^ 
I carry, and phagein, to eat The 
gullet. I'he membranous canal, 
which conveys food from the mouUl 
to the stomach. 
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GBsTRCTS. — Fiom the Greek, oiHros, 
strong desire, inciti ment ; a gad- 
fly. Systematic name of a family 
of insects. 

Omnivorous. — From the Latin, omttM, 
all, and vorare to eat Applied to 
animals that eat all kinds of food, 
both animal and -vegetable. 

Onocrotalus. — From the Grreek ono«, 
an ass, and Arotos, noise. Syste- 
malic name of the Pelican. 

Operculum. — Latin. Formed from 
operirey to cover. The smalt door 
or covei which closes the entrance 
to a nhell. A bony, moveable plate 
which, in a great many fishes, 
coveis the ears or branchis. 

Organization. — The mode, or man- 
ner of structure of an organized 
being. 

Oriolus. — From the Latin, aureolus, 
of the colour of go*d. Systematic 
name of the Orioles. 

Ornithology — From the Greek orfiis, 
in the genitive case,ornf<Ao«,a bird, 
and logos^ a discourse. The natural 
history of birds. 

Orphea — Specific nameof aFaovette. 

Orttx. — From the Greek, ortMx^ a 
quail. Systematic name of a kind 
of Partridge. 

{Latin. Formed from 
the Greek, oruza, rice, 
and the Latin, vorare^ 
to eat. Specific names 
of certain Buntings. 
Os. — Latin. A bone. 
Ossifraga. — Latin. Formed from 
ifisa, bones, nnd frangere, to break. 
Name of a kind of Vulture. 
OssiFRAGus. — Latin. Specific name 

of an cag'e. 
OsTRALPsus. — T.atm. Specific name 

of an Oyster-Cntchcr. 
Otis. — Latin. From the Greek, ofM, 
a 6u{!tard. Generic name of the 
Bustards. 
Otus.— Fiom the Greik, otoSf an 
Owl ; formed from Ott», (in the 
genitive, otoit) an ear. Generic 
name of a kind of 0»vl. 
OvART. — From the Latin, ovum^ an 
egg» The ovaries are the organs 



in which the eggs are formed in 
oviparous animals. 

Oviduct. — The duct or canal which 
leads from the ovaries to the cloaca. 

Oviparous. — From the Latin, ovtim, 
^^ ^ggi >n<^ porere^ to bring forth. 
Animals that multiply by means 
of eggs, are oviparous. 

Palati. — Latin. Of the palate. 

Palmar. — From the Latin, palma, 
the palm of the hand. Belonging 
or relnting to the palrn. Also 
applied to the feet of web-footed 
birds. 

Palmate. — Hiiving a membrane be- 
twixt the toes, giving the foot a 
remote resemblance to the palm. 

PALMiPi.Des. — From the Latin, /Ni/mff, 
palm, and pes^ (in the genitive, 
pedis ^) a foot. Systematic name 
of web.ft>nted birds. 

Pancreas. — From the Greek, ;wn, all, 
and kreaa^ flesh, that is, quite fleshy, 
A gland deeply seated in the ab- 
domen, which resembles the sali- 
vary glands in its structure^ and 
has been called the abdominal sa/t* 
vary gland, 

Parcreatic. — Belonging to the Pan- 
creas. 

Pandion. — Generic name of the Os- 
preys. 

Papa. — Specific name of a Vulture. 

Papilla. — Latin. A nipple. A name 
given to smuU eminences, which 
appear to be formed by the aiti- 
mate expansion of the vessels and 
nervea 

PAPiLi^iE. — Plural ot Papilla. 

Papillated. — Covered with Papille. 

Paradis^a. — Generic name of the 
Birds of Paradise. 

Par us. — Generic name of the Tits. 

Passerin/E. — From the Latin, p9s«^r, 
a Sparrow. The systematic name 
of migratory birds. 

Passerine (Birdn) — Birds of passage. 

Patagonica. — Latin. Belonging or 
relating to Patagonia. 

Pavo. — Latin. A Peacock. 

Pecten. — La* in. A comb. The name 
given to a folded membrane, situ* 
ate in the back part of the eye ia 
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birds, destined to regulate the focal 
distance between the crystalline 
lens and the sentient surfiice of the 
retina. 

Pectinate (foot) — From the Latin, 
pecteUf a comb. Toes fringed like 
the teeth of a comb. (See, Plate 
7, fig. 2.) 

PxcTORAi* — From the Latin, ^peetus^ 
(in the genitive,p«(;/om) the chest, 
the breast Belonging or relating 
to the chest 

Pklagica. — ^Latin. Belonging or re- 
lating to the sea. 

Pblicanus. — Latin. A Pelican. 

Pelvis. — Latin. A basin. The name 
of the bony structure at the lower 
part of the trunk, which forms the 
inferior boundary of the abdomen, 
gives supporter place of foundation 
to the spinal column^ and affords 
points of articulation for the thigh 
bones, constituting the hip joint 

Peninsula. — From the Latin, pene^ 
almost, and insula^ an island. Land 
almost surrounded by water, and 
connected to a continent by a neck 
of land. 

Penultimate. — From the Latin, ;»e}}«, 
almost, and ultimus^ the last. That 
which is immediately next to the 
last. 

Pbrcnopterl — The plural of Perc- 
nopterus. 

Percnoptrrus. — From the Greek, 
perknos^ spotted, and pteron^ wing. 
Systematic name of certain Vul- 
tures. 

Pernis. — From the Greek, pernes^ a 
certain bird of Prey, fhe generic 
name of the Honey Buzzards. 

Petrel.— The diminutive of Peter. 
The name of a web-footed bird, 
that seems to walk on the water. 

Petrous. —From the Greek, petra^ a 
rock, a stone. A part of the tem- 
poral bone, which contains the 
internal organs of hearing, is so 
c»llt d, from resembling a stone in 
hardness. 

pHiBTON.— From the Greek, phaeih6n^ 
brilliant. Greneric name of the 
Tropic bird. 



Phalacrocorax. — From the Greek, 
phalakrot, bald, and korax^h. Raven, 
The systematic name of the Cor* 
morants, which latter name is a 
corruption of the French words, 
cor beau marine Sea-crow. 

Phalanges. — The plural of Phalanx. 

Phalanx. — ^From the Gteek^phalagx, 
a file of soldiers. The bones com- 
posing the fingers and toes. They 
are named, first, second, and third 
phalanges. 

Phalaropus. — BVom the Greek, pha- 
lariSt a Coot, and pays, foot 
Having the lobed feet of the Coots. 
Systematic name of the Fhalaropes. 

PHALENiE->From the Greek phulaina^ 
a moth, (of the kind that flutter 
about lamps.) Systematic name 
of a family of insects. 

Phasianus. — From the Greeks phasu 
anoSf a Pheasant, so called from 
the river Phasis, in Colchis, near 
the Black Sea. The systematic 
name of the Pheasants. 

pHOBNicoPTERus. — From the Greek, 
phoinix, red, and pteron^ wing. 
Red-winged. The generic name 
of the Flamingo. 

Pica. — Latin. A Magpie. 

Picus. — Latin. A Woodpecker. 

PfCTUi. — Latin. Painted, speckled, 
spotted. 

Pilaris. — Latin. Belonging to any- 
thing round. The specific nam» 
of a Thrush. 

Pinion. — The joint of the wing re- 
niotest from the body. 

Pinnate (foot) — Having the edges 
of the toes scalloped or notched, as 
in the Coots. 

Pintado. — Spanish. Mottled. Gen- 
eric name of the Guinea fowl. 

Piscivorous. — From the Latin, piacis, 
a fitfh, and tioraret to eat. Fish- 
eating. Applied to animals that 
feed on fish. 

Platalba. — Latin. (Formed from 
the Greek, platus, flat) The 
Generic name of the Spoonbills. 

Plotus. — From the Greek, pluo^ I 
swim. Tfie generic name of the 
Darters. 
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Pix)VER. — From lb© Latin, pluvia^ 
rain. A bird so called, from making 
its appearance in the rainy season. 

Plumaqb. — From the Latin, pluma, 
a soft feather. The feathery coat 
of a bird. 

Plumb. — Feather of a bird. 

PoDicBps. — The Generic name of the 
Grebes. 

PoLYOAMoas — From the Greek, poilus^ 
many, and gamos^ marriage. When 
aoimaU do not live in pairs, but on 
the contrary, an individual is united 
to several of the opposite sex, they 
are said to be polygamous. 

PoLYGLOTTus. — From the Greek, 
polu$^ many, and glossa^ tongue. 
Many.tongued. Specific name of 
the Mocking bird. 

Pratb.nsis. — Latin. Belonging or 
relating to a meadow. 

Prehensile. — Endowed with the 
power of seizing hold of. Applied 
to certain parts. 

Prehension. — From the Latin, pre- 
hendere, to lay hold of. The pre- 
hension of aliments consists in lay- 
ing hold off and conreying food 
into the mouth. 

Prrssirostres. — From the Latin, 
pre$8U8f pressed, and rostrum, beak. 
Systematic name of a family of 
Grallatoriffi. 

Prey. — Food gotten by violence. 

Primaries, (Primary quills.)— The 
largest feathers of the wings. 

Prooellaria. — From the Latin, pro- 
cella, a great tempest at sea. Sys- 
tematic name of the Petrels. 

Prognostic. — From the Greek, pro, 
before, and ginosko, I know, I 
. judge. A conjecture or opinion of 
what is yet to happen. 

Projectile. — From the Latin, pro- 
jicere, to throw in advance, or to a 
distance. Any heavy body thrown 
into the air, and abandoned to the 
action of its own weight. That 
which is capable of being cast or 
thrown forward. Having the power 
of sudden' extension. 

Protractile. — Capable of being 
drawn out, or extended. 



Provbntricdlus. — From, the Latiot 
pro, before, and ventriculua, a little 
stomach. The second stomach of 
birds. 

Psittauus. — From the Greek, psUta^ 
ko8, a Parrot. Systematic name of 
Parrots. 

PsopHiA. — From the Greek, psophia^ 
I make a noise. Systematic name 
of the Trumpeters. 

Pulverator. — From the Latin, pul" 
verare, to cover with dust. Ap- 
plied to those birds that wallow in 
the dust 

Pygargus. — From the Greek, puge, 
behind, and ctrgos^ white. A bird 
of prey with a white tail 

Pylorus. — From the Greek, pule, a 
gate, and ouros, a guardian. The 
lower, or right orifice of the 
stomach. 

Ptrgita. — Generic name of the Spar- 
rows. 

Pyrrhula. — Greneric name of the 
Bullfinches. 

Qoiscalos. — Generic name of the 
Blackbirds. 

Radius. — Latin. A spoke — so called 
from its shape — one of the bones 
of the fore-arm. 

Rallus. — ^Generic name of the Rails. 

Ramphastos. — From the Greek, ram- 
phos, a beak. Generic name of 
the Toucans. 

Rapaces. — From the Latin, rapax, 
ravenous, devouring. Systematic 
name of the order of birds of prey, 

Retrices. — From the Latin, rectrix, 
a governess. The long feathers of 
the tail which serve to steer the bird. 

Recurvirostra. — From the Latin, 
recurvo, I bend back, and rostrum, 
beak. Systematic name of birds 
whose beaks are curved upwards. 

Regimen — Diet. 

Rbgulus. — Latin. Diminutive of rear, 
a king. A Wren. 

Regurgitate. — The return of food to 
the mouth afler it has been (mce 
swallowed. 

Religiosa.— Latin. Religious. 

Remiges. — The strong feathers of the 
wings. 
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RxTicTjLATBi>.->— In the ferm of the 
meshes of a net; made of net ; 
work, 

RrrRAOTiiJE. — Having the quality of 
being drawn back. 

RifSA.---Specific name of an Ostrich. 

Rhtnchops. — From the Greek, rug' 
ehes^ beak, a snout. The syste* 
matic name of the skimmers. 

RoDENTiA — From the Latin, rodere, 
to gnaw. The systematic name 
of an order of mammals. 

RoiTELBT. — French. Diminntive of 
rot, a king. A Wren. 

Ruber. — Latin. Red. 

RasiooLA, — Specific name of the 
Stonechat. 

RcTFos. — ^Latin. Reddish yellow. 

RuPiooLA. — From the Latin, rupes^ 
(in the genitive, rujdi,) a rock, 
and coUre, to inhabit. €reneric 
name of Cocks of the Rock. 

RusTiCA. — ^Latin. Rustic » belong- 
ing to the country. 

RusncoLA. — Specific name of Uie 
Woodcock. 

Sarooeamphus. — From the Greek, 
tarXf (in the genitivQ, Barho9^) 
flesh, and ramphe, knife: cutting 
flesh like a knife. Generic name 
of a kind of Vnlture. 

Saxioola.— From the. Latin, saxns, 
a rock, and coUre^ to inhabit. Sys- 
teroatic name of a genus of Warb- 
lers. 

SoANsoRTA' — Formed from the Latin, 
seandoj I climb. Systematic name 
of the order of climbing birds. 

Scapula. — The shoulder blade. 

Scapulars (Sksapolaries) — The fbath- 
ers that take their rise from the 
shoulders, and cover the sides of 
the back. 

ScoLopAx. — From the Greek, skolo' 
paxt a Snipe. Generic name of 
the Snipe. 

Scops, — From the Greek, skdpa^ an 
OwL The systematic name of an 
OwL 

SouTBLLATED (Icgs.)— Formed from 
» the Latin, sciefum, a shield. Having 
the tarsi covered with scaly plates. 



SacoNDARiEs.— Those quills that rise 
from the second bones of the wing. 

Sedbntart. — ^Not migratory. 

SBRPEifTARius.^Latin. Belonging or 
relating to serpents. Specific name 
of the Secretary or Serpent bird. 

Serrated. — From the Latin, serrat 
a saw. Notched or toothed like a 
saw. 

SiTTA. — From the Greek, sitt^, I cry. 
Generic name of the Nuthatches. 

SoMATERiA.— Systematic name of the 
Eider. 

STBRNA.-^y8tematic name of the 
Teras or Sea SwaHows. 

Sternum.— The breast bone. 

Strix. — Latin. An Owl. 

Struthio. — From the Greek, s^oic. 
thidn^ an Ostrich. Systemadc 
name of the Ostrich. 

Sturnus.— Latin. A Starling. 

Styloid.— From the Greek, MtuloB^ a 
style, a peg, a pin, and eidaa^ re- 
semblance, diape. Shaped like a 
peg or pin. 

Subbuteo. — From the Latin, stf6, un- 
der, next, after, and buteo, a kind 
of Hawk. Specific name of a 
Falcon. 

Submaxillary — From the Latin, su^, 
under, and maxtUa^ jaw. That 
which is beneath the jaw. 

SuLA. — From the Greek, stflu, p1nn« 
der, booty. Generic name of the 
Boobies. 

Sylvia. — Generic name of certain 
Warblers. 

Synoactyub. — From the Greek, sun, 
together, and daktuloa, toe. Hav- 
ing the toes joined. Systematic 
name of a fomily of passerine 
birds. 

Syrnium. — From the Greek, surnton, 
an owl. Systematic name of the 
Hooting Owls. 

TACHYPETEs.-From the Greek, taehus 
swift, and petomai^ to fly. Syate. 
matic name of the Frigate bird. 

Talon.— The claw of a bird of prey. 

Tanaosa. — Systematic name of the 
Tanagers. 

Tarda. — ^Latin. Slow, tardy. 

Tarsl— Floral of tarsus. 
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Tarsus. — From the Greek, tarsos^ 
any row, the sole of the foot The 
posterior part of the foot, which, 
in roan, consists of seven bones, 
and forms the heel and instepw 

TiOTiFORM . — From the Latin tectum^ 
roof of a house, and forma^ fi>rm« 
Roofshaped. 

TiouMKNTARY.— From the Latin, teg* 
umen^ a covering^. Belonging or 
relating to the tegument or skin. 

Tbnuirohtrrs. — From the Latin, leu- 
tits, slender, and roslrum, beak. 
Systematic name of a family of 
passerine birds. 

Tetrao. — Latin. A Bustard. Sys. 
tematic name of Grouse* 

Tbtrax. — Greek. Systematic name 
of the Bustard. 

Thorax. — From the Greek, thSrax^ 
the chest. It is bounded posteriorly 
b^ the vertebrsB ; laterally, by the 
ribs and scapula; anteriorly, by 
the sternum ; above, by the clavicle ; 
and below by the diaphragm. It 
is destined to lodge and protect the 
chief organs of respiration and cir- 
culation : — the lungs and heart 

Thoracic— Belonging to the thorax. 

Tibia.— Latin. A flute. The largest 
bone of the leg is so called. 

TiCHODROMA. — Systematic name of 
certain Creepers. 

ToRDA. — Specific name of a kind of 
Auk. 

ToRdDiLLA. — From the Latin torqueo, 
1 writhe. I twist. Systematic name 
of the Wryneck. 

TonPAjjfATiE — From the Latin fofus, 
the whole, and palma, the palm. 
Systematic name of a &mily of 
web.fboted birds. 

Trachea. — From the Greek, fracAus, 
rough, and arteria^ an artery, which 
is formed from o«r, air, and tertin^ 
to keep. The canal which conveys \ 
the air to the lungs. The windpipe. 

Trenchant. — Cutting. 

Tristis. — Latin. Sad, sorrowful. 

Trochilus. — Systematic name of the 
Humming-birds. 

Troglodytes. — From the Greek, tro- 
gUf a cavern or hole, and dmdf I 



enter. Systematic name of the 
Wrens. 

Trunk. — The body without including 
the head or extremities. The pro* 
boscis of an Elephant 

Truncated. — Cut short Cut abrupt- 
ly, or square off. 

Tubercle. — From the Latin, fai6er, a 
knot ; a small knot or projection. 

TuROus. — Latin. A Thrush. 

TYRANNus.^Latin. A tyrant 

Ulna.— The bone of the fore-arm, 
which forms the prominence of the 
elbow, during the flexion of that 
joint 

Ulnar. — ^Relating to the ulna* 

XJujiJLs — Latin An Owl. 

Um bbllus. — La< in. Specific name of 
the ruffed Grouse. 

Upupa. — Latin. A Hoopoo. 

Urbica. — Latin. Belonging or rela- 
ting to a city. 

Ureter. — The tube or canal, which 
passes from the liidney to the blad- 
der. 

Uria.— Generic name of the Guille* 
mots. 

UROGALLUV—Specific name of the 
great Heath Cock. 

Valesneria. — Generic name of an 
aquatic plant, Channel Weed,upoil 
which the Canvass back ducks 
feed, and to which the peculiar 
and delicious flavour of their flesh, 
is said to be attributable. The spe. 
ciflc name of the Canvass back 
duck. 

Vanellus. — Generic name of the 
Lapwing. 

Velum. — Latin. A veil. 

Vkntricle. — The second stomach of 
a bird is so culled. 

Versicoi^r. — Lai in. Changing col* 
our; of vtrlous colours. 

Vertebra. — From the Latin, vertere^ 
to turn. Tliis name has been given 
to each of the bones, which, by 
their union, form the vertebral or 
spinal column, vulgarly called the 
back bone. 

VERTEBRiE. — ^Thc plural of vertebra • 

Vertebra u— Belonging or relating 
to vettebr®. 
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Vkrtbbrata. — Animalu that possess 
Turtebrce. The first branch of the 
Animal kingdom. 

VmTKiHiATB.— Having TertebrsB. 

VssTiBDLE — From the Latin, oesfi- 
bulum^ vcBtibale. A room at the 
entrance of an edifice, which only 
serres as a passage to other apart- 
ments. The first part of the second 
cavity of the ear is so called. - 

ViBRisSiB. — Hairs that stand forward 
like feelers; in some birds they 
are slender, as in Fly-catchers, &c« 
and point both upwards and down- 
wards, from both the upper and 
under sides of the mouth. 

ViRGiNiANA.' > Latin. Belonging 

ViRQiNiANus. ^ to Virginia. 

Vi8CKRA.^The plural of viscus. 

ViBCUs. — Any bowel or entrail, or in- 
ternal part,'as the heart, liver lungs, 
pancreas, &c 



VisciYORDS. — Systematic name of a 

Thrush. 
VociFERas.-Latin. Vociferous, noisy, 

crowing. 
VuLTUR. — Latin. A Vulture. 
VuLTDRiNUs.— Latin. Belonging or 

relating to a Vulture. 
Wattle — The loose, red flesh that 

hangs below a Cock*s bill. 
YuNx. — From the Greek, xunx, the 

Wryneck. Generic name of the 

Wrynecks. 
Zoological. — Belonging or relating 

to Zoology. 
Zoology— From the Greek, ;rdofi,an 

animal, and/r^os, a discourse. That 

part of natnral history which treats 

of animals. 
ZYGODACTYLiE. — From the Greek, 

zugoe, a balance, and daktulos^ a 

toe. Systematic name of the order 

of Climbers. 



FINIS. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 1. 

Fig, 1. Skeleton of a bird seen in profile — m«, superior or opper roan- 
dible — mt, lower mandible — n, the nasal fosssB — I, the tympanic bone— er, 
the orbit— oc, cerrical vertebrs^-ixi, dorsal Tertebre— ^, vertebre of the tail 
— e, the ribs— «e, costal appendices — «, sternum— om, the scapula— €2, the 
clavicle — h^ the humerus — re, Uic radios and cubitus or ulna~/», the thumb 
df the median finger ^^, rudiment of the thumb— t, the iliac bones, 
which lorm the pelvis—/, the femur— ^ tibia— pe, the fibula — ta, the tarsus 
— <ft, the internal toe — dm^ median toe— <2e, external toe— dp, posterior toe. 

Fig. 2. The sternum and bones of the shoalder — t, the sternum — 6, the 
brisket or keel— e, the clavicles— eo, the coracoid bone— a, the scapula — A, 
a part of the humerus. 

Pig. 3. The head of a wood-pecker to show the position of the tongue, (Z,) 
and the horns of the hyoid bone (t), passing ih>m below ofer the back 
part of the head. 
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EXPLANATION OP PLATE 2. 

Fig, 1. The thorax mud abdOmMi of an'OBtriob, opened to show the great 
air cells which commmiicate directly with the lungs, and transmit the air 
to different parts of the body, t, the tradiea or wind-pipe—^, the bronchia 
— ^, the lungs, the greater part of which are concealed by the great aur 
cells — e, c, e, c, air cells at the bottoln of which may be perceived the opett* 
ings of the bfonchiifr— ^ other eelhs which communicate with the precedin|^ 
CO, the heart— ^, the gi2iard — ^t, Uie intestines. 

Fig, 2. The inftrior larynx of a singing Hrd-^ the trachea— 6r, th# 
bronchiiB— {, the inferior larynx-- m, mubdes of the vocal apparatus. 

Fig, 3. The tongue and trachea of a bird--^ the tongue — t, the coriMi 
of the OS hyoides— 40, the superior larynx— fr, the trachea— >jr, the glottis. 

Fig. 4. The digestive apparatus of a pigeon— «, the OBsophagus— ^*, tfas 
ingluvies or crop, — o, the proventriculus or bulbus glandulosus {See page 21.) 
— g, the gizzard— t, the small intestine*^^, the large intestine—/, the liver— ^ 
|Ni, the pancreas — o, the ovary— ov, the ovidoctr-r, the kidneys— oi, canal 
of the ureter— e2, the cloaca. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 3. 



(Generic namei.) 

Fig' 1. Eagle Faka. 

2. Eared OwL .... Otug, 

3. Griffin Gypaetos, 

4. Percnoptenifc .... Percnoptervs. 

5. Great Horned Owl. . . Sirix. 

6. Vulture VuUur, 

7. Falcon , . Faleo. 

8. Kite Afi/ww. 

Fig, 9. Ortolan Bmberiza. 

10. Kingfisher. Alcedo. 

11. Humming-bird. . • • TYoehilus. 

12. Calao. Buceros, 



Order 

of 

Rapaces, 

or 

Birds of Prey. 



} 



Order 

of 

PaiferiiMS. 
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Fig, 1 to 8. — Order of Rapaces, 
Fig, 9 to 12.— Orc/cr of Pasierince. ^ , 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 4. 

(Generic Nainen.) 

1. Swallow Hirundo. 

2. Goatsucker. .... Capnmulgus, 

3. Crossbill Loxia. 

4. Lark Alauda, 



1 



Order 

of 

Passerins. 



5. Wryneck Yunx, 

6. Cuckoo. Cuculu*. 

7. Maccaw. ..... Ara. 

8. Cockatoo. PnltaeuB. 

9. Woodpecker Pieun. 

0. Toucan Ramphaitoa. 

11. Pheaiianl Phasianus. 

12. llucco AUetor. 



Order 

of 

Scansoriae. 



Order of 
• Gailinaceo 
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Fig. 1 to 4. — Order of Pasaerina. 
Fig. 6 to lO.^Oider of Scansorite. Fig, 11 to \2.^0rder of 
Gallinace(e. ^.g^^^^^^ ^^ Google 



EXPLANATION OF PLATE 5. 



(Generic names.) 

Fig, 1. Guinea-fowL • • . • Numida, 

2. Quail Coiumix. 

3. Heath-cock. • • . • Tetrao. 

4. Pigeon ColunUni* 

Fig, 5. Ostrich. Siruthio. 

6. Plover Charadrius, 

7. Lapwing VaneUus, 

8. Stork Ciconia. 

9. Spoonbill PlaUlea. 

10. Ibis. .«•••• PnB* 

11. flamingo. . . • • Fhanico^eru$. ^ 



} 



Order of 
Gallinaoeaw 



X)rder of 
GrallatoriA 
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Fid. 1 to 4.— Orrfer of GalHnacea. 
12 Fig. 6 to ll.-Orrfer o/ Grallatmm. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 6, 



Fig, 1« Penguin. - 

2. Grebe. - - 

3. Pelican. • 

4. Frigate bird. 

5. Gull. . - 



(Generic names.) 

Aptenodytea. 

PodieepB, 

Pelicmnun, 

Taehypetes. 

Larus, 



6. Duck. ...... Ana8, 

7. Merganser. .... Mergvs. 

8. Darter Plotus, 

9. Swan. ...-.- Cygnus. 



Order 

of 

Palmipede 
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Fig. 1 to 9. — Order of Palmipedes. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 7. 

Fig. 1. A ^t formed for walkin^f and perching, claws retractile ; ib in 
the genus Palco. 

Fig* 3. A foot formed for walking arid perching* claws not retractile, as 
ki the Gallinaceous tribe. 

Fig, 3. A climbing foot as in the Woodpeckers, — Picns. 

Fig, 4* A walking foot, as in the genus Corvus. 

Fig, 5. Foot of the King.fisher, showing the situation and connection ci 
the toes. 

Fig. 6. A spurred leg, as in the genus Phasianus. 

Fig. 7. A leg bare above the knee, as in all the Waders. 

Fig. 8. A semi.palmated foot, as in the genus Ardea. 

Fig. 9. A pinnated foot, with the edges of the toes scalloped, as in the 
genera Fnlica, Phalaropus* 

Fig. 10. A lobated foot, the toes margined by membranous edgings, as 
in the genus Podiceps. 

Fig. 11. A three-toed webbed foot as in the genus Alca, Uric, 

Fig. 12. A palroated foot, as in the genera Anas, Recurvirostra. 

Fig. 13. A palmated foot, with four toes connected, as in the genus 
Pelicanus. 

Fig. 14. The Goldfinch ; a, beak or bill,— 5, the ffont,-*<;, the eheek,^ 
<f, the hind-head, ur occiput, — e, the breast,—/, the back, — g^ spurious wing* 
— *, shoulder, and lesser wing coverts,—!, secondary quill foathers,— >J, j^ 
greater quill feathers,— jb, tertials,— Z, tail cdverte',— w, tail,— n, great wing 
coverts, — o, auricles or Auditory conch,«-|i, the throat 

Fig. 15. A spur. 

Fig^ 16. A pectinated foot, as in the genus^'^trao. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 9. 

Fig 1. A hooked bill as ia the gemu Falco. Cere, a bare loft akin at 
the base of thg bill, Fig. 15. 

Fig. 3. A serrated or notched bill, as in the genus Ramphastos. 

Fig, 3. A coltrated bill, as in the genus CkNTYos. Reflected vibrissa. 
Fig. 16. 

i^. 4. A cuneated or wedge-shaped bill, as in the genus Picus. A cylin- 
drical or extensile tongue. Fig. 17. , 

Fig, 5. A cnrvated bill. An erected crest. Fig 18. 

Fig. 6. Nostrils covered by, or contained in a tube, as in the genus 
Procellaria. 

Fig. 7. A straight, compressed, cultrated bill. Lore, a bare skin surround- 
ing the eyea^ Fig. 20. Projecting edge of the upper mandible, by means <^ 
which the birds, whose beaks are thus constructed, cut their food as with 
scissors. Fig. 24. ^ 

Fig. 8. A hooked notched bill, as in the genus Lanius, (Shrike,) the 
notch. Fig. 21. 

Fig. 9. A recurved bill, as in the genus, Recurvirostra. 

Fig. 10. A grooved bill, as in the genus Alca. 

Fig. 11. A spoon-shaped bill, as in the genus Platalea. Nail at the tip 
Hi the bill. Fig. 22. 

Fig. 12. A compressed biU, as in Geese. 

Fig. 13. A depressed bill, as in Ducks. 

F^* 14. A serrated or toothed biU, as in the genus Mergua 
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NEW AND IMPOETANT SCHOOL BOOKS. 



^^^^^^^^Ax^^^^A^/^^^^^rf%<^/wv»rfwwM^/^^ 



TO TEACHERS, PRINCIPALS AND CONTROLLERS 

OF SCHOOLS, ACADEMIES AND COLLEGES 



We take the liberty of calling your attention to a Series 
of Books on the subject of Natural History, which, in the 
opinion of many of the most eminent men in our country, 
is second to ho branch of knowledge now taught in schools. 
We ask your attention to these books, because we believe 
them to be superior to any works of the kind ever oflfered 
to the American public. They are small in size, extremely 
cheap, as accurate in scientific arrangement as the most 
voluminous works on similar subjects, and in every respect, 
such as parents and teachers would wish to place in the 
hands of their children. In confirmation of this opinion of 
the worth of these works, we respectfully invite your 
attention to the following testimonials. 

Very respectfiiUy, your obedient servants, 

GRIGG & ELLIOT, 
JVb. 9 JSTorth Fourth Street, PhUad*a 



These books have been introduced into the Public Schools of Pennsykania 
and Ohio, and no doubt will, ere long, be introduced into all the public schools 
of our other States. 

" We regard the introdaction of these worka into onr public schools, among the 
highest compliraeMs &ey have received $ for we feel sure Aac the gentlemen 
who constitute the committee for selecting books, possess too much discernment 
and general knowledge, to pass finrourably upon Works of inferior pretensions. 
The following gentlemen composed the Committee for selecting books for the 
use of Public Schools." Gsobob M. Wharton, Esq. 

TfloitAS H. Forsyte, Esq. 
Gboror Emlbn, Jr., Esq. 
Francis Lyons, Esq. 
JottN C. SxiTH, Esq. * 

FkHaddpMa. 



^w^»^^i^^^^^^»»^^^^^^" 



In adfition «o the Mowing flattering noti^ea of the Ametteaa Pims, the pub- 
iifhMa have received upwisods of one hundred recomrnendatiotttf fronv the mbtx 
ptotioSnent profesaors and £stinguished tea<^n of onr eouncr^, to the aiipeilor 
cbfima of titeae worki^ aad urging thttr nitrodttctiott aa OlM Bf<iii 11^ 
School!, Academies, &c., throughout the United States. 



avsoHBiTBaaoaa's saazas. 
FIRST BOOKS 

OF 

NATURAL HISTORY, 

iOR SCHOOLS. COLLEGES. AND FAMILIES. 

1. ELEMEOTS OP 

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 

2. ELEMENTS OF 

MAMMALOGY, 

Tke Natural History of Qaadrapeds* 

3. ELEMENTS OP 

OENITHOLOGY, 

Tke Natural History of Birds* 

4. ELEMENTS OF 

HEEPET0L06Y AND ICHTHYOLOGY, 

The Natural History of Reptiles and Fishes. 
6. ELEMENTS OP 

CONCHOLOGY, 

The Natural History of Shells and Mollasca. 

6. ELEMENTS OP 

ENTOMOLOGY, 

The Natural History of Insects, 

7. ELEMENTS OP 

BOTANY, 

The Natural History of Plants. 

a ELEMENTS OP 

GEOLOGY, 

The Natural History of the Earth's Structure. 

This interestmg series of books has already met with the most 
flattering reception eyer extended to any work issued from the Amer- 
ican press, introduced into the Public Schools of Penn8ylyania,and 
^riy all the first class seminaries of leammg in the United States. 



RECOMMENDATORY NOTICES. 

**RiiBchenberger*s Series of Books on Natural History, are among the 
most valuAble and useful works, for the use of Schools that have ever been 
published. A knowledge of Natural History, is not only valuable, but 
deeply interesting; and no one*s education can, with such facilities as these 
works afford, be considered complete without it.*' — National Intelligencer, 

•• These are the most valuable additions of the day to our stock of School 
Books. The avidity with which they have been seized upon is unprece- 
dented. Though the first vol. was published for the first time only a few 
months ago, it has already gone through its fifth edition; the second is fol. 
lowing close upon its heels; and the third promises even to be more popular 
than eitiier of the other two. These books have been adopted by the * Royal 
Council of Public Instruction,' for the use of Schools throughout France. 
They are recommended and have been adopted by some of Uie most emi 
nent teachers in the United States." — Southern Literary Messenger. 

' From '* The Ladies* Companion, a Monlhly Magazine/* June, 1843,— New Yorlc 
W. Saowden, 109, Fulton Street. 

■*RuscHBNBERGBR*s Ornitholoot : Grigg & Elliot. This is an excel- 
lent book, by one who shows himself perfectly qualified for the task he has 
undertaken, which is the publishing of a series of works on the different 
branches of education, for the use of schools and colleges. The present 
issue is a general and synoptical view of Ornithology, one of the most 
interesting subjects in Natural History, and will be found of great service, 
both to teacher and student." 

■* This is a compendious, and, as it seems to us. a judiciously compiled 
treatise on Ornithology, and one well calculated for the use of Schools ; for 
which object it is intended." — N. Y, Courier and Enquirer. 

** In the work before us, the plan is happily carried out In its small 
compass it embraces an immense amount of useful, and interesting infer* 
mation." — Buffalo Adv. and Journal. 

** Ornithology. — This is evidently, like its predecessors, an excellent work 
'of instruction ; and ha^ been, in all respects well got up by the publishers.* 
'^Pennsylvanian. 

** A valuable little work, and is divided up and classified admirably. The 
glossary, giving the derivation of the names of birds, is of itself worth the 
price of the volume." — New York Aurora, 

•• An exceedingly interesting, and very instractive book, and one which 
possesses special attraction for young ladies." — Baltimore Sun. 

■*Ruscbi:nbbrger's Sekiss : Second Booh — A highly useful and instructive 
■chool book. Third Book, — ^This we consider as decidedly an acquisition 
to our list of school books, the subject is treated of in such a plain style as 
to bo adapted to the simplest capacity. Altogether we think the above 
■eriet as worthy to take a high and permanent place among our school 
boofca.** — Buffalo Democrat. 

•* We wish we could induce our teachers generally to examine this, an 
well as the earlier works of Dr. Ruschenberger ; they are admirably 
arranged, and just the very books needed for schools. The work before 
as on the Natural History of Birds is an admirable one, and no teachet 
should neglect to introduce the series. ' — Cincinnati Gazette, 

•* It is an excellent text-book of an interesting science, comprising much 
knowledge in a brief space, presented in a clear style and with lucid 
arrangement Dr. Ruschenberger, who has already achieved a high charac 
ler in the literary world, is acquiring additional claims by his exertions ip 
the field of Natural Science.— iS^ecf a/or, Washington City. 
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RECOMMENDATORY NOTICES. 

** Ru8ehenberger*8 Series. — ^These ▼olumet are constructed apon a new 
and admirable plan, combining great simplicity of arrangement, with a 
perspicuity and sententiousness of style seldom found in works of this 
class ; and which has elicited the highest encomiums of upwards of thirty 
of the leading professors of the country, whose opinions have again been 
endorsed by most of the public prints/' — U. States Adv. 

**l'he developement of the prmciples of classification, is among the very 
best we have ever seen. Science is here dressed in her own native sim- 
plicity and beauty, so that the philosopher may admire, while the child may 
acquire it. — Medical Reporter. 

** It is a choice, and well digested work.** — Atlas. 

** An excellent publication adapted to the youthful mind, and a great help 
to the more matured." — Mercury. 

**Tbe study of Natural History though generally neglected in schools, 
is of undoubted use : the present work contains a great amount of infor» 
mation within a small compass, and properly condenses it for the young 
mind.** — N. Y. Journal of Commerce, 

** Ruschenberger^s Series. — The subjects are llreU treated, and from iim 
exceeding cheapness, and admirable arrangemeaivf these elementary works, 
they are well fitted for general use in public schools and academies.*'— 
New York American. 

** We do not hesitate to say, that this is the best work of the kind an4 
dimensions, tliat has even fallen under our notice. We hope all will embrace 
the first opportunity of procuring a copy, as we are sure they will prist 
it highly.** — Botanic Recorder. 

** A well dige^ited and carefully arranged abstract of the most interesting 
parts of Natural Science." — Philadefphia Gazette 

** Admirably adapted io convey an elementary knowledge on the subject 
of which it treats; and will be found an excellent book for the student,"— 
Public Ledger, 

** Valuable in every respect^ — it contains a vast amount of informationt 
condensed into an available form, for the use of schools.**— iSJptrtt of the Times. 

** Just such a work as is wanted for elementary instruction, in this pleas, 
ing branch of science.** — New York Evening Post, 

** We regard this series as eminently useful, supplying adequately tba 
instruction in natural history necessary to a proper school education.**— 
North American, 

'* It is an excellent little work for the purpose designed, written in a dear 
and familiar style, and will not fail to facilitate the studies of those wh^ 
wish to make themselves acquainted with the subject" — Saturday Courier. 

** Admirably adapted for elementary instructiou.**<-..S!»ttfri2ay Chronicle, 

** We have great pleasure in recommending it as an excellent elementarr 
manual on the subject** — Medical Examiner. 

^* Ornithology —^h'ls book is equal in merit to the first and second, and 
IS a most valuable work. It is intended for the use of schools and acade- 
mies, and we would call the attention of parents and others to the series of 
books to which this belongs, assuring them at the same time, that it will 
answer the purpose fi>r which it is intended, better than any other work of 
the kind that we ever saw, or, in our opinion, that was ever published in 
this country. It is divided into questions and answers, contains an exten. 
sive and valuable Glossary, and is illustrated by eight Plates ; and what ia 
more, the price is so very low that every person can afiord to pnrohast it— 
New Yotk New Era. 
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